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HON.  WM.  J.  STERN, 

MAYOR  OF  THE  CITY  OF  ERIE,  PA. 


THE  MAYOR’S  MESSAGE 


a'-’  MaMO.^04 

m  8  u*44 


GLEAXED  FROM  THE  MESSAGE. 


As  officers  of  this  municipality  it  is  our  duty  to  conduct 
the  affairs  of  our  growing  city  in  a  progressive,  business-like 
manner  with  a  view  of  taking  care  of  the  needs  of  our  people 
and  making  the  city  so  attractive  that  others  will  come  to  take 
up  their  abode  in  the  “Gem  City  of  the  Lakes.’’ 


We  should  not  attempt  any  fads ;  we  should  not  plunge 
into  a  large  debt.  We  are  familiar  with  what  our  city  needs 
most,  *  *  *  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  what  has  been 

accomplished  in  starting  many  of  these  improvements,  and 
how  our  finances  can  be  put  into  such  shape  that  we  may 
continue  the  work  on  these  improvements,  and  how  we  can 
accomplish  many  more  important  improvements  without  bur¬ 
dening  our  people  with  extra  heavy*  tax  levies. 


* 


* 


V  • 


*  '• 


It  is  expected  that  the  legal  assessed  valuations  of  the 
City  of  Erie,  as  returned  by  the  new  Board  of  Tax  Revision, 
will  total  about  $55,000,000.  If  this  is  done  the  tax  levy  can 
be  cut  to  seven  and  one-half  mills  (not  to  exceed  eight  mills), 
and  the  people  will  pay  practically  no  more  taxes  than  they 
are  paying  at  present.  In  some  cases  our  citizens  will  pay 
less  taxes  than  they  have  been  paying,  owing  to  the  equal¬ 
ization  of  values. 


$ 


With  an  increased  assessed  valuation  the  bonding  power 
of  Councils  will  be  increased  practically  $500,000.  I  believe 
this  amount  will  take  care  of  any  necessary  improvements 
that  are  contemplated  or  will  be  required  for  a  number  of 
years. 

Improvements  immediately  necessary:  Intercepting  sewer 
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across  the  north  front  of  the  city ;  complete  the  widening  and 
improvement  of  lower  State  street ;  subways  at  Parade,  Peach 
and  Sassafras  streets  and  a  new  Union  Depot;  continue  the 
extension  of  State  street  south ;  repave  a  portion  of  State 
street ;  purchase  land  for  a  few  small  parks ;  take  down  the 
poles  on  State  street;  give  'the  Fire  Department  needed  im¬ 
provements  ;  complete  the  third  story  of  the  City  Hall ;  build 
a  municipal  boat  house.  I  believe  that  expenditures  not  to 
exceed  $350,000  will  accomplish  these  improvements. 

Based  on  the  expected  assessed  valuations  of  $55,000,000, 
it  would  require  but  six-tenths  of  one  mill  in  our  tax  levy  to 
provide  for  sinking  fund  requirements.  This  additional  tax 
levy  would  not  be  made  at  one  time,  but  levied  in  part  from 
year  to  year. 

«1/  v[y  'V  »*✓ 

'I'  'i'  'j' 

Total  valuation  for  taxing  purposes  in  the  City  of  Erie 
for  the  fiscal  year  1910-1911,  $25,254,803;  total  valuation  for 
taxing  purposes  in  ‘the  City  of  Erie  for  the  fiscal  year  1911- 
1912,  $25,904,585. 

vlv.  v*  ^  xy 

*)»  *{» 

Net  debt  of  the  City  of  Erie  April  1,  1875,  was  $1,240,000; 
net  debt  of  the  City  of  Erie  December  11,  1912,  was  $352,- 
691.79,  a  decrease  of  $887,408.21.  The  amount  to  the  credit 
of  the  sinking  fund  December  14,  1910,  was  $436,210.09;  the 
amount  to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  fund  December  11,  1912, 
was  $507,762.94,  an  addition  to  the  sinking  fund  in  two  years 
of  $71,552.85. 

*1*  \i» 

The  amount  appropriated  for  expenditures  for  all  pur¬ 
poses  for  the  fiscal  year  1909-1910  was  $443,398.81.  The 
amount  appropriated  for  expenditures  for  all  purposes  for  the 
fiscal  year  1912-1913  was  $423,464.95,  a  decrease  in  two  years 
of  appropriations  for  expenditures  for  all  purposes  of  $19,- 
933.86. 

;jc  >jc  ;jc  >jj 

After  careful  inquiry  I  can  find  no  city  which  compares 
with  it  in  size  and  importance  which  has  such  a  low  net  debt 
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as  that  of  the  City  of  Erie.  The  appropriation  ordinances  for 
the  last  three  years  show  a  reduction  each  year,  while  the 
growth  of  the  city  has  been  the  greatest  in  its  history. 

ij: 

Assuming  that  the  legal  assessed  valuation  for  the  city 
for  1913  will  approximate  $55,000,000,  a  tax  levy  of  six  mills 
will  return  $330,000,  estimated  incidental  revenue,  $90,000,  a 
total  of  $420,000  that  can  be  applied  to  use  for  city  purposes. 
By  this  method  of  calculation  there  will  be  an  additional 
$75,000  provided  for  carrying  on  the  running  expenses  of  the 
city  government,  and  will  also  give  us  a  sufficient  sum  for  the 
free  collection  of  garbage,  which  will  probably  cost  $35,000 
for  collection  and  incineration.  For  sinking  fund  purposes 
a  tax  levy  of  one  and  one-half  mills  will  return  $82,500. 

JjC  jjc  5fc 

The  amount  provided  for  sinking  fund  charges  is  ample 
to  take  care  of  all  bonds  which  have  been  authorized  on  a 
basis  of  payment  in  twenty  years. 

We  must  not  allow  any  extravagances ;  we  must  be  sen¬ 
sible,  but  not  penurious.  A  policy  which  is  extremely  penu¬ 
rious  will  retard  the  progress  of  the  city. 

I  believe  that  we  should  endeavor  to  collect  every  dollar 
that  we  can  in  personal  taxes.  Many  people  living  in  our  city 
are  enjoying  all  of  its  privileges,  they  own  no  real  estate,  yet 
have  good  incomes  and  could  easily  afford  to  pay  a  reason¬ 
able  personal  tax,  which  should  be  levied  and  collected  in 
every  case. 

We  should  endeavor  to  have  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
amend  its  revenue  laws  in  order  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
tax  which  the  State  receives  from  public  service  corporations 
would  be  returned  to  the  municipality  which  gives  to  these 
public  service  corporations  police  and  fire  protection  and 
many  other  privileges.  We  should  endeavor  to  have  the 
State  laws  changed  so  that  we  could  have  returned  to  us  the 
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major  portion  of  the  automobile  license  tax  collected  from 
our  citizens.  The  amount  received  from  this  source  would 
nearly  pay  for  the  annual  repairs  to  our  asphalt  pavements. 

>f;  >);  >jj  ;)s  >); 

If  we  give  close  attention  to  the  matter  of  incidental  reve¬ 
nue  we  can  accomplish  many  things  and  keep  our  tax  rate  as 
low  as  possible.  This  should  be  our  constant  aim. 

;j;  >}:  ^ 

There  is  no  problem  before  us  which  means  so  much  to 
the  safety  and  convenience  of  our  people  and  the  further  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  city  than  the  speedy  abolition  of  railroad 
grade  crossings. 

\i/  ^ 

>TX  w  ^TX  ^TX 

The  experience  of  the  Liberty  street  subway  negotiations 
have  proven  to  me  that  it  is  best  to  undertake  this  work  grad¬ 
ually  and  to  make  a  start  at  once  to  build  subways  at  those 
points  where  they  are  most  needed — Parade,  Peach  and  Sas¬ 
safras  streets.  With  the  subway  construction  at  Peach  and 
Sassafras  streets  will  come  the  erection  of  the  much  needed 
modern  Union  Depot. 

xi^  >t/  >1^ 

x  ^Tx 

ddie  happiness  of  our  people  and  the  progress  of  the  city 
demand  that  we  continue  the  work  of  grade  separation,  and 
I  beg  of  you  to  support  the  recommendations  I  have  made  for 
the  abolition  of  the  grade  crossings  at  Parade,  Peach  and  Sas¬ 
safras  streets,  by  requesting  an  immediate  conference  with 
the  officials  of  the  interested  railroad  companies.  If  we  act 
quickly  and  can  make  a  proper  agreement,  I  have  been  in¬ 
formed  by  competent  engineers,  that  all  of  this  work  can  be 
done  inside  of  two  years. 

%  . 

*  *  *  *  * 

Ash  street  subway,  in  its  present  condition,  is  a  disgrace 
to  the  city. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  traction  company  we  should  act 
without  prejudice,  giving  the  company  a  “square  deal"  and 
require  the  company  to  give  the  city  a  “square  deal." 
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I  beg  to  assure  our  citizens  that  we  are  rushing  the  work 
of  building  and  equipping  the  garbage  plant  as  fast  as  we  can 
do  so,  and  we  have  had  to  fight  our  way  to  accomplish  what 
has  thus  far  been  done. 

>jc  >fc 

With  the  building  of  the  large  intercepting  sewer  in  the 
bank  of  Front  street  and  the  completion  of  one  more  section 
of  the  Mill  Creek  Valley  sewer  will  come  the  need  for  a  sew¬ 
age  disposal  plant.  Provision  has  been  made  for  a  temporary 
sewage  disposal  plant,  for  which  $10,000  has  been  appropriated 
through  a  bond  issue. 

jjc  :j: 

The  report  of  the  City  Engineer  shows  that  through  the 
operation  of  the  municipal  asphalt  plant  the  city  repaired  as¬ 
phalt  pavements,  including  the  building  of  new  brick  gutters, 
at  the  low  cost  of  60.3  cents  per  square  yard. 

;jc 

I  believe  that  the  City  of  Erie  compares  favorably  with 
cities  of  much  larger  size  in  the  condition  of  its  streets,  al¬ 
though  we  have  an  antiquated  method  of  cleaning  compared 
with  many  of  these  cities. 

;jc  jj;  ij;  ;jc 

One  of  the  first  requisites  of  city  government  is  clean 
streets.  Even  though  we  must  economize  in  many  things, 
we  must  provide  money  enough  to  keep  our  streets  clean. 

^  ^ 

A  gratifying  feature  of  the  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of' Streets  is  that  during  the  year  1912  there  were  laid  in  the 
city  nearly  eight  miles  of  cement  sidewalks,  at  an  average 
width  of  7.1  feet.  When  we  talk  of  civic  beauty  we  must 
admit  that  there  is  nothing  which  adds  so  much  to  the  at¬ 
tractiveness  of  a  city  as  good  cement  walks,  and  Councils 
have  acted  wisely  in  requiring  that  such  walks  must  be  of 
good  width. 

Funds  should  be  provided  for  more  seats  in  Perry 
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Square,  Liberty  and  Lakeside  parks  and  to  complete  the  lay¬ 
ing  of  cement  walks  in  Liberty  Park.  I  am  strongly  of  the 
opinion  that  we  should  immediately  acquire  a  small  park  in 
the  middle  eastern  section  of  the  city  and  a  small  park  should 
be  provided  for  the  rapidly  growing  southwestern  part  of 
the  city.  The  land  for  these  parks  could  be  purchased  by 
bond  issues. 

ijc  if;  ij;  ^ 

The  city  is  suffering  from  the  mistakes  of  the  past  in 
giving  franchises  which  permitted  corporations  to  erect  poles 
for  the  conduct  of  their  business.  Today  most  of  our  streets 
are  burdened  and  disfigured  by  forests  of  poles.  With  the 
completion  of  conduits  for  low  tension  wires  for  which  ordi¬ 
nances  have  been  passed  a  step  in  the  direction  of  getting 
rid  of  the  poles  will  have  been  taken.  Please  do  not  allow 
another  year  to  go  by  without  starting  the  work  of  ridding 
State  street  of  poles. 

>};  ^  >j<  >|c  ^ 

A  good  fire  department  is  a  municipal  necessity,  and  it  is 
conceded  by  those  competent  to  judge  that  Erie  has  a  splen¬ 
did  fire  department.  An  up-to-date  building  to  take  the 
place  of  No.  3  is  an  urgent  need,  as  is  a  new  house  for  Engine 
Company  No.  2,  on  Parade  street. 

jj;  ^ 

I  wish  at  this  time  to  call  the  attention  of  builders  to 
the  necessity  of  providing  good,  sanitary  and  comfortable 
homes  for  our  working  classes  which  will  rent  for  much  less 
than  is  now  being  asked  for  houses  which  have  been  erected 
near  some  of  our  large  manufacturing  plants. 

jjj  ijc 

In  the  matter  of  the  opening  of  streets,  the  city  should 
endeavor  to  anticipate  the  necessity  and  do  such  work  in  all 
cases  before  it  will  entail  great  expense.  It  is  a  mistake  to 
delay  the  cutting  of  streets  through  one  or  two  squares  un¬ 
til  buildings  have  to  be  removed  or  taken  down.  Proper 
care  exercised  at  the  right  time  would  save  thousands  of 
dollars  to  the  city. 
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Capability  should  be  the  only  claim  for  appointment  to 
the  police  force,  and  efficiency  the  one  reason  for  retaining  an 
officer  on  the  rolls  of  the  department. 

^  ^  ^ 

The  growth  of  the  city  requires  more  patrolmen.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  a  classified  system  of  pay  for  police  officers  should 
be  established.  It  seems  unfair  to  me  that  a  new  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  force  should  receive  the  same  pay  as  an  officer 
who  has  served  a  number  of  years  and  has  proven  his  capa¬ 
bility  with  an  established  record  for  efficiency. 

ijC  ^ 

If  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  honorable  bodies  that  too 
much  money  is  expended  to  conduct  the  business  of  the 
Health  Department,  a  rigid  investigation  of  its  affairs  should 
be  made  and  its  efficiency  compared  with  Health  Departments 
of  other  cities  of  the  State. 

5yC  5yC 

“School  House  Meetings”  is  a  splendid  idea  conceived  by 
Select  Councilman  William  Sims.  I  commend  this  beneficent 
American  idea  of  neighborhood  discussion  of  municipal  ques¬ 
tions,  and  trust  that  the  custom  of  holding  these  meetings  will 
continue. 

^ 

The  municipal  government  of  the  City  of  Erie  is  under 
many  obligations  to  the  Civic  Bodies  for  their  assistance  in 
promoting  the  growth  and  improving  the  general  condition 
of  the  city.  The  City  Solicitor  advises  the  hearty  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  the  city  officials  with  the  City  Planning  Committee 
of  our  Civic  Bodies,  with  the  hope  that  legislation  may  be 
enacted  which  will  permit  the  certain  growth  of  the  city 
along  a  pre-determined  plan. 


15 


THE  MAYOR  S  MESSAGE. 


Mayor’s  Office,  City  Hall, 
Erie,  Pa.,  January  6th,  1913. 

To  the  Honorable  Select  and  Common  Councils,  City: 

Gentlemen: — In  compliance  with  the  act  of  Assembly, 
which  requires  that  the  Mayor  shall  communicate  to  Councils, 
at  their  first  regular  meeting  in  January  of  each  year  a  state¬ 
ment  of  the  condition  of  affairs  of  the  city,  in  respect  to  its 
government,  finances  and  improvements,  together  with  sug¬ 
gestions  and  recommendations  of  all  such  measures  as  he 
may  deem  conducive  to  the  best  interests  and  welfare  thereof, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  resume  of  what  has  been 
done  during  the  year  1912,  the  financial  condition  of  the  city, 
and  such  recommendations  of  needed  improvements  which  1 
believe  can  be  accomplished  during  this  year  and  the  succeed¬ 
ing  years. 

In  presenting  this  annual  message  I  may  depart  from  the 
usual  custom  of  confining  myself  to  those  municipal  matters 
over  which  your  honorable  bodies  have  sole  control,  and  touch 
also  upon  the  work  of  the  civic  bodies  of  our  city,  which  bodies 
are  working  earnestly  to  advance  our  city,  socially  and  com¬ 
mercially. 

Increasing  Population. 

1  here  never  has  been  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  city 
of  Erie  when  our  people  have  been  so  optimistic  as  at  pres¬ 
ent.  I  here  is  a  reason  for  this.  It  is  a  substantial  reason, 
namely,  the  immense  growth  of  our  industrial  plants.  This 
growth  is  so  rapid  that  it  is  bringing  to  our  city  thousands 
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of  skilled  mechanics,  laborers,  professional  and  business  men, 
and  it  is  estimated,  that  on  the  first  of  January,  1913,  the 
population  of  our  city  was  80,000. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  large  growth 
in  population,  and  commerce,  will  continue,  that  we  have 
emerged  from  the  list  of  small  cities  and  are  now  taking 
our  place  among  the  large  cities  of  the  United  States. 

As  officers  of  this  municipality  it  is  our  duty  to  con¬ 
duct  the  affairs  of  our  growing  city  in  a  progressive,  busi¬ 
nesslike  manner,  with  a  view  of  taking  care  of  the  needs  of  our 
people,  and  making  the  city  so  attractive  that  others  will  come 
to  take  up  their  abode  in  “The  Gem  City  of  the  Lakes.” 

We  should  not  attempt  any  fads,  we  should  not  plunge 
into  a  large  debt.  We  are  all  familiar  with  what  our  city 
needs  most,  these  things  have  been  talked  of  for  many  years, 
and  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  what  has  been  accomplished 
in  starting  many  of  these  improvements  during  the  year  1912, 
and  how  our  finances  can  be  put  into  such  shape  so  that  we 
may  continue  the  work  upon  these  improvements,  and  take 
up,  gradually,  all  other  mandatory  improvements  and  com¬ 
plete  them  within  the  next  few  years. 

Bonding  Pozver  of  the  City. 

At  the  time  of  my  inauguration,  December  4th,  1911,  I 
was  informed,  by  those  who  were  familiar  with  the  municipal 
affairs  of  our  city,  that  the  bonding  power  of  the  city,  by  vote 
of  Councils,  had  been  exhausted  up  to  within  $15,606.51.  This 
was  the  belief  of  the  members  of  your  honorable  bodies,  yet 
the  people  were  demanding  that  certain  large  municipal  im¬ 
provements  should  be  started. 

Coupled  with  the  belief  in  the  exhaustion  of  the  bonding 
power,  by  vote  of  Councils,  came  the  opinion  from  the  City 
Solicitor,  that  the  tax  levy,  for  general  municipal  purposes, 
could  not  exceed  10  mills  upon  each  dollar  of  assessed  valua¬ 
tion  of  the  city,  and  in  making  up  the  annual  appropriation 
bill  your  honorable  bodies  were  obliged  to  reduce  the  tax  levy 
by  one  mill,  reducing  your  revenue  about  $26,000  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 


18 


The  Commissioners  of  Water  Works  advised  Councils 
that,  on  account  of  the  contracts  they  were  compelled  to  make 
to  take  care  of  improvements  and  necessary  extensions,  they 
would  be  unable  to  pay  to  the  city  the  usual  $20,000,  which 
has  been  their  custom  for  many  years. 

It  can  easily  be  seen  that  the  municipal  government  was 
desperately  in  need  of  revenue  to  conduct  the  ordinary  af¬ 
fairs  of  government,  most  economically  administered,  and  it 
did  look  as  if  we  would  not  have  enough  money  to  clean  our 
streets  for  the  fiscal  year,  and  make  very  few  repairs  to  pave¬ 
ments,  which  were,  at  that  time,  in  very  bad  condition. 

After  a  careful  study  of  our  financial  condition,  and  con¬ 
sultations  with  our  City  Solicitor  and  other  attorneys,  I 
found  that,  by  recent  court  decisions,  to  ascertain  the  limit 
of  the  bonding  power  of  the  city,  not  the  gross  debt  of  the 
city,  but  the  net  debt  of  the  city,  was  the  only  debt  to  be  con¬ 
sidered. 

By  this  method  of  figuring  I  found  that  Councils  could, 
by  vote,  bond  the  city  to  an  amount  of  about  $250,000.  This 
information  I  communicated  to  Councils  in  a  note  dated  April 
1,  1912,  and  recommended  that  your  honorable  bodies  desig¬ 
nate  which  were  the  most  necessary  improvements  to  start, 
and  that  bonds  be  issued  to  carry  on  the  work. 

After  many  conferences  legislation  has  been  passed  pro¬ 
viding  for  issues  of  bonds,  to  make  many  needed  improve¬ 
ments  which  had  been  talked  of  for  years.  These  issues  of 


bonds  are  as  follows : 

Conduit  and  Sewer  Construction . $  55,000.00 

For  Grading  and  Filling  in  bank  of  Front  Street.  .  5,000.00 

General  Municipal  Improvements .  79,500.00 

For  building  the  Garbage  Disposal  Plant .  38,000.00 

For  Equipment  of  Garbage  Plant  and  Collection  of 

Garbage  .  17,000.00 

For  Extension  of  State  street,  South .  5,000.00 

For  Widening  and  Improving  Lower  State  street  10,000.00 
For  Experimental  Sewage  Disposal  Plant .  10,000.00 


Total  . $219,500.00 


The  total  tax  levy  to  take  care  of  the  principal  and  inter¬ 
est  on  these  issues  of  bonds  is  only  .6778  of  one  mill,  and 
part  of  this  amount  will  be  included  in  the  levy  for  the  year 
1913.  It  is  thus  shown  what  large  things  can  be  accomplish¬ 
ed  by  a  very  small  levy  in  taxes,  and  for  those  who  are  fear¬ 
ful  that  any  issue  of  bonds  necessarily  brings  a  large  ad¬ 
ditional  burden  in  our  taxation,  I  am  pleased  to  state  that 
during  the  past  year  bonds  in  the  amount  of  $76,654.73  have 
been  canceled.  These  issues  which  have  been  canceled  carried 
a  tax  levy  of  .6665  of  one  mill,  so  it  is  therefore  shown  that 
as  far  as  the  issues  of  bonds  are  concerned  for  the  large  im¬ 
provements  which  have  been  started,  there  will  be  practically 
no  additional  burden  in  the  people’s  taxes. 

I  invite  the  critical  reading,  by  our  people,  of  all  the 
ordinances  which  have  been  passed  by  your  honorable  bodies, 
for  the  improvements  which  have  been  started,  and  are  to  be 
paid  for  by  the  above  mentioned  issues  of  bonds.  There  is 
not  one  of  these  improvements  which  the  people  have  not 
been  demanding  for  years,  and  some  are  mandatory  by  de¬ 
crees  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Board  of  Tax  Revision. 

I  shall  now  endeavor  to  show  you  how  we  can  ac- 
complish  many  more  important  improvements  without  bur¬ 
dening  our  people  with  extra  heavy  tax  levies.  This  can  best 
be  done  by  an  equalization  and  revision  of  the  city’s  assessed 
valuations,  upon  a  basis  of  simply  complying  with  the  law, 
and  assess  all  property  in  the  city  at  what  it  will  bring  at 
“fair  market  sale.” 

In  my  inaugural  message  I  covered  this  subject  thor¬ 
oughly,  and  am  glad  that  during  the  summer  of  1912  a  com¬ 
mittee  from  our  civic  bodies  took  up  this  question  and  pre¬ 
sented  a  request  to  Councils  that  the  law  be  complied  with, 
and  that  Councils  appropriate  enough  money  to  have  the 
Board  of  Tax  Revision  make  a  thorough  revision  of  the  as¬ 
sessed  valuation  of  the  city,  as  returned  by  the  Board  of  City 
Assessors. 

Your  honorable  bodies  made  an  appropriation  of  three 
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thousand  dollars  for  this  work,  and  elected  a  new  Board  of 
Tax  Revision.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  city  has  ever  had 
a  more  capable  Board  of  Tax  Revision.  The  members  of  this 
Board  have  gone  about  their  work  in  a  systematic  man¬ 
ner,  going  directly  to  the  people,  and  by  holding  public  meet¬ 
ings,  in  the  school  houses,  in  every  section  of  the  city,  have 
allowed  the  people  to  fix  their  own  valuations  upon  property. 
From  die  records  of  these  meetings,  and  from  the  assess¬ 
ments  reported  by  the  Board  of  Assessors,  together  with 
other  data  which  this  board  has  collected,  I  feel  reasonably 
certain  that,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  city  of 
Erie,  we  shall  have  an  assessment  which  will  quite  nearly 
conform  to  the  law,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  legal  assess¬ 
ed  valuations  of  the  city  of  Erie,  as  returned  by  the  new 
Board  of  Tax  Revision,  will  total  about  $55,000,000.  If  this 
is  done  the  tax  levy  can  be  cut  to  7 J/2  mills,  (not  to  exceed 
8  mills),  and  the  people  will  pay  practically  no  more  in  taxes 
than  they  are  paying  at  present,  and,  in  some  cases,  our  citi¬ 
zens  will  pay  less  in  taxes  than  they  have  been  paying,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  equalization  of  values. 

With  an  assessed  valuation  as  above  mentioned,  the  bond¬ 
ing  power  of  Councils  will  be  increased  practically  $500,000. 
I  believe  that  this  amount  will  take  care  of  any  necessary 
improvements  that  are  contemplated,  or  will  be  required, 
for  a  number  of  years. 

Necessary  Im provements. 

Let  us  calculate  for  a  moment  what  other  improvements 
are  immediately  necessary : 

We  must  build  an  intercepting  sewer  across  the  front 
of  the  city  in  the  bank  of  Front  street; 

We  must  add  a  few  thousand  dollars  more  to  complete 
the  widening  and  improvement  of  lower  State  street; 

AT  must  have  subways  at  Parade,  Peach  and  Sassafras 
streets  and  a  new  Union  Depot,  at  once; 

We  should  continue  the  extension  of  State  street,  south  ; 
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We  will  have  to  repave  a  portion  of  State  street; 

We  must  purchase  land  for  a  few  small  parks; 

We  must  take  down  the  poles  on  State  street; 

We  must  give  the  Fire  Department  some  needed  im¬ 
provements,  complete  the  third  story  of  the  City  Hall,  build  a 
Municipal  Boat  House,  and,  I  believe,  that  expenditures  in 
the  sum  of  not  to  exceed  $350,000  will  accomplish  these  im¬ 
provements.  Based  upon  the  expected  assessed  valuations,  of 
$55,000,000.00,  it  would  take  but  6-10  of  one  mill  in  our  tax 
levy  to  provide  for  sinking  fund  requirements,  and,  as  it  will 
require  several  years  to  accomplish  all  of  these  things,  this 
additional  tax  levy  would  not  be  made  at  one  time,  but  parts 
of  same  from  year  to  year. 

In  the  meantime  other  bond  issues  will  mature  and  be 
canceled,  and  with  their  cancelation  comes  the  cancelation  of 
part  of  the  present  tax  levy.  The  expected  growth  of  our  city 
will  also  furnish  us  more  taxables,  and  therefore  more  reve¬ 
nue  each  year. 

In  reviewing  the  work  and  recommendations  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  departments  of  the  city  government,  I  shall  treat  upon 
the  different  matters  of  expected  improvements  which  I  be¬ 
lieve  can  be  accomplished,  during  the  next  few  years,  at  a 
total  cost  not  to  exceed  $350,000.00. 

Finances. 

Total  valuation,  for  taxing  purposes,  in  the  city  of  Erie, 
for  the  fiscal  year  1910-1911,  $25,254,803.00. 

Total  valuation,  for  taxing  purposes,  in  the  city  of  Erie, 
for  the  fiscal  year  1911-1912,  $25,904,585.00. 

Debt. 

The  net  debt  of  the  city  of  Erie,  April  1,  1875,  was, 
$1,240,000.00. 

The  net  debt  of  the  city,  April  1,  1907,  was,  $466,717.81. 

The  net  debt  of  the  city,  December  17,  1909,  was,  $340,- 
212.09. 
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The  net  debt  of  the  city,  December  14,  1910,  was,  $314,- 
944.64. 

The  net  debt  of  the  city,  April  1,  1912,  was,  $273,821.00. 

The  net  debt  of  the  city,  December  11,  1912,  was,  $352,- 
691.79. 

Sinking  Fund. 

The  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  fund  of  the  city 
on  December  14,  1910,  was,  $436,210.09. 

The  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  fund  of  the  city 
on  April  1,  1912,  was,  $499,333.35. 

The  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  fund  of  the  city 
on  December  11,  1912,  was,  $507,762.94. 

Appropriations. 

The  amount  appropriated  in  general  appropriation  ordi¬ 
nance  bill  No.  3075  for  the  fiscal  year  1909-1910,  was,  $443,- 
398.81. 

The  amount  appropriated  in  general  appropriation  ordi¬ 
nance  bill  No.  3172  for  the  fiscal  year  1910-1911,  was,  $428,- 
474.05.  ^ 

The  amount  appropriated  in  general  appropriation  ordi¬ 
nance  bill  No.  3420  for  the  fiscal  year  1912-1913,  was,  $423,- 
464.95. 

Tax  Rate. 

The  tax  rate  for  all  city  purposes  for  the  fiscal  year  1910- 
1911  was  14  mills. 

The  tax  rate  for  all  city  purposes  for  the  fiscal  year  1912- 
1913  was  13  mills. 

A  study  of  our  finances  shows  the  city  to  be  in  a  very 
healthy  condition.  Our  sinking  fund  commissioners  are  ac¬ 
tually  collecting,  at  the  present  time,  all  of  the  money  ap¬ 
propriated  for  interest  charges,  with  the  exception  of  about 
$14,000.00  per  annum,  which  is  paid  upon  a  part  of  issue  of 
bonds  which  are  held  outside  of  the  sinking  fund  assets. 

After  careful  inquiry  I  can  find  no  city  which  compares 
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with  it  in  size  and  importance  which  has  such  a  low  net  debt 
as  that  of  the  City  of  Erie,  $352,691.79. 

A  comparison  of  the  appropriation  ordinances  for  the  last 
three  years  shows  a  reduction  in  appropriations  each  year, 
while  the  growth  of  the  city  has  been  the  greatest  in  its 
history.  It  is  difficult  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  a  growing 
community  with  a  decreasing  revenue,  and  only  through  the 
greatest  economy  have  we  been  able  to  meet  the  ordinary 
running  expenses  of  the  city  government.  In  order  to  repair 
pavements,  and  to  provide  necessary  ward  funds,  we  were 
obliged  to  issue  a  small  amount  of  bonds  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1912. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  appropriation  ordinance 
bill  for  the  year  1912-1913.  The  revenues  were  as  follows: 

Tax  levy  of  10  mills  upon  an  assessed  valuation  of  $26,- 
218,054,— $262,180.54. 

From  estimates  of  incidental  revenue,  $83,000.00. 

A  total  that  could  be  used  for  city  purposes,  $345,180.54. 

Tax  levy  of  3  mills  for  sinking  fund  purposes,  $78,284.41. 

It  is  thus  shown  that  for  the  conduct  of  the  business  of 
the  municipality  there  was  available  only  $345,180.54. 

Assuming  that  the  legal  assessed  valuation  of  the  city 
for  1913,  will  approximate  $55,000,000.00,  a  tax  levy  of  6  mills 
will  bring  in  $330,000.00.  Estimated  incidental  revenue,  $90,- 
000.00.  A  total  that  can  be  applied  to  use  for  city  purposes 
of  $420,000.00.  A  tax  levy  of  \y2  mills  for  sinking  fund  pur¬ 
poses,  $82,500.00. 

Bv  this  method  of  calculation  there  will  be  $75,000.00 
more  provided  for  carrying  on  the  running  expenses  of  the 
city  government,  which  amount  will  provide  against  the  diffi¬ 
culties  experienced  last  year,  and  will  also  give  us  a  suffi¬ 
cient  sum  for  the  free  collection  of  the  garbage,  which  will 
probably  cost  $35,000.00  for  its  collection  and  incineration. 

The  amount  provided  for  sinking  fund  charges  is  ample 
to  take  care  of  all  bonds  which  have  been  authorized  upon  a 
basis  of  payment  in  twenty  years  from  the  time  of  issue. 

A  glance  at  these  figures  will  convince  anv  one  that  our 
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citizens  can  have  an  up-to-date  garbage  collection  and  de¬ 
struction  system,  and  get  many  needed  improvements  with 
practically  no  increase  in  their  taxes. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  tasks  before  your  honorable 
bodies  is  the  preparation  of  the  annual  appropriation  bill. 
The  demands  of  the  different  departments  are  constantly 
growing,  we  must  economize  and  examine  carefully  into  the 
needs  of  each  department,  and  provide  only  that  which  is 
actually  required  for  the  needs  of  each.  We  must  not  allow 
any  extravagancies,  but  we  must  be  sensible  and  not  be  pe¬ 
nurious;  a  policy  which  is  extremely  penurious  will  retard  the 
progress  of  the  city. 

I  have  given  much  thought  to  the  matter  of  the  revenues 

o  o 

of  our  city.  I  believe  that  we  should  endeavor  to  collect 
every  dollar  that  we  can  in  personal  taxes.  Many  people  liv¬ 
ing  in  our  city  are  enjoying  all  of  its  privileges;  they  own 
no  real  estate,  yet  have  good  incomes  and  could  easily  afford 
to  pay  a  reasonable  personal  tax,  which  should  be  levied  and 
collected  in  every  case. 

We  should  endeavor  to  have  the  legislature  of  the  State 
amend  its  revenue  laws,  so  that  a  large  portion  of  the  tax 
which  the  State  receives  from  the  public  service  corporations 
can  be  returned  to  the  municipality  which  gives  to  these  pub¬ 
lic  service  corporations  police  and  fire  protection  and  many 
other  privileges.  We  should  endeavor  to  have  the  State 
law  changed  so  that  we  could  have  returned  to  us  the  major 
portion  of  the  automobile  license  tax  collected  from  our  citi¬ 
zens. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  amount  that  would  be  received 
from  this  source  would  quite  nearly  pay  for  the  annual  re¬ 
pairs  to  our  asphalt  pavements,  and  the  advent  of  the  auto¬ 
mobile  compels  the  municipalities  to  keep  its  paved  streets 
in  good  repair  at  all  times. 

W  hile  I  do  not  believe  that  the  mercantile  tax.  imposed 
by  the  State,  is  a  just  tax,  yet  if  the  State  continues  to  levy 
this  tax,  we  should  endeavor  to  get  a  return  from  the  State 
of  a  large  portion  of  this  tax  which  is  collected  from  our  mer¬ 
chants  annually. 
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I  had  the  honor  to  appear  before  the  legislative  commit¬ 
tee  of  inquiry  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  argued  that  the  above 
mentioned  changes  should  be  made  in  the  revenue  laws  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  would  recommend  that  your  honor¬ 
able  bodies  pass  a  resolution  requesting  the  representatives 
from  the  city  and  county  of  Erie,  to  the  General  Assembly, 
to  support  legislation  that  may  bring  about  the  changes  in 
the  revenue  laws  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

If  we  will  give  close  attention  to  the  matter  of  incidental 
revenue  we  can  accomplish  many  things  and  keep  our  tax  rate 
upon  property  as  low  as  possible,  which  should  be  our  con¬ 
stant  aim. 

Grade  Separations. 

There  is  no  problem  before  us  which  means  so  much  to 
the  safety  and  convenience  of  our  people,  and  to  the  further 
development  of  the  city,  than  the  speedy  abolition  of  rail¬ 
road  grade  crossings. 

There  has  been  some  actual  accomplishments  along  this 
line  during  the  year  1912,  and  agreements  have  been  made 
with  the  railroad  companies  and  the  abutting  property  owners 
by  which  a  subway  sixty  feet  in  width  will  be  constructed 
during  this  year  in  Liberty  street.  All  claims  for  property 
damages  have  been  waived,  the  city  is  to  do  the  excavating, 
build  retaining  walls  and  pave  the  street,  through  the  sub¬ 
way,  and  the  railroad  companies  are  to  build  the  heavy  con¬ 
crete  abutments,  build  the  bridges  supporting  their  tracks  and 
perpetually  maintain  their  bridges  and  abutments. 

The  City  Engineer  estimates  the  cost  to  the  city  as  fol¬ 


lows  : 

For  Excavating . $  6,000.00 

For  Paving  .  3,800.00 

For  Sidewalk .  800.00 

For  Retaining  Walls .  4,800.00 

Total  . $15,400.00 

Credit  by  dirt  which  is  to  be  used  in  filling  the 

bank  of  Front  street .  5,000.00 

Net  Cost  . $10,400.00 
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Negotiations  for  a  compromise  agreement  for  the  build¬ 
ing  of  this  subway  were  started  on  January  30,  1912,  and, 
after  many  conferences  and  much  hard  work,  legislation  mak¬ 
ing  this  agreement  legal  was  finally  passed  by  your  honor¬ 
able  bodies  on  September  30,  1912. 

The  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany  has  raised  its  tracks  and  has  material  upon  the  ground 
to  start  work  just  as  soon  as  the  city  does  its  excavating, 
and  the  City  Engineer’s  Department  will  do  this  work  as 
soon  as  the  weather  permits,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  all 
work  upon  this  improvement  will  be  completed  during  the 
year  1913. 

The  completion  of  the  Liberty  street  subway  will  afford 
much  relief  to  the  people  of  the  west  side  of  the  city,  both 
north  and  south  of  the  railroad  tracks  as  thousands  of  our 
workingmen,  employed  in  the  large  factories,  will  use  this 
subway  in  going  to  and  from  the  factories. 

The  Liberty  street  boulevard  may  then  be  continued  from 
beautiful  Liberty  Park  to  Twenty-sixth  street,  and  thousands 
of  drivers  of  motor  and  other  vehicles  will  drive  up  into  the 
southern  section  of  our  city,  whereas  they  were  formerly  com¬ 
pelled  to  go  to  State  street  to  avoid  the  danger  of  the  railroads. 

I  have  given  much  thought  and  study  to  the  question  of 
the  immediate  abolition  of  other  grade  crossings,  and  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  negotiations  required  to  make  the  building 
of  the  Liberty  street  subway  possible  have  proven  to  me  that 
it  is  best  to  undertake  to  do  this  work  gradually,  and  to  make 
a  start  at  once  to  build  subways  at  those  points  only  where 
they  are  most  needed.  These  places  are  Parade  street,  Peach 

street  and  Sassafras  street,  and  with  the  subwav  construction 
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at  Peach  and  Sassafras  streets,  will  come  the  erection  of  the 
much  needed  modern  Union  Depot. 

It  has  been  thought  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  build 
a  subwav  at  Parade  street  until  such  time  when  subwavs 
could  also  be  built  in  streets  immediately  west  of  Parade 
street,  but  after,  going  over  the  plan  with  our  City  Engineer 
and  other  engineers,  I  find  that  even  although  you  raise  the 
tracks  at  Parade  street  to  the  required  height,  and  do  not 
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immediately  build  subways  at  German  and  Holland  streets,  it 
is  possible  to  cross  German  and  Holland  streets  without  dif¬ 
ficulty,  and  with  a  hue  subway  in  Parade  street  there  will  be 
little  necessity  of  crossing  the  tracks  at  German  or  Holland 
streets. 

Parade  street  is  one  of  the  important  streets  of  our  city, 
and  at  the  present  time  it  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  cross¬ 
ings  in  the  city.  Hundreds  of  teams  are  compelled  to  cross 
the  tracks  each  day,  going  to  and  form  the  Pennsylvania 
freight  house,  and  the  business  of  this  street  is  injured  to  a 
great  extent  by  the  impediment  of  this  grade  crossing. 

Parade  street  should  have  a  new  pavement  from  Four¬ 
teenth  to  Eighteenth  streets,  and  if  the  subway  is  built 
the  street  can  then  be  paved  and  business  will  not  be  diverted 
from  Parade  street  as  it  is  at  present. 

It  requires  no  argument  on  my  part  to  convince  you  of 
the  necessity  of  the  building  of  the  Peach  street  and  Sassa¬ 
fras  street  subways.  Narrow  escapes  from  death  are  of  al¬ 
most  weekly  occurrence  at  both  of  these  points.  Street  cars 
and  travel  of  all  kinds  are  held  up  to  the  point  of  its  becom¬ 
ing  a  positive  nuisance. 

The  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  &  Southern  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany,  through  its  proper  officers,  has  indicated  its  desire  of 
assisting  in  the  abolition  of  grade  crossings,  on  the  plan  of  its 
work  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  railroad  company  to  bear  sixty- 
five  per  centum  of  the  cost  and  municipality  to  pay  thirty- 
five  per  centum.  The  Street  Car  Company  should  pay  part  of 
the  cost  upon  streets  in  which  it  has  tracks,  and  this  would 
reduce  the  cost  to  the  city  very  materially. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  no  law,  at  present,  which 
provides  for  a  division  of  the  cost  of  subway  construction. 
The  law  committee  of  the  League  of  Third  Class  Cities,  of 
Pennsylvania,  of  which  committee  Charles  H.  English,  Esq., 
our  City  Solicitor,  is  a  member,  will  prepare  a  bill  which,  I 
am  advised,  will  provide  that  the  municipality  shall  not  be 
compelled  to  pay  more  than  25  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  the 
abolition  of  grade  crossings.  This  bill  will  be  presented  at 
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the  coming  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  its  passage  would 
greatly  assist  the  municipalities  of  the  State  in  making  agree¬ 
ments  with  the  railroad  companies. 

I  believe  that  it  is  possible  to  make  an  agreement  with  the 
railroad  companies  to  build  subways  at  these  three  important 
points  upon  much  the  same  terms  as  embodied  in  the  Liberty 
street  agreement.  With  these  streets  taken  care  of,  and  the 
acquisition  of  a  new  modern  depot,  which  our  people  are  de¬ 
manding,  the  balance  of  the  problem  of  grade  separation  will 
work  itself  out  from  time  to  time. 

It  is  the  custom  of  most  of  the  large  cities  to  make  an 
agreement  with  the  railroad  companies  to  build  subways  each 
year.  In  a  conversation  which  I  had  with  Mayor  Thompson, 
of  Detroit,  a  few  months  ago,  he  advised  me  that  the  city  of 
Detroit  had  an  agreement  with  the  railroad  companies  by 
which  two  subways  were  built  each  year. 

The  happiness  of  our  people,  and  the  progress  of  our  city 
demands  that  we  continue  the  work  of  grade  separation,  and 
I  beg  of  you  to  support  the  recommendations  that  I  have  made 
for  the  abolition  of  the  grade  crossings  at  Parade,  Peach  and 
Sassafras  streets,  by  requesting  an  immediate  conference  with 
the  officials  of  the  interested  railroad  companies.  If  we  will 
act  quickly,  and  can  make  a  proper  agreement,  I  have  been 
informed  by  competent  engineers  that  all  of  this  work  can 
be  done  inside  of  two  years. 

Ash  Street  Subway. 

One  of  the  first  questions  to  receive  my  attention  was  the 
necessity  of  improving  Ash  street  subway,  which  has  been  a 
disgrace  to  our  city  for  years.  The  drainage  of  this  subway 
is  bad,  it  has  a  cobble  stone  pavement,  is  poorly  lighted  and 
has  poor  sidewalks.  Legislation  has  been  passed  by  your 
honorable  bodies  and  the  money  provided,  and  it  is  now  in  the 
city  treasury,  to  properly  drain  this  subway,  pave  Ash  street 
from  Fifteenth  street,  through  the  subway  to  Eighteenth 
street,  build  new  sidewalks  and  install  new  electric  lights. 

I  lie  contract  for  the  work  is  signed  and  work  will  begin 
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just  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits.  We  shall  request  the 
railroad  companies  to  raise  their  tracks  so  as  to  allow  the 
largest  type  of  street  cars  to  pass  through  this  subway,  and 
shall  have  the  street  car  company  move  its  tracks  about  three 
feet  to  the  west  through  the  subway,  which  change  will  permit 
of  the  passage  of  two  vehicles  through  the  subway  at  one 
time. 


Street  Car  Service  and  Traction  Matters. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  traction  company  we  should  act 
without  prejudice,  giving  the  company  “a  square  deal”  and 
require  the  company  to  give  the  city  “a  square  deal.”  It  has 
been  my  constant  aim  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  affairs  of  this 
company,  insofar  as  they  relate  to  the  operation  of  their  lines 
within  this  city.  I  have  requested  this  company  upon  numer¬ 
ous  occasions  to  improve  their  service,  so  as  to  give  our  citi¬ 
zens  quicker  and  better  street  car  facilities.  This  has  been 
done  upon  some  of  our  streets,  but  there  is  still  room  for  im¬ 
provement. 

I  would  like  to  see  an  end  to  constant  litigation  between 
the  city  and  the  street  car  company.  It  would  seem  to  me  that 
much  more  could  be  accomplished  by  getting  together  upon 
a  business  like  basis.  The  growth  and  progress  of  the  city  will 
necessitate  extensions  of  street  car  lines  and  quicker  trans¬ 
portation  facilities  for  our  people.  This  will  mean  more  busi¬ 
ness  and  ultimate  prosperity  for  the  street  car  company. 
Therefore,  we  should  reach  some  understanding  with  the 
traction  company  by  which  it  could  increase  and  improve  its 
facilities  without  a  constant  fight  with  the  city,  and  the  city 
get  an  adequate  return  from  the  traction  company  for  the 
privileges  it  has  received  from  the  city  in  its  several  franchises 
and  those  it  may  seek  in  the  future. 

Let  us  forget  the  mistakes  of  the  past  and  let  both  sides 
be  fair.  I  find  from  an  inspection  of  the  city  controller’s  books 
that  during  the  year  1911  the  traction  company  paid  to  the 
City  of  Erie,  for  tax  upon  its  cars,  $1,500.00;  for  the  year 
1912  it  paid  for  tax  upon  its  cars  $1,625.00.  During  the  winter 
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of  1912  it  paid  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  snow  removal,  and  a 
contract  has  just  been  made  with  this  company  to  pay  one- 
half  of  the  cost  of  snow  removal  from  the  streets  upon  which 
it  operates  cars. 

After  much  consideration  of  the  subject,  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  that  we  endeavor  to  reach  the  following  agreement  with 
the  traction  company : 

For  a  period  of  hve  years  the  street  car  company  shall 
pay  to  the  city  1/  per  cent,  of  its  gross  receipts,  for  the  next 
succeeding  period  of  hve  years,  the  traction  company  shall 
pay  to  the  city  2  per  cent,  of  its  gross  receipts,  and  after  that 
period,  for  all  time,  the  traction  company  shall  pay  to  the  city 
3  per  cent,  of  its  gross  receipts.  In  lieu  of  this  payment  of 
gross  receipts,  we  waive  all  car  taxes,  charges  for  snow  re¬ 
moval  and  give  to  this  street  car  company  reasonable  fran¬ 
chises  for  limited  terms  of  years,  for  any  extensions  required 
or  for  new  lines  which  are  necessary,  the  traction  company 
to  take  care  of  its  share  of  street  paving  as  it  is  done  at 
present. 

It  is  said  that  this  company  is  bonded  too  heavily  and 
therefore  “hardup.”  Under  the  plan  proposed  the  payments 
required  for  the  first  hve  years  would  entail  no  hardship  upon 
the  company,  would  give  the  city  a  more  adequate  return  than 
it  is  receiving  at  the  present  time,  and  when  the  company 
shall  have  attained  a  better  hnancial  condition  it  could  well 
afford  to  pay  the  city  a  fair  return  for  the  valuable  privileges 
that  it  now  enjoys. 

This  is  only  a  fair  business  proposition  and  if  the  company 
wants  to  be  fair  to  the  city  it  should  be  willing  to  make  this 
arrangement,  if  authorized  by  your  honorable  bodies. 

The  traction  company  in  the  City  of  Harrisburg  has  the 
same  franchise  as  the  traction  company  in  the  City  of  Erie, 
and  that  city  receives  3  per  cent,  of  the  gross  receipts  of  the 
traction  company,  which  netted  the  City  of  Harrisburg  $21,- 
000.00  for  the  year  1912. 

I  trust  that  your  honorable  bodies  will  endeavor  to  arrange 
a  settlement  of  the  “trolley  question”  by  this  plan. 
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Garbage  Disposal. 

There  has  been  an  insistant  demand  upon  the  part  of  our 
citizens  that  the  city  should  have  its  own  garbage  collection 
and  disposal  system.  This  has  been  a  most  difficult  matter  to 
solve  and,  after  many  meetings  of  the  special  committee  upon 
garbage  disposal,  it  was  decided  that  incineration  is  the  best 
method  to  be  employed  for  the  present  in  the  disposal  of  the 
garbage  and  rubbish  of  the  city. 

On  July  29th,  1912,  your  honorable  bodies  passed  legis¬ 
lation  providing  for  the  purchase  of  a  farm  of  about  ninety 
acres.  This  land,  known  as  the  Boughton  farm,  is  located 
on  the  line  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  about  six 
miles  from  the  city  by  rail,  and  2  2-9  miles  bv  wagon  road. 
The  purchase  price  was  $5,500.00,  and  the  money  used  for  the 
purchase  came  from  the  sale  of  Ritner  street. 

Contracts  have  been  awarded  to  the  Morse-Bulger  De¬ 
structor  Company  of  New  York,  for  incinerating  furnaces,  for 
$15,500.00;  to  J.  P.  Simon,  of  this  city,  for  buildings  and  hous¬ 
ing  of  the  furnaces,  for  $6,580.00,  and  to  the  M.  W.  Kellogg 
Company,  of  New  York,  for  the  erection  of  a  chimney,  for 
$3,280.00. 

The  grading  at  the  farm  has  been  completed,  and  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  is  now  building  the  railroad 
switch  from  the  main  track.  As  soon  as  the  railroad  switch 
is  completed  the  contractor  will  rush  his  building  material 
to  this  farm  and  commence  the  erection  of  the  furnaces  and 
buildings,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  buildings  will  be  completed 
in  April  of  this  year,  unless  the  weather  should  retard  the 
progress  of  the  work. 

We  have  an  option  upon  a  piece  of  land  adjoining  the 
municipal  asphalt  plant,  which  we  can  purchase  for  $5,000.00, 
upon  which  land  we  can  erect  stables  that  will  take  care  of 
the  housing  of  the  horses  and  wagons  which  will  be  used  in 
the  collection  of  garbage,  besides  the  horses  and  wagons 
which  will  be  purchased  for  the  other  city  departments. 

If  this  land  is  purchased,  and  the  stables  erected,  the 
entire  cost  of  the  lands,  buildings,  furnaces,  horses,  wagons 
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and  equipment  ready  to  collect  garbage,  and  dispose  of  same, 
will  total  between  $51,000.00  and  $52,000.00. 

Besides  the  appropriation  of  $5,500.00  for  the  purchase 
of  the  farm,  we  have  appropriated,  through  bond  issues,  a 
total  of  $55,000.00  for  the  construction  and  equipment  of  plant 
and  collection  of  the  garbage.  Of  this  amount  there  ought 
to  be  about  $8,000.00  left  to  apply  toward  the  payment  of  the 
collection  for  this  year. 

The  City  Engineer  has  designed  tank  boxes  for  the  wag¬ 
ons,  which  will  take  a  collection  of  rubbish  with  the  garbage, 
which  rubbish  will  furnish  fuel  to  burn  the  garbage.  With 
the  collection  of  rubbish  we  can  abolish  the  practice  of  having 
a  municipal  cleaning  day  for  each  of  the  wards  of  the  city  and 
save  this  expense,  which  cost  the  city  about  $1,000.00  last  year. 

I  beg  to  assure  our  citizens  that  we  are  rushing  the  work 
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in  the  building  and  equipment  of  the  garbage  plant  just  as 
fast  as  we  can,  and  have  had  to  fight  our  way  to  accomplish 
what  has  already  been  done. 

A  committee  consisting  of  the  City  Engineer,  the  City 
Controller,  Select  Councilman  Lynch,  Common  Councilman 
Scheer  and  the  Mayor,  has  been  given  full  power  to  complete 
the  plant,  and  to  arrange  every  detail  for  the  collection  of  the 
garbage. 

Department  of  Engineering. 

Construction  of  Sewers,  Pavements,  Etc. 

One  of  the  many  needed  improvements  which  was  begun 
in  the  year  1912  was  the  starting  of  work  upon  a  system  of 
storm  water  drain  sewers  in  the  different  sections  of  the  city. 
Eor  years  there  have  been  complaints  of  cellars  flooded  after 
severe  storms  until  the  conditions  had  become  exasperating 
to  many  of  our  people,  and  contracts  were  awarded  for  the 
building  of  storm  water  drain  sewers  in  Twenty-ninth,  Nine¬ 
teenth,  Eighth,  Cascade  and  Raspberry  streets.  The  cost  of 
these  sewers  is  to  be  paid  by  the  city,  money  having  been 
provided  from  the  issue  of  bonds  for  sewer  and  conduit  con¬ 
struction.  The  work  of  constructing  these  sewers  is  being- 
rushed  as  fast  as  can  be  done,  and  it  is  hoped  that  within  a 
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few  months  many  of  the  sections  of  our  city  will  be  relieved 
of  the  old  conditions  which  followed  every  storm. 

Sanitary  sewers  are  being  built  in  all  of  the  sections  of 
the  city,  especially  in  the  Fifth  ward,  where  the  growth  in 
building  is  the  greatest  at  the  present  time. 

An  appropriation  of  $5,000.00  has  been  made  for  the  grad¬ 
ing  and  filling  of  the  sloping  bank  of  Front  street,  which  work 
will  be  started  early  in  the  spring.  The  dirt  which  will  come 
from  the  excavation  of  the  Liberty  street  subway  will  be  used 
in  part  for  this  work,  this  filling  and  grading  being  necessary 
before  the  work  of  the  building  of  the  large  intercepting  sewer, 
which  will  have  to  be  constructed  shortly,  in  the  bank  of  Front 
street,  extending  from  Mill  Creek  to  Cascade  Creek. 

With  the  building  of  this  large  intercepting  sewer,  in  the 
bank  of  Front  street,  and  with  the  completion  of  one  more 
section  of  the  Mill  Creek  Valley  sewer,  will  come  the  need  for 
a  sewage  disposal  plant,  and  provision  has  already  been  made 
for  the  construction  of  a  temporary  sewage  disposal  plant,  for 
which  $10,000.00  has  been  appropriated,  through  a  bond  issue. 

The  permit  from  the  State  Department  of  Health,  allow¬ 
ing  the  city  to  discharge  its  sewage  into  the  bay,  expired  on 
July  1,  1912.  I  believe  that  this  permit  will  be  extended,  as 
application  for  an  extension  has  been  made,  and  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvana  has  been 
advised  of  .the  progress  which  we  are  making. 

The  report  of  the  City  Engineer  shows  that  through  the 
operation  oi  the  municipal  asphalt  plant  the  city  repaired 
asphalt  pavements,  including  the  building  of  new  brick  gut¬ 
ters,  at  the  low  cost  of  60.3  cents  per  square  yard.  The  as¬ 
phalt  pavements,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  streets,  are  now 
in  good  condition. 

On  account  of  lack  of  funds  much  difficulty  was  exper¬ 
ienced  in  making  repairs  to  pavements,  the  work  in  1912  start¬ 
ing  late  in  the  summer  season.  It  is  hoped  that  for  this  year 
we  will  have  sufficient  money  provided  so  that  general  repairs 
to  pavements  will  be  started  in  the  early  spring. 
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I  would  recommend  that  every  consideration  be  given  the 
requirements  of  the  Engineer’s  department  in  order  that  pub¬ 
lic  work  can  be  done  during  the  season  of  the  year  when  the 
weather  is  propitious  for  outside  work.  I  also  recommend  the 
purchase  of  horses  for  the  wagons  of  this  department.  Each 
department  of  the  city  government,  which  is  compelled  to  do 
street  work  of  any  kind,  should  have  its  own  horses  and 
wagons. 

Street  Department. 

One  of  the  first  requisites  of  the  city  government  is  clean 
streets.  Even  although  we  must  economize  in  many  things 
we  must  provide  enough  money  to  keep  our  streets  clean. 
The  condition  of  our  streets  is  always  closely  observed  by  the 
stranger  who  enters  our  city,  and  a  reputation  for  cleanliness 
is  one  to  be  jealous  of. 

I  believe  that  the  city  of  Erie  compares  favorably  with 
cities  of  much  larger  size  in  the  condition  of  its  streets,  al¬ 
though  we  have  an  antiquated  method  of  cleaning  as  com¬ 
pared  with  many  of  these  cities.  We  have  one  flushing  wagon 
which  has  not  been  used  much  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the 
engine  seems  to  be  constantly  out  of  repair.  The  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Streets  advises  that  a  proposition  has  been  made 
to  him  whereby  the  city  can  purchase  four  air  pressure  flush¬ 
ing  wagons  at  a  price  which  permits  of  exchanging  the  pres¬ 
ent  flushing  wagon,  and  he  recommends  that  an  exchange  be 
made  and  four  air  pressure  flushing  wagons  be  purchased 
and  the  present  wagon  be  returned  to  the  manufacturers.  I 
would  recommend  that  the  proposition  made  to  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Streets  be  carefully  considered,  and  the  exchange 
made  if  the  terms  of  the  exchange  are  reasonable. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  inquiries  be  made  as  to  the 
methods  employed  in  other  cities  for  the  cleaning  of  the 
streets,  so  that  we  can  be  up  to  date  in  this  important  work. 

1  he  street  department  has  recently  purchased  a  team  and 
wagon  which  is  now  used  in  collecting  the  sweepings  of  the 
white  wings,  and  doing  many  other  odd  jobs  and  has  already 
proven,  to  this  department,  that  it  would  be  good  practical 
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business  sense  for  the  city  to  maintain  several  of  its  own 
teams  for  doing  public  work. 

One  of  the  gratifying  features  of  the  report  of  the  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Streets  is  the  information  given  that  during  the 
year  1912  there  was  laid  in  the  city  nearly  eight  miles  of  ce¬ 
ment  sidewalks,  at  an  average  width  of  7.1  feet.  When  we 
talk  of  civic  beauty  we  must  admit  that  there  is  nothing  which 
adds  so  much  to  the  beauty  of  a  city  as  good  cement  walks, 
and  the  Councils  of  our  city  have  acted  wisely  in  requiring 
walks  of  good  width  to  be  laid. 

Many  of  our  street  signs  are  in  a  faded  condition  and  are 
hard  to  read,  but  this  condition  will  be  remedied  in  the  spring, 
as  a  contract  has  been  awarded  to  the  M.  E.  Cunningham 
Company  of  Pittsburgh,  for  a  sufficient  number  of  new  signs 
to  replace  those  that  are  defaced. 

It  shall  be  the  aim  of  this  administration  to  keep  our 
streets  in  the  very  best  condition  at  all  times,  and  the  City 
Electrician  and  the  Engineer’s  department  have  been  advised 
to  make  no  more  cuts  in  pavements  than  are  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  it  is  impossible  to  make 
immediate  repairs  to  the  pavements. 

Parks. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  department  of  our  city  government 
which  has  done  so  much  with  such  small  means  as  has  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners.  The  appropriation  for  the 
maintenance  of  our  parks,  for  the  fiscal  year  1912-1913,  is 
$4,000.00.  There  has  been  added  to  this  sum  recently  $2,000.00 
for  park  improvements  which  is  unexpended.  I  beg  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commission¬ 
ers,  and  their  recommendations  for  improvements. 

One  of  these  recommendations  is  for  fountains  for  Perry 
Square,  and  for  your  information  would  advise  you  that  I 
wrote  to  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  some  few  weeks 
ago  requesting  that  this  board  furnish  fountains  for  both  the 
east  and  west  parks  in  Perry  Square.  I  feel  assured  that  the 
Water  Commissioners  will  very  kindly  accede  to  this  request, 
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and  I  am  informed  that  this  board  is  now  considering  designs 
for  the  fountains  which  will  be  placed  in  these  parks  at  the 
expense  of  the  Commissioners  of  Water  Works. 

Funds  should  be  provided  for  the  Park  Commissioners 
to  place  more  seats  in  Perry  Square,  Liberty  Park  and  Lake 
Side  Park,  also  to  complete  the  laying  of  cement  walks  in 
Liberty  Park,  which  gives  promise  of  being  “a  thing  of  beauty.’’ 
Particular  attention  should  be  given  to  this  park,  as  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  Liberty  street  subway  will  increase  the  driving 
out  West  Sixth  street,  around  Liberty  Park  and  up  Liberty 
Boulevard. 

Glenwood  is  our  largest  park.  It  is  a  natural  park,  has  a 
stream  running  through  it  and  part  of  the  park  is  heavily 
wooded.  It  furnishes  a  place  of  recreation  for  a  large  part  of 
our  people,  and  its  patronage  will  increase  as  our  city  grows 
to  the  south,  as  it  is  doing  very  rapidly. 

It  would  seem  that  it  would  be  good  sense  to  make  a  com¬ 
prehensive  plan  for  the  future  development  and  improvement 
of  this  park,  and  when  this  plan  is  adopted,  to  shape  our 
finances  so  that  an  appropriation  can  be  made  each  year  to 
carry  out  gradually  all  of  the  requirements  of  this  plan.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  this  will  be  done  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
that  in  the  meantime  the  Park  Commissioners  will  be  given 
funds  to  do  that  which  is  required  to  be  done  at  once. 

Land  Light  House  Park  is  our  newest  park,  and  was  ac¬ 
quired  on  May  18th,  1912,  by  lease  from  the  Lhiited  States 
government  for  a  term  of  five  years,  without  cost  to  the  city. 
It  is  not  probable  that  this  property  will  ever  be  used  for  light 
house  purposes  again,  and  the  city  will  no  doubt  have  a  per¬ 
petual  use  of  this  land  for  park  purposes. 

Those  of  our  citizens  who  visited  this  park  during  the 
past  summer  are  unanimous  in  saying,  “It  is  the  prettiest  spot 
on  the  bank  of  the  lake,"  and  in  making  up  the  appropriation 
for  parks  for  the  coming  year,  I  recommend  that  a  few  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  be  given  for  the  purchase  of  benches,  and  a  few 
necessary  improvements. 
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Mr.  Jacob  Warfel  has  offered  to  sell  to  the  city,  for  park 
purposes,  a  piece  of  land  which  is  admirably  adapted  for  a 
small  park  in  the  southeastern  section  of  the  city.  His  offer 
was  not  accepted,  there  being  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
price,  which  I  am  inclined  to  believe  was  a  little  too  high. 
I  believe,  however,  that  Mr.  Warfel  will  accept  a  much  less 
figure  for  cash  payment,  and  I  would  recommend  the  purchase 
of  this  property  if  a  proper  cash  price  can  be  obtained. 

I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  we  should  immediately 
acquire  a  small  park  in  the  middle  eastern  section  of  the  city. 
This  should  be  done  this  year,  and  another  small  park  should 
be  acquired  in  the  rapidly  growing  southwestern  part  of  the 
city.  The  land  for  these  small  parks  could  be  purchased  by 
bond  issues.  The  Park  Commissioners  have  made  recom¬ 
mendations  for  the  planting  of  trees,  and  there  should  be  a 
systematic  effort  made  for  planting  upon  all  of  our  residence 
streets  which  now  lack  shade  trees.  Funds  should  be  pro¬ 
vided  the  Park  Commissioners  for  the  care  of  same.  Nothing 
so  beautifies  a  city  as  fine  shady  streets  and  well  kept  lawns. 

City  Hall. 

During  the  past  year  the  brick  and  stone  work  of  the 
city  hall  was  pointed  up  and  all  joints  thoroughly  repaired, 
the  roof  repaired  and  cornices  repainted.  This  is  the  first 
time  that  repairs  of  this  character  have  ever  been  made  to  the 
building  and  these  repairs  should  have  been  made  some  years 
ago. 

A  ventilation  system  has  been  installed  in  the  sub-cellar, 
improving  the  conditions  that  have  existed  there  for  a  long 
time,  much  to  the  relief  of  the  occupants  of  the  city  building. 

A  new  floor  was  laid  in  the  police  station,  new  benches 
provided  for  the  use  of  the  police  officers,  the  office  of  the  chief 
of  police  repainted  and  refurnished.  Most  of  this  work  was 
paid  for  from  the  fund  realized  from  police  court  fines. 

Your  honorable  bodies  realize  the  necessity  of  complet¬ 
ing  the  third  story  of  the  city  hall  without  further  delay.  The 
entire  basement,  with  the  exception  of  quarters  for  the  City 
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Electrician,  should  be  turned  over  to  the  police  department. 
The  report  of  the  Chief  of  Police  gives  the  information  that 
frequently  two  prisoners  are  confined  in  one  cell,  which  allows 
a  dangerous  condition  to  exist,  because  of  lack  of  room  for 
more  cells.  If  this  change  is  made  in  the  basement  enough 
room  will  be  provided  to  take  care  of  the  needs  of  the  police 
department  for  a  great  many  years. 

In  the  part  of  this  message  which  treats  of  the  finances 
of  the  city,  I  have  shown  you  how  the  money  can  be  obtained 
for  making  these  needed  changes,  and  I  recommend  that  an 
architect  be  engaged  to  plan  such  changes  in  the  building  as 
your  honorable  bodies  may  suggest. 

Electrical. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  city,  with  the  attendant  increase 
in  the  use  of  electricity  for  lighting  and  power,  together  with 
the  increased  use  of  the  telephone,  makes  the  electrical  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  city  government  one  of  increased  importance. 

The  city  is  suffering  from  the  mistakes  of  the  past,  which 
mistakes,  in  giving  franchises,  permitted  any  of  the  com¬ 
panies  to  erect  poles  for  the  conduct  of  their  business,  so  that 
today  most  of  our  streets  are  burdened  and  disfigured  by 
forests  of  poles,  whereas  if  there  had  been  some  provision  in 
these  franchises  making  it  necessary  for  several  companies 
to  occupy  the  same  pole,  there  would  not  be  one-half  the  poles 
upon  our  streets  today. 

I  requested  the  City  Electrician  about  two  months  ago 
to  withhold  all  further  permits  to  the  different  lighting  and 
telephone  companies  until  we  could  have  some  agreement 
made,  if  possible,  whereby  two  companies  could  occupy  one 
pole,  such  agreement  to  pertain  to  all  future  construction  and 
to  old  construction  where  changes  could  be  made.  There  have 
been  several  meetings  in  my  office  with  the  result  that  the 
Mutual  Telephone  Company  and  the  Erie  Lighting  Company 
have  signed  an  agreement  to  use  poles  jointly  in  all  future 
construction  work.  The  Bell  Telephone  Company  and  the 
Edison  Electric  Light  Company  are  working  upon  the  details 
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of  a  plan  for  the  same  kind  of  agreement,  which  I  believe  will 
be  entered  into  within  the  next  few  days.  In  the  several  con¬ 
ferences  which  have  been  held  at  mv  office  the  representatives 
of  the  different  companies  readily  expressed  a  willingness  to 
relieve  the  city  from  the  erection  of  any  more  poles  than  are 
absolutely  necessary,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  pending  arrange¬ 
ment  will  work  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  city. 

During  the  past  year  ordinances  have  been  passed  for 
the  construction  of  low  tension  wire  conduits  in  the  following 
streets:  East  side  of  Parade  street,  from  Ninth  to  Tenth 
streets,  and  on  Tenth  street,  from  Parade  to  Wayne  street; 
the  north  side  of  Sixth  street,  from  Peach  to  Cascade ;  south 
side  of  Eighth  street,  from  Cherry  to  Liberty ;  south  side  of 
Tenth  street,  from  State  street  to  proposed  new  building  of 
the  Bell  Telephone  Company;  west  side  of  Peach  street,  from 
Eighteenth  to  Twenty-sixth  street. 

It  is  expected  that  much  of  this  work  will  be  done  during 
the  summer  season  of  this  year,  and  if  your  honorable  bodies 
will  follow  a  plan  to  have  low  tension  wire  conduits  built  in 
alternate  streets  which  run  in  an  easterly  and  westerly  di¬ 
rection  in  the  city  we  can,  by  aid  of  the  block  distribution 
system,  rid  the  city  of  all  the  poles  except  those  which  carry 
the  high  tension  wires,  and  for  the  care  of  these  dangerous 
high  tension  wires  we  should  employ  a  competent  engineer 
to  design  a  system  of  conduits  which  could  be  constructed 
gradually,  commencing  this  year  with  the  putting  under 
ground  of  the  high  tension  wires  upon  State  street.  Please 
do  not  allow  another  year  to  go  by  without  this  work  of  rid¬ 
ding  State  street  of  poles  being  started.  In  the  financial  part 
of  this  message  I  have  shown  how  the  funds  can  be  secured 
through  a  bond  issue.  Let  us  act  immediately  and  work  out 
a  plan  during  this  winter,  so  that  the  work  may  begin  this 
summer. 

There  seems  to  be  a  conflict  between  the  Are  department 
and  that  of  the  City  Electrician  regarding  the  care  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  Are  alarm  system  of  the  City  of  Erie.  This  is 
too  important  a  matter  to  be  in  controversy  over.  There  should 
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be  a  fixed  responsibility  for  the  perfect  and  certain  operation 
of  our  fire  alarm  system  ;  one  man  should  be  held  responsible 
for  its  proper  operation  ;  he  should  have  sole  control  over  the 
system,  and  that  man  should  be  the  City  Electrician.  If  he 
is  not  competent,  then  he  should  be  discharged  and  a  compe¬ 
tent  man  engaged.  An  examination  of  the  ordinances  and 
resolutions  governing  the  control  of  the  lire  alarm  system  of 
the  city  shows  a  limited  responsibility  vested  in  the  City 
Electrician  and  a  divided  responsibility  between  the  Chief  of 
the  Fire  Department,  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  and 
the  City  Electrician.  1  recommend  that  legislation  be  enacted 
at  once  which  will  place  all  responsibility  where  it  rightly  be¬ 
longs,  upon  the  City  Electrician. 

Fire  Department. 

A  good  fire  department  is  a  municipal  necessity,  and  it 
is  conceded  by  those  competent  to  judge  that  Erie  has  a 
splendid  fire  department  which,  the  records  show,  responded 
to  257  fire  alarms  during  the  eleven  months  of  1912.  The 
property  loss  was  only  $69,955.13,  which  property  was  covered 
by  insurance  to  the  amount  of  $1,913,965.00.  The  department 
is  gradually  being  advanced  to  a  full  paid  basis,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  this  advancement  will  be  continued  until  within 
a  very  short  time  the  city  will  have  a  full  paid  department. 

The  Fire  Commissioners  have  recommended  that  the  city 
limits  be  extended  in  all  directions,  particularly  to  the  east 
and  southeast.  I  believe  that  this  is  a  very  wise  suggestion. 
These  outlying  sections  are  becoming  so  thickly  populated 
as  to  require  fire  and  police  protection  within  a  very  short 
time,  and  I  recommend  that  you  give  careful  consideration  to 
this  subject. 

The  matter  of  a  new  and  up-to-date  building  to  take  the 
place  of  the  present  Engine  House  No.  3  is  a  subject  that  has 
been  presented  regularly  each  year  for  a  number  of  years. 
There  can  be  no  question  about  the  dilapidated  and  over¬ 
crowded  condition  of  this  building.  Instead  of  talking  about 
it  year  after  year,  some  start  should  at  least  be  made  to  remedv 
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this  condition,  and  if  it  is  not  possible  to  appropriate  enough 
money  to  erect  a  suitable  building  this  year,  we  should  pro¬ 
vide  sufficient  funds  to  purchase  additional  ground  adjoining 
the  present  building  and  set  aside  some  money,  so  that  in 
another  year  enough  money  can  be  provided  to  erect  a  new 
building  suitable  for  the  headquarters  of  a  modern  hre  de¬ 
partment. 

The  quarters  of  Fire  Engine  Company  No.  2,  on  Parade 
street,  are  antiquated  and  very  much  cramped.  Parade  street 
is  an  important  business  thoroughfare  and  should  be  provided 
with  a  more  modern  engine  house.  I  would  earnestly  recom¬ 
mend  that  an  appropriation  be  made  this  year  for  the  purchase 
of  adjoining  land  and  at  a  later  period  a  new  engine  house 
could  be  built. 

Buildings. 

No  better  proof  of  the  great  growth  of  the  City  of  Erie 
can  be  given  than  the  statement,  in  the  report  of  the  Building 
Inspector,  “The  building  operations  for  the  period  mentioned 
have  exceeded  greatly  those  of  any  former  year  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  city.’’ 

During  the  year  1912  the  Building  Inspector  issued  1,399 
permits  and  the  estimated  cost  of  buildings  was  given  as 
$2,346,833.00.  This  estimate  is  lower  than  actual  cost  of 
operations,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  during  the  year  building 
operations  probably  totaled  the  large  sum  of  $3,000,000.00. 

The  year  1912  saw  the  completion  of  the  beautiful  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  building,  the  addition  to  the  new  Marine  Bank  building, 
the  near  completion  of  the  new  Hotel  Lawrence  and  new 
houses  in  all  sections  of  the  city. 

The  fees  received  in  the  office  of  the  Building  Inspector 
amounted  to  $2,637.00.  The  salary  of  this  official  is  ridicu¬ 
lously  low  in  comparison  with  his  important  duties,  and  should 
be  increased  and  assistance  be  given  him.  It  will  be  a  phys¬ 
ical  impossibility  for  one  man  to  properly  supervise  all  of  the 
building  operations  of  the  city.  The  provisions  of  the  new 
building  code  are  exacting,  and  the  inspection  should  be  of 
such  character  as  to  require  contractors  to  live  up  to  every 
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provision  of  the  code.  With  the  adoption  of  the  new  building 
code,  and  the  extension  of  the  hre  limits,  we  are  assured  of 
the  erection  of  buildings  of  substantial  character,  provided  the 
inspection  shall  at  all  times  be  rigid. 

I  wish  at  this  time  to  call  to  the  attention  of  builders 
the  necessity  of  providing  good,  sanitary  and  comfortable 
homes  for  our  working  classes  that  will  rent  for  much  less 
than  is  now  being  asked  for  houses  which  have  been  erected 
near  some  of  our  large  manufacturing  plants.  I  am  advised 
that  there  is  a  large  demand  for  houses  such  as  are  found  in 
some  of  the  larger  cities,  like  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore, 
where  row  upon  row  of  neat  appearing  and  conveniently  built 
houses  are  constructed  which  can  be  rented  at  a  low  rental. 

City's  Legal  Affairs. 

A  notable  achievement  of  the  legal  department  of  the 
city  was  the  obtaining  of  a  verdict  against  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company  at  the  October  term  of  court  which  returns 
to  the  city  116.8  acres  of  land  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbor,  and  which  was  a  part  of  the  land  known  as  the  “Rail¬ 
road  Grant.”  This  is  a  victory  of  much  importance  to  the 
City  of  Erie.  City  Solicitor  Charles  H.  English,  Esq.,  former 
City  Solicitor  Chas.  P.  Hewes,  Esq.,  and  Senator  Henry  A. 
Clark,  who  conducted  the  case  for  the  city,  deserve  much 
credit  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  looked  after  the  city’s 
interests 

The  City  Solicitor  makes  a  suggestion  that  Councils  should 
provide  the  Street  Superintendent  with  funds  which  will  per¬ 
mit  of  the  building  of  sidewalks  or  repairs  to  streets  in  ^ases 
where  property  owners  have  been  notified  to  make  repairs 
and  have  failed  to  do  so,  and  in  this  manner  prevent  any  action 
for  damages  against  the  city  for  failure  to  keep  its  sidewalks 
or  streets  in  good  condition.  This  is  a  wise  suggestion  and  I 
believe  that  a  reasonable  fund  should  be  placed  at  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  street  department  and  the  engineer’s  department 
to  provide  for  exigencies  of  this  kind. 

In  the  matter  of  the  opening  of  streets  the  city  should 
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endeavor  to  anticipate  the  necessity  of  the  opening  of  all 
streets  which  have  not  been  opened  through  some  sections, 
and  do  this  work  in  all  cases  before  such  work  will  entail 
great  expense  to  the  city.  It  is  a  mistake  to  delay  the  cut¬ 
ting  of  streets  through  one  or  two  squares  until  buildings 
have  to  be  moved  or  torn  down.  Unless  there  is  an  absolute 
necessity  for  cutting  through  a  section  which  has  been  built 
up,  the  work  had  better  not  be  done  if  it  is  going  to  cost 
many  thousands  of  dollars  to  do  it.  Proper  care  exercised  at 
the  right  time  would  save  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  city. 

The  City  Solicitor  suggests  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
the  city  officials  with  the  City  Planning  Committee  of  our 
civic  bodies,  with  the  hope  that  legislation  may  be  enacted 
which  will  permit  of  the  certain  growth  of  the  city  along  a 
pre-determined  plan.  The  City  of  Erie  has  built  up  to  its 
original  plan,  adopted  over  one  hundred  years  ago,  and  the 
efforts  of  the  City  Planning  Committee  to  furnish  the  city 
with  a  comprehensive  plan  for  its  future  development  should 
meet  with  your  hearty  support. 

Police  Department. 

Capability  should  be  the  only  claim  for  appointment  to 
the  police  force,  and  efficiency  should  be  the  only  reason 
for  retaining  an  officer  on  the  rolls  of  the  department. 

There  is  no  branch  of  the  city  government  which  re¬ 
quires  so  much  of  the  time  of  the  Chief  Executive  as  does 
the  police  department.  It  seems  to  the  Mayor  sometimes  as 
if  every  man  out  of  employment  wants  to  get  “a  job  on  the 
police  force,”  whether  he  is  fitted  for  it  or  not,  and  it  requires 
a  careful  discrimination  to  select  men  who  will  make  capable 
police  officers.  Owing  to  the  custom  which  has  prevailed  in 
making  appointments  to  the  force,  this  discrimination  cannot 
be  exercised  with  the  same  care  that  the  Chief  Executive 
might  exercise  if  he  were  entirely  independent  in  making  all 
police  appointments. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  of  Police  for  the  year  1912,  shows 
an  improvement  in  the  efficiency  of  this  department.  A 
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large  percentage  of  stolen  property  was  recovered  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  owners  thereof,  the  moral  condition  of  the  city 
has  greatly  improved,  public  gambling  has  been  suppressed, 
tire  notorious  Red  Light  district  cleaned  out,  “speak-easies  ' 
put  out  of  business  and  a  general  enforcement  of  the  law 
is  required  regardless  of  whom  it  effects. 

Juvenile  offenses  would  be  fewer  if  parents  were  less  in¬ 
dulgent  to  their  children  and  would  give  some  of  them  closer 
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supervision  and  not  allow  them  to  walk  the  streets  at  night. 
Home  is  the  proper  place  for  boy  or  girl ;  the  influences  of 
the  home  are  much  better  than  the  associations  of  the  street, 
and  I  wish  to  emphasize  the  necessity  of  many  parents  exer¬ 
cising-  a  parent’s  duty  to  watch  their  children  and  not  expect 
police  officers  to  perform  a  duty  which  is  clearly  their  own. 

The  growth  of  the  city  requires  more  patrolmen,  and  I 
have  retained  the  “specials”  upon  the  force  because  of  the 
necessity  for  so  doing.  The  condition  of  the  police  salaries 
fund  is  ample  to  take  care  of  the  salaries  of  the  “specials.” 

In  making  up  the  appropriation  for  the  police  department 
for  the  coming  year  I  would  recommend  that  your  honorable 
bodies  give  attention  to  the  request  of  the  Chief  that  more 
patrolmen  be  added  to  the  force,  a  detective  bureau  be  estab¬ 
lished,  that  more  motorcycles  be  purchased  and  changes  made 
in  the  City  Hall  so  that  the  police  department  may  have  all 
of  the  basement  with  the  exception  of  room  for  the  City 
Electrician. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  your  honorable  bodies  give 
attention  to  the  matter  of  providing-  a  relief  and  pension  fund 
for  the  police  officers.  Many  cities  appropriate  a  certain  per¬ 
centage  of  the  excise  receipts  to  this  fund  and  require  the 
police  officers  to  pay  a  certain  sum  monthly  from  their  salar¬ 
ies.  Other  revenues  are  diverted  to  this  fund,  and  I  am  cer¬ 
tain  that  something  can  be  done  to  provide  for  the  sick  and 
indigent  police  officers. 

I  believe  that  a  classified  system  of  paying  police  officers 
should  be  established  in  our  police  department.  It  seems 
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unfair  to  me  that  a  new  appointment  to  the  force  should  re¬ 
ceive  the  same  pay  as  an  officer  who  has  served  a  number  of 
years  and  has  proven  his  capability  and  has  established  a 
record  for  efficiency. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  some  increase  in  salary 
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be  given  to  the  head  of  the  police  department  on  account  of 
the  increased  responsibility  of  his  position. 

Water  Department. 

The  Commissioners  of  Water  Works  are  making  im¬ 
provements  which  will  total  the  sum  of  S668, 000.00,  which 
amount  they  have  arranged  to  pay  from  the  surplus  revenues 
which  will  be  received  by  their  department,  during  the  next 
four  years. 

The  Commissioners  are  installing  a  new  pump  which  will 
increase  the  pumping  capacity  of  the  water  department  by 
20,000,000  gallons  per  day.  They  are  building  a  very  com¬ 
plete  filtration  system  which,  when  completed,  will  give  to 
our  citizens  clear,  wholesome  water  and  obviate  any  neces¬ 
sity  of  our  people  purchasing  spring  water,  as  some  people 
believe  they  are  compelled  to  do  at  the  present  time.  This 
great  improvement  will  save  to  our  citizens  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars  which  are  now  spent  annually  for  spring  water. 

The  Commissioners  of  Water  Works  have  extended  their 
mains  east  of  the  city  to  accommodate  the  large  industrial 
■plants  and  the  many  residents  of  this  growing  section.  I 
believe  that  this  has  been  a  very  commendable  work  and  the 
returns  from  the  investment  are  already  very  profitable  to 
the  department,  besides  contributing  to  the  building  up  of  a 
community  which  will  probably  be  annexed  to  the  city  within 
a  very  short  time. 

When  these  needed  improvements  are  completed  and  paid 
for,  the  water  department  should  be  in  a  position  to  help 
the  city  by  appropriating  a  portion  of  their  revenues  to  the 
payment  of  the  balance  of  bond  issue  owing  by  the  city  for 
the  original  construction  of  the  water  works  system. 
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Although  the  major  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  of 
this  department  will  be  required  to  take  care  of  the  payments 
of  contracts  for  the  next  four  years,  I  would  recommend  to 
your  honorable  bodies  that  the  Commissioners  of  Water 
Works  be  requested  to  make  a  partial  payment  each  year 
of  the  amount  which  has  been  their  custom  to  pay  annually 
to  the  city. 

Department  of  Standards. 

I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  your  honorable  'bodies  to 
the  subjointed  report  of  the  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
of  our  city.  This  office  has  become  one  of  very  great  impor¬ 
tance,  and  under  the  active  operation  of  the  present  official 
much  good  has  been  accomplished.  The  buyer  and  seller 
alike  have  been  benetitted  in  many  cases  where  tests  have 
been  made  and  full  protection  given  to  the  public. 

The  fees  received  from  the  operations  of  the  Sealer  of 
W  eights  and  Measures  have  amounted  to  $505.66  for  the 
year  1912,  being  a  gain  in  fees  of  almost  $400.00  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

A  daily  report  has  been  made  of  each  inspection  and 
records  kept  of  visits  to  market  houses  and  other  places.  I 
believe  that  the  work  of  this  department  is  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  general  public  and  also  by  our  merchants,  the  only  ob¬ 
jection  being  the  collection  of  fees  for  the  inspection  of  the 
standards  of  weights. 

The  reports  of  many  cities  indicate  the  abolition  of  the 
collection  of  fees  in  making  inspections.  I  would  recommend 
to  your  honorable  bodies  that  you  inquire  into  the  advisa¬ 
bility  of  the  abolition  of  the  collection  fees  by  the  City  of  Erie. 

Health  Department. 

1  here  has  been  a  great  deal  of  controversv  between  your 
honorable  bodies  and  the  department  of  health  relative  to 
the  expense  of  conducting  this  important  branch  of  our  city 
government.  I  have  not  had  time  to  make  careful  compari- 
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sons  of  reports  received  from  other  cities,  but  a  glance  at 
these  reports  shows  that  it  costs  more  to  conduct  the  affairs 
of  the  health  department  of  the  City  of  Erie  than  many  other 
third-class  cities  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  I  have  reported 
this  finding  to  your  Health  Officer,  Dr.  J.  W.  Wright,  who 
advises  me  that  Erie's  health  department  is  much  more  effi¬ 
cient  than  the  departments  of  other  third-class  cities  of  the 
state. 

If  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  honorable  bodies  that  too  much 
money  is  expended  to  conduct  the  business  of  this  department, 
a  rigid  investigation  of  its  affairs  should  be  made  and  its  effi¬ 
ciency  compared  with  other  cities  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  shall  approve  of  the  ordinance  giving  title  to  one  of  the 
inspectors  to  be  known  hereafter  as  “Milk  Inspector,”  but 
do  not  approve  of  the  recommendation  of  the  board  that  an 
additional  sanitary  inspector  be  provided,  as  I  believe  that  it 
is  possible  for  the  present  force  of  sanitary  inspectors  to  do 
all  of  the  work  which  is  required  of  them. 

Referring-  to  the  recommendation  of  the  board  that  severe 
punishment  be  meted  out  to  those  persons  who  violate  the 
Quarantine  laws,  I  beg  to  advise  that  since  the  passage  of  a 
resolution  by  your  honorable  bodies  directing  that  these  cases 
of  violations  of  quarantine  laws  be  heard  in  the  Mayor’s  court, 
I  have  been  careful  to  exercise  judgment  in  the  disposition 
of  these  cases,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  poor  foreigner 
who  violates  the  law  through  ignorance  and  does  not  realize 
that  he  is  breaking  the  law.  A  severe  reprimand  is  always 
riven  instead  of  the  hardship  of  a  money  fine  or  jail  sentence. 
Believing  that  the  work  of  a  visiting  nurse  will  educate  these 
people  to  a  better  observance  of  our  laws  and  teach  them  the 
benefits  of  personal  hygiene,  T  most  heartily  approve  of  the 
board’s  recommendation  that  funds  be  provided  for  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  a  visiting  nurse. 

A  recommendation  is  made  that  another  assistant  plumb¬ 
ing  inspector  he  employed.  This  recommendation  should  be 
concurred  in  if  it  is  found  that  the  business  of  the  division  of 
plumbing  inspection  has  grown  beyond  the  ability  of  the 
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present  force  to  properly  perform  its  work.  The  fees  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  division  of  plumbing  inspection  should  clearly 
demonstrate  whether  or  not  another  assistant  should  be  added 
to  this  division. 

The  records  of  the  Municipal  Hospital  show  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  communi¬ 
cable  cases  were  treated  at  this  institution.  Adults  and 
children  who  are  suffering  with  contagious  diseases  and  whc 
cannot  be  properly  treated  at  home  are  segregated  at  this 
hospital,  and  it  is  a  most  fortunate  thing  for  this  community 
that  we  have  such  a  splendid  institution  where  the  unfor¬ 
tunates  can  be  taken  to.  This  hospital  should  be  maintained 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  more  attractive  to  our  people 
who  should  not  speak  of  it  as  a  “pesthouse,”  but  as  the  Muni¬ 
cipal  (Hospital.  The  grounds  should  be  kept  in  a  more  attrac¬ 
tive  condition,  fine  lawns  should  be  maintained  in  a  way  tha'; 
would  give  to  the  surroundings  the  appearance  of  a  park.  The 
Board  of  Health  has  recommended  an  appropriation  for  small 
pavillions  to  be  erected  upon  the  grounds.  A  few  of  these 
wooden  structures  would  not  cost  much,  and  I  suggest  that 
your  honorable  bodies  visit  the  Municipal  Hospital  and  make 
a  thorough  investigation  of  its  requirements. 

The  board  also  recommends  the  appointment  of  a  city 
bacteriologist  at  a  regular  salary  of  $300.00  per  annum,  and 
shows  by  its  report  that  more  than  this  amount  has  been  ex¬ 
pended  each  year  for  a  number  of  years.  If  a  saving  can 
be  effected  by  such  appointment,  I  recommend  that  same  be 
made. 


Docks  and  Harbor. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  appro¬ 
priated  $20,000.00  for  the  dredging  of  the  basins  and  for  build¬ 
ing  retaining  walls  on  its  property  east  and  west  of  State 
street. 

The  City  of  Erie  has  appropriated  $10,000.00  to  widen 
State  street,  build  retaining  walls  and  for  other  improvements, 
extending  from  Second  street  to  the  Public  Dock. 
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The  State  Commission  has  made  a  contract  for  building 
a  retaining  wall  upon  the  west  side  of  State  street  and  for  the 
dredging  of  the  west  canal  basin.  The  city  has  made  two 
contracts  for  building  walls,  which  contracts  total  about  $7,- 
000.00,  and  we  will  be  compelled  to  make  other  contracts  for 
the  completion  of  the  improvements  which  have  been  started. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  this  work  was  commenced  so  late 
in  the  season  and  the  progress  of  the  work  thus  far  has  been 
very  disappointing  and  every  provision  should  be  made  to 
rush  the  balance  of  the  work  so  that  the  street  can  be  put 
into  presentable  condition  by  next  July. 

The  City  Engineer  informs  me  that  the  work  can  be  fin¬ 
ished  in  time  if  funds  are  provided  for  the  balance  of  the  nec¬ 
essary  improvements  and  the  present  contractors  compelled 
to  hurry  their  work. 

I  do  not  believe  that  any  of  us  realize  what  a  change  these 
improvements  will  make  to  our  harbor  front.  The  result 
will  be  a  complete  transformation  in  the  appearance  of  the 
approach  to  the  city,  and  should  greatly  add  to  the  travel  to 
the  public  pier. 

The  city  should  provide  against  rebuilding  of  small  boat 
houses  by  building  a  Municipal  Boat  House,  with  ample  room 
and  conveniences  for  housing  of  all  of  the  pleasure  boats 
upon  our  bay.  This  Municipal  Boat  House  will  not  cost  a 
very  large  sum  and  will  be  more  than  self-sustaining  from 
its  rentals,  and  I  urge  you  most  strongly  to  provide  for  the 
erection  of  a  Municipal  Boat  House. 

During  the  past  year  about  100  feet  of  the  west  Public 
Dock  abutting  the  Reed  and  Kelso  properties  was  rebuilt 
at  a  cost  of  $2,328.72.  The  public  pier  was  painted,  all  of 
these  improvements  having  been  made  under  the  supervision 
of  our  efficient  Harbormaster,  William  R.  Jordan. 

We  are  greatly  indebted  to  our  civic  bodies  for  the  im¬ 
provements  which  have  been  made  and  which  are  contem¬ 
plated  at  the  harbor. 
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A  very  commendable  agitation  has  been  started  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  for  a  new  pier  to  be  built  by  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  extending  from  Peach  street  out  to  the 
harbor  line.  This  pier,  if  built,  will  be  used  for  the  handling 
of  lumber  and  other  merchandise  of  a  bulky  nature. 

It  was  necessary  to  use  the  new  public  pier  for  the  un¬ 
loading  of  lumber  during  the  past  year,  there  being  no  other 
convenient  place  that  could  be  used,  and  I  believe  that  it 
is  good  business  sense  to  accommodate  our  lumber  dealers 
by  permitting  this  to  be  done,  for  which  permission  they  pay 
to  the  city  a  proper  fee.  At  the  same  time  we  should  en¬ 
deavor  to  find  some  other  place  besides  the  public  pier  for 
the  handling  of  bulky  merchandise  and  the  municipal  authori¬ 
ties  should  give  every  assistance  possible  to  the  committee 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  its  laudable  endeavor  to 
have  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  build  a  pier  at  Peach  street. 

By  resolution  of  your  honorable  bodies  the  revenues  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  public  pier  are  no  longer  credited  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  and  contingent  fund,  but  are  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
dock  and  harbor  fund,  which  action  will  permit  of  the  repairs 
being  made  to  the  new  pier,  as  recommended  by  Harbor¬ 
master  Jordan. 

Office  of  the  City  Clerk. 

The  work  of  this  department  for  the  year  1912  has  ex¬ 
ceeded  greatly  that  of  any  other  year  in  the  history  of  the  city 
of  Erie.  The  report  of  the  City  Clerk  shows  that  an  increase 
of  20  per  cent  over  the  previous  year  was  the  extra  work  re¬ 
quired  to  record  the  proceedings  of  Councils,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  pages  of  ordinances  recorded  exceeded  last  year  by  40 
per  cent. 

It  is  thus  clearly  shown  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  provide  an  assistant  for  this  ofifice,  and  I  am  glad  that 
your  honorable  bodies  are  about  to  employ  such  an  assistant. 

The  City  Clerk  has  made  some  recommendations  for  a 
change  in  the  method  of  indexing  in  his  ofifice  and  I  heartily 
recommend  that  his  suggestion  be  complied  with. 
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Board  of  Assessors. 

This  board  has  reported  that  the  assessed  valuation  of 
the  city  for  the  year  1913  will  be  $33,327,373.00,  which  amount 
will  be  augmented  by  adding  the  valuations  of  new  build¬ 
ings,  as  soon  as  the  figures  are  all  obtained. 

The  total  amount  of  the  exempt  list  is  given  as  $4,406,- 
754.00,  a  very  considerable  amount  for  the  'City  of  Erie,  which 
exempt  list  should  be  carefully  scrutinized  before  being  al¬ 
lowed  and  for  this  purpose  the  board  should  be  given  every 
assistance. 

School  House  Meetings. 

To  Select  Councilman  William  Sims  belongs  the  credit 
for  having  inaugurated  the  splendid  idea  of  holding  “School 
House  Meetings,”  the  first  of  which  was  held  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1912,  in  School  House  No.  17,  in  the  Fifth  ward.  This 
meeting  was  called  to  discuss  the  question  of  the  purchase  of  a 
park  site  in  the  Fifth  ward,  and  was  largely  attended. 

Since  that  time  many  meetings  have  been  held  in  nearly 
every  .school  house  in  the  City  of  Erie,  and  I  commend  this 
splendid  American  idea  of  neighborhood  discussion  of  muni¬ 
cipal  questions  and  trust  that  this  custom  of  holding  these 
meetings  will  continue. 


Civic  Bodies. 

The  municipal  government  of  the  City  of  Erie  is  under 
many  obligations  to  the  civic  bodies  for  their  assistance  in 
promoting  the  growth  and  improving  the  general  condition 
of  the  city. 

Under  the  law  governing  our  city  we  have  no  funds  that 
can  be  used  for  the  entertainment  of  visitors  or  for  the  ad¬ 
vertising*  of  the  city,  which  work  is  done  by  our  several  civic 
bodies.  This  will  be  a  year  for  much  entertainment  and  much 
will  be  expected  of  the  city  officials. 

We  may  feel  thankful  that  we  can  be  assured  of  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  our  civic  bodies  in  the  proper  enter¬ 
tainment  of  the  many  visitors  w*ho  will  be  in  Erie  durUg 
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the  summer  to  participate  in  the  Centennial  Anniversary 
of  the  victory  of  Commodore  Perry,  and  the  delegates  to  the 
annual  convention  of  the  League  of  Third  Class  Cities  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  convenes  here  this  year. 

J  7 


Conclusion. 

I  wish  to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
thanks  to  the  heads  of  the  various  municipal  departments  and 
to  your  honorable  bodies  for  the  many  courtesies  which  have 
been  extended  me,  both  personally  and  officially,  during  the 
past  year,  and  to  assure  all  that  my  every  act  will  have  for 
its  sole  object,  that  which  is  best  for  the  City  of  Erie. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  J.  STERN,  Mayor. 
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| ERIE,  PA. 


MUNICIPAL  DEPARTMENT 

REPORTS. 


REPORT  OF  SINKING  FUND 
COMMISSIONERS. 


Erie,  Pa.,  December  11,  1912. 

Honorable  W.  J.  Stern,  Mayor : 

Sir — In  reply  to  your  communication  I  herewith  submit 
report  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
Erie,  from  December  29,  1911  to  December  11,  1912. 

Receipts. 

Balance  in  Bank  Dec.  29,  1911 . $78,512.64 

City  of  Erie — Appropriation  1912 .  48,125.85 

Interest  on  Bonds .  9,295.21 

Interest  on  Bank  Balances .  2,174.51  $138,108.21 


Disbursements. 

General  Municipal  Improvement  Bonds  $66,800.00 
Garbage  Destruction  Works  Bonds,  1910  32,000.00 
Garbage  Destruction  Works  Bonds,  1912  1,000.00 
Conduit  and  Sewer  Construction  Bonds  25,000.00 
Lower  State  Street  Improvement  Bonds  8,000.00 

Mill  Creek  Sewers  Bonds  .  5,000.00 

Balance  in  Security  Savings  &  Trust  Co.  153.56 

Balance  in  Second  National  Bank....  154.65  $138,108.21 
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Assets  of  Sinking  Fund. 

City  of  Erie  4%  Refunding  Bonds,  issued  January 

1,  1894  . . . ~ . $147,000.00 

City  of  Erie  4%  Repaving  Bonds,  issued  July  1,  1901  70,000.00 
City  of  Erie  3j4%  Main  Sewer  Bonds,  issued  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1903  .  26,154.73 

City  of  Erie  Fire  Engine  House  Bonds,  issued 

"  July  1,  1903  .  11,000.00 

City  of  Erie  3j4%  Repaving  Bonds,  issued  July 

'  1,  1903  . 11,000.00 

City  of  Erie  3j4%  Overhead  Crossing  Bonds,  is¬ 
sued  July  1,  1903  .  15,000.00 

City  of  Erie  3j4%  Judgment,  etc.  Bonds,  issued 

May  1,1905  . . .  34,000.00 

City  of  Erie  3]4%  Mill  Creek  Sewers  Bonds, 

issued  September  1,  1909  .  60,500.00 

City  of  Erie  4%  General  Municipal  Improvement 

Bonds,  August  15,  1912  .  66,800.00 

City  of  Erie  3^4%  Garbage  Destruction  Works 

Bonds,  1910  .  32,000.00 

City  of  Erie  4%  Garbage  Destruction  Works 

*  Bonds,  1912  .  1,000.00 

City  of  Erie  4%  Lower  State  Street  Improve¬ 
ment  Bonds  .  8,000.00 

City  of  Erie  4%  Conduit  and  Sewer  Construction 

Bonds  .  25,000.00 

Balance  in  Security  Savings  &  Trust  Co.  Bank.  .  .  .  153.56 

Balance  in  Second  National  Bank .  154.65 


$507,762.94 

Respectfully  yours, 

EDWARD  LYTLE, 
Secretary  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners. 
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REPORT  OF  CITY  CONTROLLER. 


Erie,  Pa.,  December  11,  1912. 

Hon.  W.  J.  Stern,  Mayor : 

Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  your  request  for  a  report  from 
this  office,  I  herewith  submit  a  statement  of  the  bonded  in¬ 
debtedness  of  the  City  of  Erie. 

$500,000.00 — Refunding  Bonds,  issued  Jan.  1,  1894. 

70,000.00 — Repaving  Bonds,  issued  July  1,  1901. 

26,154.73 — East  Ave.  Main  Sewer  Bonds,  issued  Jan.  1,  1903. 

11,000.00 — Fire  Engine  House  Bonds,  issued  July  1,  1903. 

15,000.00 — Overhead  Crossing  Bonds,  issued  July  1,  1903. 

11,000.00 — 4th,  9th  and  12th  Sts.  Paving  Bonds,  issued  July 

1,  1903. 

34,000.00 — Judgment  and  Liability  Liquidating  Bonds,  is¬ 
sued  May  1,  1905. 

60,500.00 — Mill  Creek  Sewers  Bonds,  issued  Sept  1.,  1909. 

66,800.00 — General  Municipal  Improvement  Bonds,  issued 

August  15,  1912. 

32,000.00 — Garbage  Destruction  Works  Bonds,  1910,  issued 

July  1,  1912. 

1,000.00 — Garbage  Destruction  Works  Bonds,  Series  1912, 

issued  August  15,  1912. 

8,000.00 — Lower  State  Street  Improvement  Bonds,  issued 

Augusit  1,  1912. 

25,000.00 — Conduit  and  Sewer  Construction  Bonds,  issued 

October  1,  1912. 


$860,454.73 — Total  Bonded  Indebtedness. 

507,762.94 — Sinking  Fund. 

$352,691.79 — Net  Debt  of  the  City  of  Erie. 

Respectfully  yours, 

EDWARD  LYTLE,  Controller. 


58 


REPORT  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF 

ENGINEERING. 


Erie,  Pa.,  December  31st,  1912. 
Hon.  W.  J.  Stern,  Mayor: 

Dear  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re¬ 
port  showing  the  operations  of  this  department  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1912: 

Statistics. 

Population,  within  city  limits,  estimated,  71,000. 

Miles  of  streets  open,  129. 

Miles  of  streets  paved,  56.71. 

Miles  of  streets  sewered,  96.21. 

Miles  of  street  car  track,  of  which  6.7  miles  are  double 
track,  21. 

Three  interurban  car  lines. 

Five  railroad  lines. 

Perry  Squares,  Liberty,  Lake  Side  and  Glenwood  Parks, 
a  total  area  of  133  acres. 

Pavements. 

During  the  year  there  were  thirteen  contracts  completed 
at  a  total  cost  of  $74,891.20,  adding  2.87  miles  to  the  length  of 
the  pavements,  and  39,154.05  square  yards  of  sheet  asphalt, 
4,685.9  yards  of  brick,  and  404.4  yards  of  concrete  to  the  total 
area  of  pavements  in  the  city.  The  average  price  bid  on  com¬ 
plete  asphalt  pavements  was  $1.41  per  yard,  on  brick  $1.60, 
and  on  concrete  $1.39  per  square  yard. 
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Cost  of  Maintaining  Pavements. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  and  renewing  the  pavements  of 
this  city  for  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  condensed 
statements : 

General  repairs  to  208,565.3  square  yards  of  asphalt 


pavement  . $10,436  94 

Repaving  Diamond  Alley .  680  53 

Annual  payments  on  ten-year  guarantee .  177  02 

Annual  payments  on  installment  contracts  for  re¬ 
paving  .  9,329  04 


Total  cost  of  asphalt  pavements . $20,623  53 

Alaintaining  and  renewing  brick  pavements .  4,360  71 

General  repairs  to  170,401  sq.  yds.  brick  pavement.  .$  806  50 

Repaving  Sassafras  Street,  12th  to  R.  R.  tracks. . .  .  2,780  30 

Annual  payments  on  ten-year  guarantee .  208  21 

Annual  payments  on  installment  contracts  for  re¬ 
paving  .  .  563  70 


Total  . $  4,360  71 


Aside  from  the  foregoing  items  of  repairs,  etc.,  cuts  and 
breaks  have  been  repaired  as  follows,  and  the  cost  charged 
to  the  city  department  or  corporation  responsible  for  the 
openings : 


City  sewers,  cuts  in  asphalt  pavements . $4,974  18 

City  Water  Department . 474  92 

City  conduits .  22  16 

Pennsylvania  Gas  Co.  . .  618  24 

Erie  Gas  Co . 247  00 

Home  Heating  Co .  1,614  77 

Lake  Shore  R.  R.  Co .  100  20 
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Cleveland  Trinidad  Paving  Co .  30  28 

Mayer  Brothers . .  10  43 

W.  F.  Nick . . .  . .  8  75 


Total  . $8,100  93 

City  sewers;  cuts  in  brick  pavements . $  294  72 

City  intercepting  sewer  brick  pavements .  1,911  61 

City  conduit .  11  10 

City  Water  Department .  269  05 

Pennsylvania  Gas  Co .  396  62 

Total . . $2,883  10 

It  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  following  tables  that 
it  has  cost  the  city  five  cents  per  square  yard  to  maintain 
215,630.8  yards  of  asphalt  pavement,  and  4.7  mills,  or  less  than 
one-half  a  cent,  per  yard  to  maintain  170,401  yards  of  brick 
pavement.  No  repairs  were  made  to  the  block  asphalt  or 
wood  block  pavements  this  year.  (See  Tables  4,  5,  6.) 
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TABLE  NO.  3. 

Square  Yards  of  Paving  by  Years. 
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TABLE  NO.  4. 

General  Repairs  to  Asphalt  Pavements  Maintained  by  the  City. 
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General  Repairs  to  Stone  Pavements  Maintained  by  the  City. 
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Statement  from  Superintendent  of  Municipal  Asphalt  Paving  Plant 
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Statement  from  Superintendent  of  Municipal  Asphalt  Paving  Plant 
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1,123  Gallons  Fuel  Oil .  47  72 

2,490  “  Flux  Oil  .  88  64 

18  Tons  California  Asphalt  .  396  00 

22  “  Trinidad  Asphalt  .  501  60 


Statement  from  Superintendent  of  Municipal  Asphalt  Paving-  Plant— Continued. 
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to  own  a  number  of  teams. 


Sewers. 

The  city  now  has  96.21  miles  of  streets  sewered,  divided  as 
follows  as  to  cost  and  material : 


Miles.  Cost. 

Concrete  .  2.118  $  56,776  41 

Brick  .  11.432  284,703  58 

Tile  .  82.66  750,791  74 


Total  .  96.21  $1,092,271  73 


During  the  year  the  city  completed  twenty  contracts, 
most  of  which  were  for  sewers  for  small  diameter.  See  Table 
No  7. 

Intercepting  Sewers  and  Connections. 

Five  of  the  six  sections  of  the  Mill  Creek  valley  intercept¬ 
ing  sewer  have  been  completed.  The  contractors  and 
bondsmen  on  Section  No.  5  having-  notified  the  city  that  they 
would  not  start  the  work,  as  it  could  not  be  completed,  except 
at  a  great  loss  under  the  old  contract,  it  was  re-advertised  and 
awarded  to  another  contractor,  and  the  work  will  be  started 
early  in  the  spring. 

The  funds  appropriated  for  preparing  the  sloping  bank 
in  Front  Street  for  the  Front  Street  interceptor  was  made  too 
late  in  the  season  to  accomplish  anything  this  year.  This  im¬ 
provement  will  be  .started  early  in  the  spring. 

Connections  from  the  public  sewers  emptying  into  Mill 
Creek  have  been  made  to  the  Mill  Creek  intercepting  sewer  as 
follows : 


Second  St.,  west  side  of  Creek.  .  .  . 

...15 

inch 

sewer 

1911 

Third  St.,  west  side  of  Creek.  .  .  .  . 

u 

u 

1911 

Fourth  St.,  west  side  of  Creek.  .  .  . 

. . .  15 

u 

a 

1911 

Fourth  St.,  east  side  of  Creek.. 

...36 

u 

U 

1911 

Parade  St.,  east  side  of  Creek . 

.  .  .  48 

u 

u 

1911 

Fifth  St.,  west  side  of  Creek . 

...51 

(C 

u 

1911 

Sixth  St.,  west  side  of  Creek . 

...12 

u 

u 

1911 

Sixth  St.,  east  side  of  Creek . 

...18 

a 

u 

1911 

75 


German  St.,  east  side  of  Creek . 

Seventh  St.,  east  side  of  Creek . 

Seventh  St.,  west  side  of  Creek . 

Eighth  St.,  west  side  of  Creek . 

Eighth  St.,  east  side  of  Creek . 

Tenth  St.,  east  side  of  'Creek . 

Tenth  St.,  west  side  of  Creek . 

Eleventh  St.,  west  side  of  Creek . 

Fourteenth  St.,  west  side  of  Creek.  .  .  . 
Fourteenth  St.,  east  side  of  Creek.  .  .  . 

Sixteenth  St.,  east  side  of  Creek . 

Seventeenth  St.,  east  side  of  Creek.  .  .  . 
Seventeenth  St.,  west  side  of  Creek.  . 
Twenty-third  St.,  west  side  of  Creek.  . 

Ninth  St.,  west  side  of  Creek . 

Ninth  St.,  east  side  of  Creek . 


9 
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15 
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15 
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24 
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15 
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u 

1911 
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u 

u 

1911 

18 

<1 

u 

1911 

20 

u 

u 

1911 
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a 

u 

1911 

18 
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u 

1911 

18 

a 

u 

1911 

15 

a 

u 

1911 

36 

u 

u 

1911 

9 

a 

a 

1911 

18 

u 

u 

1912 

18 

u 

u 

1912 

There  are  still  a  number  of  connections  to  be  made,  some  of 
which  will  be  very  complicated  and  difficult  of  construction. 


Storm  Water  Drains. 

Contracts  have  been  awarded  for  a  number  of  storm  water 
drains  or  sewers.  The  following  are  now  under  construction: 

Twenty-ninth  St.,  from  Caldwell  Road  east  to  Cherry  St. 
Nineteenth  St.,  from  Mill  Creek  west  to  Chestnut  St. 
Fourth  St.,  Raspberry,  Eighth  and  Cascade  Sts. 
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Bridges  and  Culverts. 

During  the  year  there  was  expended  for  the  maintenance 
and  renewals  of  bridges  and  culverts  the  sum  of  $2,104.41. 

The  Buffalo  Road  Viaduct  was  painted  at  a  cost  of  $484.- 
21.  New  concrete  wings  and  a  parapet  wall  were  built  on 
the  north  end  of  the  arch  culvert  at  26th  and  Mill  Creek  at  a 
cost  of  $1,010.05.  Similar  repairs  must  be  made  to  the  south 
end  of  this  culvert  in  the  spring,  as  it  is  in  a  dilapidated  con¬ 
dition.  This  work  must  be  done  before  the  square  can  be 
paved,  contract  for  which  has  been  awarded. 

New  oak  decks  were  laid  on  the  Mill  Creek  bridge  at 
Hill  Road  and  Moorhead  streets  at  a  cost  of  $447.89. 

Concrete  wing  walls  are  now  being  built  at  Moorhead 
and  Mill  Creek,  also  at  21st  street  and  Mill  Creek. 

A  contract  has  been  awarded  for  the  construction  of  a 
reinforced  concrete  arch  culvert  over  Mill  Creek,  on  the  pro¬ 
posed  extension  of  State  Street  south  from  26th  street ;  the 
estimated  cost  of  this  work  is  $7,000.00.  Approval  of  this 
contract  is  being  withheld  until  the  City  has  acquired  title 
to  the  land  and  provided  all  the  necessary  funds  to  carry  out 
the  contract. 

Garbage. 

A  contract  has  been  executed  with  the  Morse-Boulger  De- 
stiuctor  Company,  of  New  \  ork,  for  an  incinerating  furnace 
for  $15,500.00,  and  J.  P.  Simon,  of  Erie,  has  entered  into  a 
contract  to  erect  the  building  for  housing  the  furnace  for 
$6,o80.00.  An  award  has  been  made  to  the  M.  W.  Kellogg 
Company,  of  New  \  ork,  for  the  erection  of  a  chimney  to 
cost  $3,280.00.  This  plant  i,s.  to  be  erected  on  the  City  farm 
located  about  five  miles  southeast  from  the  city  on  the  P.  &  E. 

R.  R.  A  railroad  siding  is  now  under  construction  leading  to 
the  site. 

Ten  wagons  and  forty  steel  wagon  boxes  have  been  pur¬ 
chased  as  a  part  of  the  apparatus  necessarv  for  a  free  garbage 
collection  .system. 
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Grade  Crossings. 

A  contract  'has  been  entered  into  between  the  City  and 
the  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  Ry.  and  the  Erie  &  Pittsburg-  R.  R.  by 
which  the  present  Liberty  street  crossing  is  to  be  changed 
tc  a  subway  sixty  feet  in  width  under  the  seven  tracks  of  the 
former  and  three  tracks  of  the  latter  company. 

The  city  portion  of  this  contract  provides  for  grading, 
paving,  draining,  sidewalks  and  any  possible  damages.  The 
railroad  companies  raise  their  tracks,  construct  their  bridges 
and  abutments. 

The  contract  for  the  grading  should  be  awarded  at  an 
early  date  as  it  may  be  possible  to  carry  on  this  work  during 
this  winter,  which  would  greatly  facilitate  an  early  completion 
of  the  improvement. 

Lighting. 

There  are  at  present  erected  in  the  streets,  parks  and 
on  the  Public  Dock  785  arc  lamps  of  the  enclosed  arc  type  of 
lamp,  consuming  420  watts  per  hour,  producing  a  nominal 
2,000  candle  power  light  at  18  cents  per  light  per  night,  or 
$65.70  per  annum,  and  581  gas  lamps  of  the  Wellsbach  type 
of  light  of  50  candle  power,  at  5j4  cents  per  light  per  night,  or 
$20.13  per  annum.  The  lights  are  divided  between  the  Wards 
as  follows : 

First  Ward . 122J4  electric,  and  37  gas  lamps 

Second  Ward . 141  electric,  and  110  gas  lamps 

Third  Ward  . 128J4  electric,  and  161  gas  lamps 

Fourth  Ward . 128%  electric,  and  79  gas  lamps 

Fifth  Ward . 138%  electric,  and  89  gas  lamps 

Note: — Fractional  lights  occur  where  the  lamps  are  on 
the  lines  dividing  the  wards. 

Finances. 

There  has  been  collected  by  this,  department  since  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1912,  for  laying  and  repairing  sewer  connections  and 
repairing  cuts  made  in  paved  streets  for  the  same,  the  sum 
of  $3,742.45. 
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The  collections  for  surveys,  sale  of  old  stone,  repairs 
to  pavements  cut  by  private  corporations,  etc,,  amounted  to 
$3,605.85. 

The  earnings  of  the  road  roller  amounted  to  $365.92. 

Registry  of  Real  Estate. 

During  the  year  there  were  1,990  transfers  of  real  estate 
registered  and  plotted  on  the  records  of  this  department  as 


follows : 

First  Ward  . 342 

Second  Ward  . 270 

Third  Ward  . 333 

Fourth  Ward  . 237 

Fifth  Ward  . 418 

Sixth  Ward  . 390 


1990 

Encroachments  on  Public  Property. 

The  subject  of  private  interests  encroaching  on  public 
property  may  not  !be  one  to  be  handled  by  this  department. 
However,  I  desire  to  call  attention,  as  I  have  in  the  past,  to 
the  fact  that  a  number  of  private  properties,  in  the  First  and 
Fourth  wards  particularly,  have  fenced  in  and  are  occupying 
a  portion  of  the  adjoining  streets. 

Before  permanent  improvements  are  erected  that  may 
encroach  on  the  streets  at  such  places,  the  lines  of  the  streets 
should  be;  marked  and  interested  parties  notified.  There  are 
hundreds  of  points  about  the  city  where  private  interests  have 
constructed  permanent  improvements  such  as  areaways,  base¬ 
ments,  docks,  etc.,  beyond  the  limits  of  their  property  lines. 

I  believe  that  in  all  such  cases  the  city  should  collect  an 
annual  tax  based  on  the  price  of  the  abutting  private  property. 
The  revenue  so  derived  would  amount  to  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars  annually. 
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IMPROVEMENTS  AUTHORIZED  BY  COUNCILS, 

BUT  NOT  COMPLETED. 

Pavements. 

9th  St.,  resurfacing.  State  to  German .  4,390  yds. 

Vine  St.,  7th  to  8th .  960  yds. 

Sassafras  St.,  2nd  to  Front  St .  1,290  yds. 

Cedar  St.,  7th  to  8th .  880  yds. 

Alley,  17th  to  18th  bet.  Peach  and  Sassafras .  380  yds. 

18th  St.,  State  to  Liberty,  repaving . 14,000  yds. 

Reed  St.,  6th  to  8th .  2,500  yds. 

Reed  St.,  13th  to  15th .  1,515  yds. 

Cherry  St.,  18th  to  26th .  9,100  yds. 

9th  St.,  Cranberry  St.  to  Weschler  Ave .  4,700  yds. 

11th  St.,  Cherry  to  Liberty  St.,  repaving .  3,600  yds. 

Crandall  St.,  Myrtle  to  Sassafras  St .  1,800  yds. 

Alley  from  Peach  to  Sassafras,  bet.  15th  and  16th.  .  .  900  yds. 

Myrtle  St.,  26th  to  Peach  St .  3,200  yds. 

7th  St.,  Wallace  St.  to  East  Ave . 10,600  yds. 

16th  St.,  State  to  Peach  St.,  repaving .  1,020  yds. 

Brown’s  Ave.,  Cherry  to  Cranberry  St . 13,300  yds. 

Liberty  St.,  24th  to  26th  St .  3,870  yds. 

Ash  St.,  6th  to  7th  St .  1,100  yds. 

Chestnut  St.,  18th  to  19th .  990  yds. 

10th  St.,  Cranberry  St.  to  Weschler  Ave .  7,050  yds. 

Raspberry  St.,  8th  to  12th  .  4,400  yds. 

Chestnut  St.,  18th  to  21st  .  3,100  yds. 

Curbing. 

Columbus  St.,  Penna.  Ave.  east  650  ft. 

Walnut  St.,  18th  to  19th  St. 

Hazel  St.,  26th  St.  to  South  City  Line. 

Wayne  St.,  18th  to  26th  St. 

Wallace  St.,  5th  to  2nd  St. 

26th  St.,  Ash  to  Wayne  St. 

Raspberry  St.,  26th  to  30th  St. 

Hess  Ave.,  Lake  Road  to  9th  St. 

Wallace  St.,  21st  to  27th  St. 

19th  St.,  Parade  to  Wayne  St. 

22nd  St.,  Cherry  to  Cranberry  St. 
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23rd  St.,  Cherry  to  Cranberry  St. 

25th  St.,  Plum  to  Cascade  St. 

Center  St.,  East  Ave.  to  Penna.  Ave. 

Plum  St.,  16th  to  18th  St.,  curb  now  in. 

Summitt  St.,  Myrtle  to  29th  St. 

16th  St.,  Cherry  to  Cascade  St. 

Cascade  St.,  16th  to  18th  St. 

Chestnut  St.,  26th  to  29th  St. 

Sewers. 

A  20,  15  and  12-inch  storm  water  sewer  in  23rd,  Railroad 
and  Brandes  Sts. 

A  40-inch  sewer  in  Dunn  St.,  280  ft.  north  of  Lake  Road 
to  Lake. 

A  20— inch  storm  drain,  23rd  St.,  Mill  Creek  to  Parade  St. 
A  24-inch  storm  drain,  Cranberry  St.,  from  Cascade  Creek, 
south  to  14th  St.  and  west  in  9th,  10th  and  11th  Sts. 

A  24-inch  storm  water  drain  in  19th  and  Cranberry  Sts.  to 
Cascade  Creek. 

A  9-inch  sewer  in  Atkins  St.,  Pless  Ave.  west  290  ft. 

A  9-inch  sewer  in  Moorhead  and  Kellogg  Sts. 

A  12-inch  storm  drain  in  7th  St.,  Garrison  Run  east  220  ft. 

Miscellaneous. 

Widening  and  improving  State  St.,  2nd  St.  to  Public  Dock. 
Liberty  St.  subway. 

Improving  bank  along  Front  St. 

Opening  14th  St.,  Poplar  to  Plum  St. 

Opening  Penna.  Ave.,  28th  St.  south  1,650  ft. 

Opening  31st  St.,  East  Ave.  to  City  Limits. 

Opening  19th  St.,  Wayne  St.  to  Buffalo  Road. 

Opening  30th  St.,  East  Ave.  east  1,600  ft. 

Abandoning  Ritner  St. 

Opening  Raspberry  St.,  Front  St.  north  to  Harbor  Line. 
Opening  11th  St.,  Penna  Ave.  to  Hess  Ave. 

Opening  25th  St.,  Poplar  to  Liberty  St. 

Opening  Reed  St.,  6th  to  5th. 

Opening  14th  St.,  Cascade  to  Poplar. 

Opening  Cascade  St.,  Front  St.  north. 
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Opening  30th  St.,  Holland  to  French  Road. 

Opening  31st  St.,  Holland  to  French  Road. 

Opening  29th  St.,  Holland  to  German. 

Opening  Poplar  and  Liberty  Sts.  from  Front  St.  north. 

IMPROVEMENT  ORDINANCES  PENDING  IN 

COUNCILS. 

Pavements . 

French  St.,  18th  to  19th  St. 

4th  St.,  Cascade  to  Raspberry  St. 

Reed  St.,  12th  to  13th  St. 

12th  St.,  East  Ave.  to  City  Line. 

Curbing. 

27th  St.,  Parade  to  Ash  St. 

Sewers. 

A  storm  water  drain  in  Raspberry  St.,  19th  to  23rd. 

A  storm  water  drain  in  Plum  St.,  19th  to  25th. 

A  storm  water  drain  in  Poplar  St.,  19th  to  25th. 

A  storm  water  drain  in  Cascade  St.,  19th  to  25th. 

A  9-inch  sewer  in  Wayne  St.,  28th  St.  south  210  ft. 

A  9-inch  sewer  in  29th  St.,  Reed  St.  east  and  west  510  ft. 

A  9-inch  sewer  in  29th  St.,  Wood  St.  west  1,230  ft. 

A  9-inch  sewer  in  Perry  St.,  28th  St.  south  210  ft. 

A  storm  water  drain  in  14th  St.,  Mill  Creek  to  Peach  St. 

A  storm  water  drain  in  Myrtle  St.,  Bay  to  12th  St. 

A  9-inch  sewer  in  19th  St.,  Poplar  St.  east  330  ft. 

A  9-inch  sewer  in  Reed  St.,  28th  St.  to  175  ft  south  of  29th. 

A  9— inch  sewer  in  Ash  St.,  28th  St.  to  29th  St.  and  west  in 

29th  St.  350  ft. 

Miscellaneous. 

Opening  Wallace  St.,  2nd  St.  north  to  P.  &  E.  R.  R. 
Opening  Front  St.,  Parade  to  Wallace  St. 

Opening  Sassafras  St.,  26th  to  Goodrich  St. 

Purchasing  city  lot,  20th  and  French  Sts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  E.  BRIGGS, 

City  Engineer. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 

STREETS. 


Erie,  Pa.,  December  10th,  1912. 

To>  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  the  Select  and  Common  Coun¬ 
cils  : 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  second  an¬ 
nual  report  of  the  Street  Department,  ending  December  4th, 

1912. 

Soon  after  taking  charge  of  this  department  I  realized 
that  this  branch  of  the  work  was  more  directly  and  more  con¬ 
stantly  under  the  eyes  of  the  general  public  than  any  other 

department  of  the  city,  and  therefore  more  subject  to  criti¬ 
cism. 

Very  few  complaints  have  reached  this  office  relative  to 
unsanitary  condition  of  the  paved  streets,  which  is  most  grati¬ 
fying. 

In  order  that  the  hundreds  of  strangers  who  visited  Erie 
on  Sundays  during  the  summer  months  could  go  away  with 
a  good  impression  of  our  city,  I  had  State  street  cleaned  every 
Saturday  night,  after  midnight.  Two  hundred  and  sixteeen 
notices  were  sent  to  occupants  of  stores  on  State  street  asking 
them  to  co-operate  with  the  Street  Department  by  cleaning  off 
the  sidewalks  fronting  their  places  of  business  as  late  as  pos¬ 
sible  Saturday  nights.  Not  more  than  a  dozen  paid  any  at¬ 
tention  to  the  request;  consequently  Sunday  mornings  found 
the  driveway  of  State  street  clean,  while  the  majority  of  the 
walks  were  in  wretched  condition. 

In  my  last  report  I  recommended  that  sufficient  funds  be 
provided  whereby  the  men  employed  on  the  streets  could 
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receive  their  wages  regularly.  This  was  done,  greatly  reliev¬ 
ing  the  situation  of  previous  years.  For  this  the  laborers  are 
grateful.  Recommendation  was  also  made  for  a  shed  to  house 
the  road  machines,  etc.,  belonging  to  this  Department.  This 
has  been  built  and  a  long-felt  want  supplied. 

The  action  of  your  honorable  bodies  with  reference  to  the 
purchase  of  street  signs,  resulted  in  the  contract  being 
awarded  to  the  M.  E.  Cunningham  Company,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Penn'a.  These  signs  will  be  placed  before  spring. 

The  flushing  wagon  owned  and  operated  by  the  city  has 
proven  a  source  of  annoyance  and  a  great  expense,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  breaking  down  of  the  gas  engine  attachment. 
One  flushing  wagon  is  not  sufficient,  and  I  earnestly  recom¬ 
mend  the  exchange  of  our  gas  machine,  and  the  pu:  chase  of 
four  air  pressure  machines. 

The  team  and  dump  wagon  recently  purchased,  though 
in  commission  only  a  short  time,  have  proven  most  satis¬ 
factory,  and  I  am  convinced  they  will  mean  a  material  saving 
in  the  cost  of  teaming  to  this  department. 

An  agreement  has  been  made  between  the  Buffalo  and 
Lake  Erie  Traction  Company  and  the  city  whereby  the 
Street  Department  is  to  remove  the  snow  from  the  princi¬ 
pal  points  of  transfer  and  streets  upon  which  the  said  trac¬ 
tion  company  operates  its  cars,  said  Company  to  assume 
fifty  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  such  removal.  This  will  very  ma¬ 
terially  lessen  the  city’s  expense. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
courtesies  extended  me  by  your  honorable  bodies,  the  various 
city  officials,  and  representatives  of  the  press.  Mv  thanks 
are  also  due  Mrs.  S.  M.  Near,  the  capable  and  efficient  clerk, 
the  Ward  Foremen  and  all  other  employees  of  the  department 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  performed  their  various 
duties.  Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  D.  TRACY, 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 
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Street  Department. 

Cleaning  Paved  Streets  . $12,812  40 

General  Street  Work  .  4,366  40 

Cleaning  Catch  Basins  .  1,618  80 

Maintenance  Cross  Walks  .  376  25 

Grading  .  2,968  65 

Snow .  4,480  96 


$26,623  46 

First  Ward  Street  Fund. 

Bal.  December  4th,  1911  . $  196  63 

Trans.  “Paving  Inter.  7th  and  Ash” .  500  00 

“Rebate  Sewer  Wallace  bet.  7th  and  8th  .  .  32  60 

‘‘Ordinance  No.  3408”  .  300  00 

Rev.  Jos.  Cauley  Account  .  5  20 

Trans.  “Impr.  Perry  5th  to  6th”  (I.  F.)  .  147  23 

Appropriation  April  18th,  1912  .  2,160  00 

Trans.  “Ordinance  No.  3418”  .  450  00 

B.  and  L.  E.  Traction  Co.  Account .  7  20 


$3,798  86 

Expended  .  S3.798  86 


Second  Ward  Street  Fund. 

Balance  December  4th,  1911  . $  154  63 

Trans.  “C.  Portion  Paving  Ash,  14th  to  15th” .  100  00 

“C.  Portion  Paving  15th,  Ash  to  Reed” .  100  45 

“C.  Portion  Sewer  9th  and  Fulton” .  3  56 

“Repaving  Pavement  Ash  St.  Subway”  ....  56  78 

“Paving  15th  St.  Parade  to  Reed  (I.  F.)  _  60  00 

“C.  Portion  Paving  Ash,  14th  to  15th”  ...  50  88 

“Ordinance  No.  3408”  .  300  00 

“C.  Portion  Paving  14th  State  to  Holland 

(I-  F.)  .  100  00 

Appropriation,  April  18th,  1912 .  2,880  00 
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B.  and  L.  L.  Traction  Co.  Account .  6  60 

Trans.  “C.  Portion  Paving-  14th,  State  to  Holland 

(I.  F.)  .  104  84 

“  “Ordinance  No.  3418”  .  600  00 

Jos.  Luthringer  Account  .  1  50 


$4,519  24 

Expended  . $4,519  24 


Third  Ward  Street  Fund. 

Balance  December  4th,  1911  . $  368  80 

Trans.  “C.  Portion  Paving  Liberty,  8th  to  12th, 

(I.  F.)  .  500  00 

“C.  Portion  Paving  Liberty,  8th  to  12th 

(I.  F.)  .  300  00 

Wm.  Krouz  Account  .  1  00 

Trans.  “Ordinance  No.  3408”  .  280  90 

Appropriation  April  18th,  1912  .  2,880  00 

B.  and  L.  E.  Traction  Co.  Account  .  15  20 

Trans.  “Ordinance  No.  3418”  .  600  00 

i  _ 

$4,945  90 

Expended  . $4,945  90 


Fourth  Ward  Street  Fund. 

Balance  December  4th,  1911  . $  95  79 

Trans.  “Impr.  Cherry,  2nd  to  Front,  etc.” .  200  00 

“  “Const.  Roadway,  Front  St.,  etc.” .  92  75 

“  “Poplar  Street  Pavement,  2nd  to  P.  Ave.  N.”.  .  178  69 
“  “C.  Portion  7th  St.  Pavement,  Plum  to  Rasp.”  58 

“  “Paving  Inter.,  6th  and  Plum  .  54  90 

“  “Improving  Cherry,  2nd  to  Front” .  200  00 

“  “C.  Portion  Paving,  P.  Ave.  North”  (I.  F.) .  .  200  00 

W.  R.  Jordan  Account  .  14  40 

Appropriation  April  18th,  1912 .  2,160  00 
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Trans.  “Ordinance  No.  3418”  .  450  00 

Manuel  Fratus  Account  .  2  00 


$3,649  11 

Expended  . $3,649  11 


Fifth  Ward  Street  Fund. 

Balance  December  4th,  1911 . $  112  43 

Trans.  “Ordinance  No.  3391”  .  200  00 

“  “Ordinance  No.  3408” .  300  00 

Appropriation  April  18th,  1912 .  2,160  00 

Trans.  “Ordinance  No.  3418” . .  450  00 

“C.  Portion  Pav.  21st,  Parade  to  East  Ave.”  328  73 
“C.  Portion  Pav.  East  Ave.,  21st  to  Buff.  Rd.”  3  22 


$3,554  38 

Expended  . $3,516  86 


Balance  . $37  52 

Sixth  Ward  Street  Fund. 

Balance  December  4th,  1911  . $  5  27 

Trans.  “Paving-  Liberty,  Brown  Ave.  to  20th”....  183  50 

“C.  Portion  Pav.,  Liberty  18th  St.  South”..  110  27 

“Ordinance  No.  3388”  .  100  00 

“Ordinance  No.  3408” .  500  00 

Appropriation  April  18th,  1912 .  2,160  00 

Trans.  “Ordinance  No.  3418” .  450  00 

Chas.  G.  Offerle  Account  .  90 

A.  H.  Murphy  Account  .  1  40 


$3,511  34 

Expended  . $3,329  41 


Balance  .  $181  93 
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Salaries  Account. 

Balance  December  4th,  1911  . $2,830  49 

Appropriation  April  18th,  1912  .  7,800  00 


$10,630  49 

Expended  .  7,925  48 

Balance  . $2,705  01 

Current  Expense  Account. 

Balance  December  4th,  1911 . $  38  60 

Appropriation  April  18th,  1912 .  150  00 

Trans.  “Ordinance  No.  3497”  .  5,000  00 


$5,188  60 

Expended  . $4,494  31 

Balance . $694  29 

Supplies  Account. 

Balance  December  4th,  1911  . $  49  08 

Appropriations  April  18th,  1912 .  300  00 

Andrews  Land  Co.  Account .  1  00 

Erie  Mdse.  Realty  Co .  7  00 

$357  08 

Expended  . $357  08 


Flushing  Wagon  Account. 

Balance  December  4th,  1911  . $  1  00 

Appropriation  April  18th,  1912  .  1,000  00 

$1,001  00 

Expended  . $  620  20 

Balance  . $  380  80 
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General  Sidewalk  Fund. 

Balance  December  4th,  1911  . $  49  36 

Chester  Hearn  Account  .  5  00 

W.  H.  Whitehead  Account  .  4  80 

George  Brown  Account .  2  10 

Frank  Althof  Account  .  30  00 

F.  E.  Lowry  Account  .  4  06 

Appropriation  April  18th,  1912  .  500  00 

Clarence  L.  Thompson  Account .  325  12 

Hon.  W.  J.  Stern  Account  .  80 

Augusta  Wehn  Account .  33  77 

Gilbert  E.  Newton  Account .  29  60 

Harriet  Cochran  Account  . .  88  62 


$1,073  23 

Expended  . $1,073  29 


Deficit  . $  06 

Lumber  Contract. 

Appropriation  April  18th,  1912  . $  600  00 

Expended  .  600  00 


Improving  Perry  Street,  Fifth  to  Sixth. 

Balance  December  4th,  1911  . $  40  24 

Expended  .  40  24 


H  orse  Hire — Superintendent  Streets. 

Appropriation  April  18th,  1912 . $  150  00 

Expended  .  75  00 


Balance  . $  75  00 
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Steps  Foot  Parade  Street. 

Balance  December  4th,  1911 . $  1  43 

Expended  .  1  43 


First  Ward  Improvement  Fund. 

Balance  December  4th,  1911  . $  147  06 

Trans.  “C.  Portion  Parade  Pvmt.,  5th  to  Front  ....  17 

“  “Ordinance  No.  3408” .  300  00 

Appropriation  September  17th,  1912  . $2,666  66 

$3,113  89 

Transfers  . $3,098  82 

Balance  . $  15  07 

Second  Ward  Improvement  Fund. 

Balance  December  4th,  1911  . $  76  00 

Trans.  “Ordinance  No.  3408”  .  500  00 

Appropriation  September  17th,  1912 . $2,666  66 

$3,242  66 

Transfers  . $2,480  65 

Balance  . $  762  01 

Third  Ward  Improvement  Fund. 

Balance  December  4th,  1911  . $  936  70 

Trans.  “Ordinance  No.  3408”  .  200  00 

Appropriation  Sept.  17th,  1912  .  2,666  67 

$3,703  37 

Transfers  . $1,996  70 

Balance  . $1,806  67 
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Fourth  Ward  Improvement  Fund. 

Trans.  “March  12th,  1912” . $  200  00 

Appropriation  September  17th,  1912  .  2,666  67 


$2,866  67 

Transfers  . $1,100  00 

Balance  . $1,766.67 

Fifth  Ward  Imp  rovement  Fund. 

Trans.  “Ordinance  No.  3408”  . $  3QQ  qq 

Appropriation  September  17th,  1912  .  2,666  67 


82,966  67 

Transfers  . $2,910  00 


Balance  . $  56  67 

Sixth  Ward  Improvement  Fund. 

Trans.  Ordinance  No.  3408 . $  500  00 

Appropriation  Sept.  17th,  1912 .  2,666  67 


$3,166  67 

Transfers  .  756  85 


Balance  . $2,409  82 

Telephones — Ward  F oremen. 

Trans,  from  “Salaries  Account”  Ordinance  No.  3476.8  160  00 
Expended  .  54  00 


Balance  . $  96  00 

Municipal  Cleaning  Day — First  Ward. 

Appropriation  April  18th,  1912 . $  50  00 

Expended .  50  00 
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Municipal  Cleaning  Day — Second  Ward. 


Appropriation  April  18th,  1912 . $  50  00 

Expended .  50  00 


Municipal  Cleaning  Day — Third  Ward. 


Appropriation  April  18th,  1912 . $  50  0C 

Expended .  50  00 


Municipal  Cleaning  Day — Fourth  Ward. 


Appropriation  April  18th,  1912 . $  50  00 

Expended .  50  00 


Municipal  Cleaning  Day — Fifth  Ward. 


Appropriation  April  18th,  1912 . $  50  00 

Expended . .  50  00 


Municipal  Cleaning  Day — Sixth  Ward. 


Appropriation  April  18th,  1912 . $  50  00 

Expended .  50  00 


Improving  Moorhead  Street,  Peach  to  State. 


Balance  Dec.  4th,  1911  . $  9  00 

Expended .  9  00 


Note: — Where  the  letters  (I.F.)  appear  above  in  the 
several  ward  funds,  they  specify  that  the  money  was  trans¬ 
ferred  from  the  improvement  fund  of  said  wards  to  the  street 
funds.  I  have  shown  the  transfer  in  this  way  so  that  you  may 
know  through  what  funds  they  passed  to  reach  the  street 
funds. 
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The  following-  is  a  list  of  sidewalks  constructed  during 

^  o 

the  fiscal  year,  to  and  including  November  30th,  1912: 


Cement  Walks — First  Ward. 


North  Side 
North  “ 
South  “ 
North  “ 
North  “ 
North  “ 
North 
North  “ 
South  “ 
South  “ 
South  “ 
South  “ 
North  “ 
North  “ 
North  “ 
North  “ 
North  “ 
North  “ 
South  “ 
North  “ 
North  “ 
North  “ 
North  “ 
North  “ 
South  “ 
South  “ 
South  “ 
South  “ 
South  “ 
South  “ 
North  “ 
North  “ 
North  “ 


2nd,  Holland  to  German . 

3rd,  State  to  French . 

4th,  Parade  to  Wallace . 

5th,  State  to  French . 

German  to  Parade . 

Parade  to  Wallace . 

Wallace  to  Ash . 

Reed  to  W ayne . 

State  to  French . 

Ash  to  Reed . 

Reed  to  Wayne . 

Fleming  Ave.  East  Ave.  to  Pa.  Ave . 

Fleming  Ave.  East  Ave.  to  Pa.  Ave . 

East  Lake  Rd.  East  Ave.  to  Pa.  Ave.  .  .  . 
East  Lake  Rd.,  Hess  Ave.  to  Pa.  Ave.  .  . 

6th,  French  to  Holland . 

Holland  to  German . 

“  Ash  to  Reed . . 

Reed  to  Wayne . 

7th,  German  to  Parade . 

Wallace  to  Ash . 

Reed  to  Wayne . 

R.  R.  to  Perry . . 

Perry  to  East  Ave . 

Perry  to  East  Ave . 

Perry  to  R.  R . 

Ash  to  Reed . 

Wallace  to  Ash .  . . 

German  to  Parade . 

Holland  to  German . 

8th,  French  to  Holland . 

Holland  to  German . 

German  to  Parade . 


41.3 

32.6 
40 

8 

91.6 
400 

50 

30 

8 

308 

30 

548 

393 

493.6 

107.6 
55 

90.9 

220 

138 

82.6 
140 

144.6 

72.3 

117.6 
145 
140 

23 

40 

41.3 

98.3 
9 

36 

160 
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North  Side  8th,  Ash  to  Reed .  41.3 

North  “  “  Wayne  to  Perry .  120 

West  “  French,  2nd  to  3rd .  30 

West  “  French,  3rd  to  4th .  6 

Wiest  “  French,  4th  to  5th .  22.6 

East  “  German,  4th  to  5th .  180 

East  “  German,  6th  to  7th .  129 

East  “  German,  3rd  to  4th .  41.3 

East  “  German,  Front  to  2nd .  169.9 

West  “  German,  Front  to  2nd .  82.6 

West  “  Wallace,  5th  to  6th .  165 

East  “  As'h,  3rd  to  4th .  33 

West  “  Ash,  4th  to  5th .  33 

West  “  Ash,  6th  to  7th .  33 

Wiest  “  East  Ave.,  5th  to  6th .  14.8 

East  “  East  Ave.,  5t'h  to  6th .  30 

West  “  Pa.  Ave.  Flem.  Ave.  to  E.  L.  Rd .  130 

West  “  Hess  Ave.,  E.  L.  Rd.  to  Atkins .  76 


1145.8 

Second  Ward. 


South  Side  8th,  German  to  Parade .  77.3 

South  “  “  Ash  to  Reed .  131.9 

South  “  “  Reed  to  Wayne .  300 

North  “  9th,  State  to  French . 93 

North  “  “  Holland  to  German .  120 

North  “  “  German  to  Parade .  98 

North  “  “  Reed  to  Wayne .  82.6 

North  “  “  Wayne  to  Perry .  350 

North  “  “  East  Ave.  to  Pa.  Ave.  . .  218.6 

North  “  “  Pa.  Ave.  to  Hess  Ave .  274 

South  “  “  Pa.  Ave.  to  Fulton .  103 

South  “  “  Fulton  to  Hess  Ave . .  35 

South  “  “  Wayne  to  R.  R .  121 

South  “  “  Ash  to  Reed  .  41.3 

North  “  “  Wayne  to  R.  R . .  120 

North  “  10th,  State  to  French  (Alley) .  10 
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North  Side  10th,  German  to  Parade .  82.6 

North  “  “  Ash  to  Reed . 41.3 

North  “  Wayne  to  R.  R . . .  120 

North  “  “  Pa.  Ave.  to  Hess .  30 

South  “  “  Holland  to  German .  41.3 

South  “  “  German  to  Parade .  30 

South  “  “  Parade  to  Wallace.  . .  82.6 

South  “  “  Wayne  to  R.  R .  155 

South  “  “  East  Ave.  to  Pa.  Ave .  215 

North  “  11th  Wallace  to  Ash .  64 

South  “  11th  Parade  to  Wallace . ( .  38 

North  “  12th  Parade  to  Wallace .  43 

North  “  12th  Wallace  to  Ash .  39.4 

South  “  12th  French  to  Holland . 164.8 

North  “  13th  Holland  to  German .  12 

North  “  13th  German  to  Parade .  76 

South  “  13th  Wallace  to  Ash .  72 

North  “  14th  State  to  French .  90 

North  “  14th  Parade  to  Wallace .  110 

North  “  15th  Ash  to  Reed .  45 

North  “  16th  State  to  French .  290 

North  “  16th  French  to  Holland .  71 

South  “  16th  State  to  French .  185 

South  “  16th  French  to  Holland  .  214 

North  “  17th  French  to  Holland .  48.3 

North  “  17th  Holland  to  German .  123.9 

North  “  17th  German  to  Parade .  145 

South  “  17th  State  to  French .  30 

South  “  17th  French  to  Holland .  189.9 

South  “  17th  Holland  to  German .  37 

North  “  18th  French  to  Holland .  205 

East  “  State  13th  to  14th .  60 

West  “  French  8th  to  9th .  93 

West  “  French  9th  to  10th .  40 

East  “  French  17th  to  18th .  66 

West  “  Holland  8th  to  9th .  55 

East  “  German  13th  to  14th .  33.9 

East  “  Parade  10th  to  11th .  67.3 
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West  Side  Parade  10th  to  11th .  82.6 

East  “  Wallace  13th  to  14th .  105 

West  “  Wallace  13th  to  14th .  161 

West  “  Ash  10th  to  11th .  84 

West  “  Wayne  10th  to  11th .  158 

West  “  Wayne  8th  to  9th .  165 

West  “  East  Ave.  8th  to  9th .  82.6 

West  “  East  Ave.  10th  to  11th .  134 

East  “  East  Ave.  10th  ter  11th .  35 

East  “  Pa.  Ave.  9th  to  10th .  105 

East  “  Hess  10th  to  11th .  63 


3882 . 9 


Third  Ward. 


South  Side  8th  State  to  Peach .  22 

South  “  8th  Peach  to  Sassafras .  82.6 

South  “  8th  Sassafras  to  Myrtle .  206.3 

South  “  8th  Myrtle  to  Chestnut .  123.9 

South  “  8th  Cherry  to  Poplar  .  200 

South  “  8th  Cascade  to  Raspberry .  40 

South  “  8th  Raspberry  to  Cranberry .  103.3 

South  “  8th  to  Cranberry,  Wash.  PI .  41.3 

North  “  9th  Walnut  to  Cherry .  55 

North  “  9th  Poplar  to  Liberty .  8 

North  “  9th  Cranberry  to  Wash.  PI .  270.3 

South  “  9th  Plum  to  Cascade .  82.6 

South  “  9th  Peach  to  Sassafras  (Drive) .  6 

North  “  10th  State  to  Peach .  80 

North  “  10th  Myrtle  to  Chestnut .  545.7 

North  “  10th  Raspberry  to  Cranberry .  10 

South  “  10th  Sassafras  to  Mvrtle .  60 

South  “  10th  Walnut  to  Cherry .  195.6 

South  “  10th  Cherry  to  Poplar .  32 

South  “  10th  Cascade  to  Raspberry .  92.6 
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North  Side  11th  Chestnut  to  Walnut .  159.3 

North  “  11th  Plum  to  Cascade .  33 

South  “  11th  Myrtle  to  Chestnut .  41.6 

South  “  11th  Chestnut  to  Walnut .  112.6 

South  “  11th  Walnut  to  Cherry .  33 

South  “  11th  Poplar  to  Liberty .  53.3 

South  “  11th  Plum  to  Cascade .  42 

North  “  12th  Peach  to  Sassafras .  50 

North  “  12th  Sassafras  to  Myrtle .  415.2 

North  “  12th  Cherry  to  Poplar .  155 

North  “  13th  Peach  to  Sassafras .  118.4 

South  “  Huron  Walnut  to  Cherry .  52 

North  “  16th  Peach  to  Sassafras . .  ..  41.3 

North  “  16th  Cherry  to  Poplar .  190 

North  “  16th  Liberty  to  Plum .  41.3 

North  “  16th  Plum  to  Cascade .  650.4 

South  “  16th  Plum  to  Cascade .  20 

South  “  16th  Chestnut  to  Walnut .  28 

South  “  16th  Cherry  to  Poplar .  40 

South  “  16th  Poplar  to  Liberty .  75 

South  “  16th  Liberty  to  Plum  .  70 

South  “  16th  Plum  to  Cascade .  718.3 

North  “  17th  Walnut  to  Cherry .  80 

South  “  17th  Peach  to  Sassafras .  155.5 

South  “  17th  Poplar  to  Liberty .  80 

North  “  18th  Peach  to  Sassafras .  27.6 

North  “  18th  Chestnut  to  Walnut .  28 

North  “  18th  Walnut  to  Cherry  .  36 

!  North  “  18th  Cherry  to  Poplar .  82.6 

j  North  “  18th  Plum  to  Cascade .  30 

East  “  Peach  9th  to  10th .  195 

East  “  Peach  10th  to  11th . 50 

East  “  16th  to  17th .  27 

West  “  Peach  11th  to  12th  .  65 

East  “  Sassafras  13th  to  14th .  32 

East  “  Sassafras  14th  to  16th .  35 

W  est  “  Sassafras  11th  to  12th  .  144 

V\  est  “  Sassafras  14th  to  16th  .  85 
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East  Side  Myrtle  11th  to  12th .  150 

West  “  Chestnut  10th  to  11th .  111.3 

East  “  Walnut  11th  to  12th  .  115 

East  “  .Walnut  16th  to  17th  .  120 

West  “  Walnut  9th  to  10th .  30 

West  “  Walnut  10th  to  11th  .  49 

West  “  Walnut  16th  to  17th  .  53 

East  “  Cherry  16th  to  17th  .  109.6 

East  “  Poplar  10th  to  11th .  14 

East  “  Poplar  16th  to  17th .  57 

West  “  Poplar  8th  to  9th .  41.3 

West  “  Poplar  10th  to  11th .  50 

East  “  Liberty  11th  to  3.2th  .  115 

East  “  Liberty  16th  to  17th .  80 

West  “  Liberty  16th  to  17th .  439.9 

East  “  Plum  16th  to  17th  .  205 

West  “  Plum  8th  to  9th  .  41.3 

West  “  Plum  10th  to  11th .  40 

West  “  Plum  16th  to  17th .  235 


4071.8 

Fourth  Ward. 

South  Side  2nd  Myrtle  to  Chestnut .  82.6 

North  “  2nd  Sassafras  to  Myrtle  .  41.3 

North  “  3rd  State  to  Peach  .  100 

North  “  3rd  Sassafras  to  Myrtle  .  106.3 

North  “  3rd  Cherry  to  Poplar  .  41.3 

South  “  3rd  Peach  to  Sassafras .  30 

North  “  4th  Chestnut  to  Walnut .  90 

North  “  4th  Cascade  to  Rasp .  40 

South  “  4th  Cherry  to  Poplar .  41.3 

South  “  4th  Walnut  to  Cherry .  33 

South  “  4th  Cherry  to  Poplar  .  41.3 

South  “  4th  Plum  to  Cascade  .  41.3 

North  “  5th  Sassafras  to  Myrtle .  82.6 

North  “  5th  Plum  to  Cascade .  165.3 

North  “  5th  Cascade  to  Rasp .  130 
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South  Side  5th  State  to  Peach .  33 

South  “  5th  Sassafras  to  Myrtle  .  35 

South  “  5th  Cherry  to  Poplar .  245.9 

South  “  5th  Plum  to  Cascade .  82.6 

North  Park  Row  State  to  Peach  .  114.6 

North  Side  6th  Myrtle  to  Chestnut  .  115 

North  “  6th  Walnut  to  Cherry  .  40 

South  “  6th  Chestnut  to  Walnut  .  82.6 

South  “  6th  Plum  to  Cascade  .  62 

North  “  7th  Sassafras  to  Myrtle .  100 

North  “  7th  Chestnut  to  Walnut .  33 

North  “  7th  Liberty  to  Plum  .  55 

North  “  7th  Plum  to  Cascade .  37 

North  “  7th  Cascade  to  Rasp . .  125 

South  “  7th  Peach  to  Sass .  120 

!  South  “  7th  Myrtle  to  Chest .  137 

South  “  7th  Chest,  to  Walnut  .  143 

South  “  7th  Walnut  to  Cherry  .  75 

South  “  7th  Cherry  to  Poplar .  41.3 

South  “  7th  Poplar  to  Liberty .  80 

South  “  7th  Liberty  to  Plum .  28 

South  “  7th  Plum  to  Cascade  .  66 

South  “  7th  Cascade  to  Rasp  .  31.3 

South  “  7th  Rasp,  to  Cran .  41.3 

North  “  8th  Cherry  to  Poplar .  30 

North  “  8th  Liberty  to  Plum  .  41.3 

North  “  8th  Plum  to  Cascade  .  41.3 

West  "  State  7th  to  8th  .  25 

East  “  Peach  2nd  to  3rd .  130 

East  “  Peach  5th  to  N.  Park  Row .  166 

West  “  Sass.  8th  to  9th  .  44 

East  “  Myrtle  6th  to  7th  .  .  .' .  108 

West  “  Myrtle  2nd  to  3rd  .  35 

West  “  Myrtle  3rd  to  4th  (Driveway) .  10 

West  “  Myrtle  7th  to  8th  .  46.3 

West  “  Chestnut  4th  to  5th .  91.3 

East  “  Walnut  2nd  to  3rd .  76.3 

East  “  Walnut  5th  to  6th  .  48 
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East  Side  Walnut  7th  to  8th .  93 

West  “  Cherry  2nd  to  3rd  .  41.3 

West  “  Cherry  3rd  to  4th .  80 

West  “  Cherry  5th  to  6th  .  73 

West  “  Cherry  6th  to  7th .  5 

East  “  Poplar  3rd  to  4th  .  155 

East  “  Poplar  5th  to  6th  .  38 

West  “  Liberty  4th  to  5th .  180 

West  “  Liberty  7th  to  P.  Ave.  South .  200 

West  “  Plum  4th  to  5th  .  168 

West  “  Plum  5th  to  6th  .  59 

West  “  Cascade  4th  to  5th  .  41.3 


1758.3 

Fifth  Ward. 

South  Side  18th  State  to  French  .  30 

South  “  Buffalo  Rd  18th  to  20th .  113 

South  “  Buffalo  Rd.  Warfel  Ave.  to  Bran .  281 

North  “  19th  Reed  to  Wayne .  37 

North  “  21st  Peach  to  State .  45 

North  “  21st  French  to  Holland .  55 

North  “  21st  Parade  to  Wallace .  40 

North  “  21st  Wallace  to  Ash .  54 

North  “  21st  Reed  to  Wayne  .  85 

South  “  21st  Reed  to  Wayne .  390.6 

South  “  21st  Wayne  to  Perry . . .  210 

South  “  21st  Perry  to  East  Ave .  401 

North  “  22nd  German  to  Parade  .  80 

South  “  22nd  German  to  Parade  .  41.3 

North  “  22nd  French  to  Holland  .  55 

South  “  22nd  Reed  to  Wayne .  60 

South  “  22nd  Wayne  to  Perry .  40 

South  “  23rd  French  to  State  .  103.5 

South  “  23rd  Wallace  to  Ash .  292 

South  “  24th  German  to  Parade  .  130.9 

South  “  24th  Parade  to  Wallace .  405 

South  “  24th  Wallace  to  Ash  .  40 
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South  Side  24th  Ash  to  Reed . .  32.6 

South  “  24th  Reed  to  Wayne .  66 

South  “  24th  East  Ave.  to  Pa.  Ave .  680.6 

North  “  24th  East  Ave.  to  Pa.  Ave .  640 

North  “  24th  Ash  to  Reed  .  40 

North  “  24th  Parade  to  German  .  115 

North  “  24th  Perry  to  East  Ave .  40 

North  “  25th  German  to  Parade .  60 

North  “  25th  Parade  to  Wallace  .  82.6 

North  “  25th  Wallace  to  Ash  .  185 

North  “  25th  Wayne  to  Perry .  35 

South  “  25th  East  Ave.  to  Pa.  Ave .  50 

South  “  25th  Reed  to  W  ayne .  115 

South  “  25th  Ash  to  Reed .  45 

South  “  25th  Holland  to  German  .  430 

South  “  26th  German  to  Parade  .  62 

North  “  26th  Holland  to  German  .  330 

North  “  26th  Wallace  to  Ash  .  128 

North  “  26th  Reed  to  Wayne .  174 

North  “  27th  Parade  to  Wallace .  640 

South  “  27th  Parade  to  Wallace  .  410 

East  “  Peach  18th  to  19th  .  25 

East  “  Peach  22nd  to  23rd  .  82.6 

West  “  State  20th  to  21st .  47 

West  “  State  21st  to  22nd  .  64 

West  “  French  23rd  to  24th  .  82.6 

East  “  French  21st  to  22nd  .  125 

East  “  Glen  Ave.  28th  to  29th .  80 

East  “  Glen  Ave.  Hill  Road  to  28th .  80 

East  “  Glen  Ave.  Moorhead  to  C.  Line .  40 

West  “  Orchard  Peach  to  Eliot  .  40 

A  est  “  Holland  20th  to  21st .  90 

West  “  Holland  29th  to  30th  .  140 

West  “  German  20th  to  21st .  123 

East  “  Holland  23rd  to  24th  .  50 

East  “  German  21st  to  22nd  .  40 

East  “  German  26th  to  27th  . 115 

West  “  Parade  26th  to  27th  .  120 
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East  Side  Wallace  23rd  to  24th .  128 

East  “  Wallace  24th  to  25th  .  270 

East  “  Wallace  25th  to  26th  .  43 

West  “  Wallace  24th  to  25th  .  210.6 

W est  “  Perry  23rd  to  24th  .  40 

East  “  East  Ave.  23rd  to  24th .  280 

East  “  East  Ave.  24th  to  25th  .  159 

West  “  Pa.  Ave.  24th  to  25th  .  109.6 

East  “  Pa.  Ave.  23rd  to  24th .  145 

East  “  Pa.  Ave.  25th  to  26th  (alley) .  10 


1515 

Sixth  Ward. 

South  Side  18th  Peach  to  Sass .  32 

South  “  18th  Walnut  to  Cherry .  75 

North  “  19th  Myrtle  to  Chestnut  .  25 

North  “  21st  Sass.  to  Myrtle  .  71 

South  “  21st  Myrtle  to  Chestnut .  50 

South  “  21st,  Sass.  to  Myrtle  .  41.3 

South  “  21st  Cascade  to  Rasp .  41.3 

North  “  22nd  Myrtle  to  Chest .  82.6 

North  “  22nd  Rasp,  to  Cran .  201 

South  “  22nd  Sass.  to  Myrtle  .  60 

South  “  22nd  Rasp,  to  Bran .  65 

North  “  23rd  Myrtle  to  Chestnut  .  145.6 

South  “  23rd  Myrtle  to  Chestnut  .  67.6 

North  “  24th  Peach  to  Sass .  133 

North  “  24th  Sass.  to  Myrtle  .  80 

South  “  24th  Peach  to  Sass .  33 

North  “  25th  Plum  to  Cascade  .  540 

South  “  25th  Plum  to  Cascade .  120 

North  “  26th  Plum  to  Cascade  .  95 

South  “  26th  Rasp,  to  Cran .  40 

South  “  26th  Peach  to  Sass .  177 

South  “  26th  Chestnut  to  Cherry  .  654 

South  “  26th  Myrtle  to  Cochran  .  73 

North  “  29th  Chestnut  to  Schley .  35 
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North  Side  29th  Schley  to  Sigsbee .  90 

South  “  30th  Chestnut  to  Walnut  .  97 

West  “  Peach  23rd  to  24th .  103 

West  “  Peach  25th  to  26th  .  22 

West  “  Peach  26th  to  Goodrich  .  45 

West  “  Myrtle  23rd  to  24th .  50 

East  “  Myrtle  25th  to  26th  .  286 

East  “  Chestnut  26th  to  29th  .  400 

West  “  Chestnut  21st  to  Cem.  Ent .  170 

West  “  Chestnut  26th  to  29th  .  280 

East  “  Hazel  26th  to  27th  .  40 

East  “  Liberty  27th  to  28th .  200 

East  “  Liberty  28th  to  29th .  120 

West  “  Liberty  27th  to  28th  .  40 

West  “  Liberty  28th  to  29th  .  124 

West  “  Plum  19th  to  20th .  135 

East  “  Cascade  20th  to  21st  .  132.6 

East  “  Cascade  19th  to  20th  .  165 

West  “  Cascade  18th  to  19th .  112 

West  “  Cascade  19th  to  20th .  30 

West  “  Cascade  31st  to  32nd .  75 

North  “  Summit  Myrtle  to  29th  .  35 


2439 . 6 

Total  number  lineal  feet . 41,801.11 

Average  width  of  walks  . 7.1  ft. 

Total  mileage  . 7.92 

Removal  of  Rubbish,  Etc. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  expense  of  removing 
rubbish,  etc.,  from  the  streets  municipal  cleaning  days,  May 
7th,  8th  and  9th,  1912. 
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W  ards 

No.  Loads 

Cost 

First  Ward  . 

.  186 

$102  75 

Second  “  . 

.  430 

S36  00 

Third  “  . 

.  234 

207  10 

Fourth  “  . 

.  107 

6  ~)  00 

Fifth  “  . 

.  126 

113  40 

Sixth  “  . 

.  128 

115  70 

Total  .  1,213  $939  95 

Cost  of  removing  in  1912,  $44.75  more  than  in  1911. 
No.  loads  in  excess  of  1911,  239. 

I  base  the  expense  of  next  Municipal  Cleaning  Day,  if 
observed,  at  not  less  than  $2,000.00  on  account  of  the  .  long 
hauls,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  dumps,  heretofore  used 
for  burning  the  rubbish  have  been  built  up  and  the  families 
living  in  the  vicinity  of  same  have  entered  a  protest  against 
any  further  nuisance  being  maintained  there  by  the  city. 
Several  citizens  have  notified  me  that  in  case  I  attempt  to 
burn  rubbish  near  their  homes  they  will  serve  an  injunction. 
I  believe  any  further  burning  of  such  material  must  be  done 
outside  the  city  limits. 

The  number  of  extra  hours  worked  by  the  city  team, 
from  October  21st  to  December  6th,  in  addition  to  the  regu¬ 
lar  work,  was  61^2,  which  consisted  of  opening  catch  basins, 
filling  breaks  in  streets  and  repairing  dirt  streets.  It  is  a 
difficult  matter  to  estimate  the  value  of  this  extra  time.  For 
example,  heretofore  it  has  cost  the  city  $2.00  per  week  to 

empty  the  cans  placed  at  different  points  in  the  city  on  tele¬ 

graph  poles.  They  are  now  emptied  by  the  city  team,  in 
addition  to  taking  care  of  the  sweepings  collected  by  the 
“white  wings.” 

With  the  aid  of  this  team  the  department  has  been 

enabled  to  open  catch  basins  in  different  sections  of  the 
city,  which  allowed  the  regular  ward  gangs  to  continue 
with  their  routine  work.  This  is  hard  to  estimate.  To 
illustrate,  the  basins  at  Sixteenth  and  Sassafras  and 
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Twenty-second  and  Peach  Streets  clogged  the  same  morn¬ 
ing.  Without  ithe  city  team  it  would  have  been  necessary  for 
the  Sixth  Ward  foreman  to  leave  his  work  at  Twenty-sixth 
and  Cascade  and  go  to  Twenty-second  and  Peach  to  open 
said  basin,  and  the  Third  Ward  foreman  to  go  from  Sixteenth 
and  Cherry  to  Sixteenth  and  Sassafras. 

The  city  team  attended  to  both  basins  within  three  hours. 
You  can  readily  see  that  much  time  is  saved  by  having  a 
team  which  is  available  for  every  emergency.  This  is  only 
one  of  several  such  cases  where  we  have  been  able  to  test 
the  practicability  of  the  purchase. 

Very  Respectfully, 

JAMES  D.  TRACY, 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PARK 
COMMISSIONERS. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  Select  and  Common  Councils: 

Gentlemen — In  pursuance  to  the  request  of  his  honor  the 
mayor,  permit  us  herewith  to  present  for  your  consideration 
our  annual  report  of  the  Department  of  Parks  and  Boule¬ 
vards,  for  the  fiscal  year  1911-12,  of  the  work  accomplished 
by  the  department  as  to  maintenances  and  improvements,  to¬ 
gether  with  our  recommendations  for  the  coming  fiscal  year 
and  a  few  suggestions  which  we  desire  to  make  relative  to  the 
care  and  maintenance  of  .shade  trees  upon  the  streets  of  this 
city,  which  we  trust  will  be  of  benefit  to  our  citizens,  together 
with  the  Secretary’s  detailed  financial  statement  showing 
receipts  and  disbursements,  vouchers  for  which  are  on  file 
with  the  City  Controller. 

A  few  improvements  have  been  made  on  the  system  and 
for  some  recommendations  we  are  about  to  make  we  ask 
your  careful  consideration.  While  for  some  of  our  work  ample 
funds  have  been  allowed,  there  remains  some  which  we  have 
been  unable  to  complete.  It  is,  however,  with  a  feeling  of 
pride  and  gratification  that  we  can  report  that  the  best  pos¬ 
sible  has  been  done  and  the  greatest  good  accomplished  with 
the  means  at  our  command. 

Perry  Square. 

The  usual  care  to  keep  this  park  up  to  its  accustomed 
condition  has  been  bestowed  upon  it  the  past  season.  The 
lawns  have  been  kept  in  a  very  neat  condition,  but  the  soil 
in  some  sections  is  very  thin  and  the  grass  poor,  which 
dries,  up  in  the  summer  to  such  an  extent  as  to  injure  the 
appearance  of  the  park.  It  should  be  manured,  ploughed  and 
resown. 
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We  again  wish  to  remind  you  of  the  recommendation  of 
former  years,  that  of  installing  a  shelter  station  in  the  park. 
We  also  wish  to  renew  our  recommendation  of  past  years, 
that  a  liberal  appropriation  be  made  for  the  installation  of 
new  and  up-to-date  fountains  for  this  park,  to  take  the  place  of 
the  stone  piles  that  now  adorn  the  basins.  There  should 
be  at  least  forty  new  seats  added  to  this  park  for  public 
comfort. 

Lake  Side  Park. 

This  park  has  been  kept  up  to  its  accustomed  condition 
during  the  past  season.  The  lawns  and  walks  have  been  kept 
in  a  very  neat  condition  and  the  walks  greatly  improved.  There 
have  been  a  few  groups  of  shrubbery  set  out  at  various  points 
in  the  interior,  which  adds  to  the  appearance  of  the  park. 

d'lie  work  of  improving  the  Lake  Side  Park  extension 
from  Sassafras  street  to  Myrtle  street  has  received  but  little 
attention  this  year  owing  to  the-  fact  that  there  was  no  appro¬ 
priation  made  for  completing  this  improvement.  Tne  expense 
of  completing  this  extension,  laying  out  walks,  planting  shade 
trees,  seeding,  etc.,  will  not  be  large  and  we  trust  that  your 
honorable  bodies  will  be  able  to  appropriate  enough  money 
to  complete  this  improvement  the  coming  year. 

Liberty  Park. 

The  most  notable  improvement  in  this  park  since  our  last 
report  was  the  laying  of  a  cement  walk  extending  from  Poplar 
street  to  Plum  street,  parallel  with  Sixth  street.  The  con¬ 
tract  for  this  work  was  awarded  bv  this  board  on  February 
23rd.,  1911,  to  J.  W.  Huff,  on  his  bid  of  7%  cents  per  square 
foot,  or  a  total  of  $662.73.  We‘  trust  that  your  honorable 
bodi  es  will  be  able  to  see  your  way  clear  to  appropriate 
enough  money  to  complete  the  laying  of  the  walks  this  coming 
year. 

The  lawn  s  and  walks  in  Liberty  Park  have  been  kept  in 
a  very  satisfactory  manner  and  add  very  materially  to  the 
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beauty  of  that  section  of  the  city.  This  park  is  also  in  need 
of  a  number  of  new  seats  and  shade  trees. 

Liberty  Street  Boulevard. 

•> 

The  work  of  grading,  setting  out  trees,  seeding,  etc.,  has 
been  completed  from  Fourth  street  to  Twelfth  street,  also 
from  Eighteenth  street  to  Brown’s  avenue,  and  has  been  done 
under  this  department  and  now  merely  require  maintenance 
for  public  comfort. 

Tenth  Street  Boulevard. 

The  usual  care  to  keep  this  boulevard  in  good  condition 
has  been  bestowed  upon  it  during  the  past  season.  The  lawns 
have  been  kept  in  a  very  neat  and  satisfactory  manner. 

Glenwood  Park. 

The  improvement  in  this  park  since  our  last  report  con¬ 
sists  of  the  completion  of  the  new  steel  bridge  over  Mill 
Creek,  leading  from  the  main  road  to  the  park  house,  filling 
in  the  approaches,  etc.,  at  a  cost  of  $840.00. 

The  commissioners  have  expended  considerable  money  on 
the  dam  at  Glenwood  Park,  but  it  is  by  no  means  complete, 
and  in  order  to  save  the  money  which  has  already  been  ex¬ 
pended  towards  making  an  artificial  lake,  we  should  have  a 
liberal  appropriation  to  complete  improvements  on  the  same. 
The  dam  should  be  remodeled  by  raising  it  from  three  to 
three  and  one-half  feet,  so  as  to  make  the  depth  of  the  water 
under  the  bridge  not  less  than  three  feet,  we  also  need  more 
benches,  tables,  seats,  swings  etc. 

Glenwood  Park  is  much  the  largest  park  we  have  and 
can  be  made  into  something  that  will  be  a  credit  to  our  city 
and  a  “j°y  forever”  to  all  the  people.  We  have  approximately 
one  mile  of  private  road  in  the  park  which  needs  attention 
and  repair,  and  if  possible,  the  same  should  be  extended, 
making  driveways  to  cover  more  of  the  park.  It  will  require 
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considerable  money  to  make  the  necessary  improvements,  and 
we  trust  that  your  honorable  bodies  can  see  your  way  clear 
to  give  us  a  liberal  appropriation  to  make  necessary  im¬ 
provements. 

The  buildings  in  Glenwood  Park  were  well  taken  care 
of  during  the  past  year,  the  porches  and  roof  of  the  house 
painted  and  a  new  roof  put  on  the  barn  at  a  cost  of  $200.00 

Care  of  Trees. 

In  the  past  a  lack  of  good  management  in  the  general 
treatment  of  the  street  trees  in  this  city  is  the  most  obvious 
feature.  The  causes  for  this  are  very  evident  to  any  one 
who  thinks  at  all  about  the  matter.  It  is  our  purpose  to  try 
to  point  out  the  way  to  avoid  such  a  state  of  affairs  in  the 
future  and  to  correct  the  existing  conditions,  as  far  as  possible 

The  trees,  have  been  variously  located  along  the  traveled 
walk,  in  most  cases  between  the  traveled  walk  and  the 
curb.  Others,  again,  are  on  the  adjoining  land  just 
inside  the  property  line.  The  spacing  is  unsystematic 
and  many  stand  too  closely  together,  the  necessary  thinning 
having  been  neglected.  Few  trees,  suitable  for  city  streets., 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  stand  closer  together  than  forty  or 
fifty  feet.  On  almost  every  street  there  is  a  lack  of  uniformity 
in  the  selection  of  the  kinds.  On  most  of  the  streets  which 
have  been  planted  there  are  long  distances  entirely  without 
trees,  and  many  streets  have  no  trees  at  all. 

Nearly  all  have  been  badly  neglected  in  the  matter 
of  pruning.  Dead  limbs  are  prevalent  everywhere,  and  are 
not  only  unsightly,  but  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  trees, 
and  dangerous  to  passers-by  because  of  their  liability  to  break 
otf  and  inflict  injury.  It  may  not  be  feasible  to  give  every 
large  tree  that  pruning  which  it  seems  to  demand,  but  the 
larger  dead  limbs  certainly  ought  to  be  removed.  In  the  case 
of  the  younger  trees  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  dead  limbs  may 

be  removed,  and  that  such  treatment  will  be  kept  up  in  the 
future. 
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Many  of  the  trees  are  too  thickly  set,  leaving  them  de¬ 
formed,  bruised,  gnarled,  partly  dead,  untrimmed  and  broken. 
In  some  cases,  the  limbs  have  been  roughly  cut  off,  leaving 
ugly  stubs.  Trees  have  also  been  allowed  to  head  too  low 
and  then  trimmed  up  high  after  they  are  too  mature  to  re¬ 
gain  their  natural  form  and  grace,  and  so  on  to  the  end  of 
the  list  of  ills.  It  is  not  just  to  say  that  there  are  no  beau¬ 
tiful  trees  in  Erie,  but  it  is  safe  to  assert  that  a  well-developed, 
graceful  tree  is.  the  exception,  and  that  these  exceptions  are 
by  far  too  numerous. 

In  growing  trees  on  the  public  streets  it  is  necessary  to 
fight  the  thoughtless  small  boy,  the  runaway  horse,  the  ruth¬ 
less  driver,  the  occasional  ruffian ;  then  there  are  the  layers 
of  gas,  sewer  and  water  pipes  and  electric  wires ;  there  are 
pavers  and  sidewalk  layers  who  surreptitiously  cut  the  roots, 
and  builders  who  bruise  and  maim  the  trunk ;  there  are  over¬ 
head  wires  and  underground  gas  leaks,  both  sewer  and  illumi¬ 
nating  gas.  Overhead  wires  are  a  constant  menace  to  the  trees. 
Thy  are  more  than  a  menace — they  work  actual  and  great  in¬ 
jury  to  the  trees  every  year.  The  constant  swaying  of  the 
wires  abrades  the  bark  and  thus  initiates  decay.  Further¬ 
more,  leakage  of  the  electric  current  is  discharged  into  many 
trees,  and  not  a  few  trees  have  been  killed  by  this  deadly 
current. 

Another  hurtful  practice  is  that  of  concreting  or  cement¬ 
ing  a  walk  close  up  to  the  base  of  the  tree.  This  shuts  out 
the  air  and  water  from  the  roots  and  robs  the  tree  of  these 
life  essentials.  A  in  openings  should  always  be  left  about  the 
base  of  a  tree,  so  that  water  and  air  may  have  free  and  unim¬ 
peded  access  to  the  roots. 

The  subject  of  pruning  trees  is  very  broad  in  its  appli¬ 
cation.  Trees,  need  pruning  morei  or  less  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  to  the  end  of  their  existence.  To  prune  a  tree  properly 
is  to  benefit  it.  To  prune  it  improperly  is  to  injure  it.  To 
prune  a  tree  will  require  a  man  having  a  knowledge  of  trees 
and  the  fundamental  principles  of  pruning.  He  must  have 
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taste  that  will  enable  him  to  give  a  tree  becoming  shape,  as 
far  as  circumstances  will  permit.  He  must  be  a  man  of  honor 
and  will  prefer  the  good  of  the  tree  to  his  own  convenience 
The  trimming  and  heading  back  of  trees,  as  has  been  prac. 
ticed  in  Erie,  has,  resulted  in  malformations  that  are  dis¬ 
agreeable.  Add  to  this  disfigured  and  deformed  trunks,  re¬ 
sulting  from  injuries  caused  mainly  by  horses,  and  the  re¬ 
sult  in  many  instances  is  positively  ugly.  Such  trees  should 
be  removed. 

Protection  to  trees  is  important,  and  can  best  be 
secured  when  people  are  interested  and  will  assist  in  restrain¬ 
ing  and,  if  need  be,  bringing  to  punishment  anv  one  doing 
injury  to  them. 


Remarks. 

There  is  nothing  that  will  give  more  satisfaction  or  more 
lasting  results  than  money  judiciously  expended  in  beautify¬ 
ing  .streets,  parks  and  private  grounds.  In  every  city  or  vil¬ 
lage  there  are  vacant  places  that  could  be  made  attractive 
and  pleasing  by  proper  grading  and  seeding  and  planting  with 
shrubs  and  hardy  flowers.  There  is  no  city7"  or  village  lot  too 
small  for  good  and  satisfactory  results  to  be  obtained  by  care¬ 
ful  planting,  and  most  excellent  effects  can  be  secured  when 
several  adjoining  lots  or  a  whole  block  is  planned  to  produce 
a  harmonious  landscape  effect. 

Generally  those  things  which  tend  to  make  life  brighter 
and  the  world  more  habitable  are  neglected  until  such  time 
as  their  accomplishment  or  acquisition  becomes  more  difficult 
than  if  considered  at  an  earlier  day.  It  has  been  said  that  art 
must  be  a  compliment  to  nature.  There  are  many  ways  in 
a  municipality  of  assisting  the  nature  which  exists,  and  in 
harmonizing  by  means  of  man's  artifice  in  such  manner  that 
each  seems  a  part  of  the  other. 

In  the  building  of  cities  the  commercial  idea  must  be 
foremost,  but  the  problem  of  bringing  into  harmony  such 
formative  work  with  the  hills,  valleys  and  woodlands,  as  well 
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as  with  such  bodies  of  water  with  which  this  city  is  blessed, 
should  not  be  ignored  or  forgotten. 

The  history  of  the  leading  cities  of  the  country  shows  a 
strange  shortsightedness  on  the  part  of  the  early  officials.  Not 
only  were  parks  and  necessary  breathing  spaces  and  recrea¬ 
tion  spots  unconsidered,  but  even  the  drainage,  sewerage,  and 
water  supply  were  often  planned  with  reference  only  to  imme¬ 
diate  wants  and  conditions.  And  the  problem  of  rendering 
attractive  and  beautiful  was  made  more  difficult  from  year 
to  year  as  improvements  increased  and  became  more  perma¬ 
nent.  But  in  our  city  there  are  opportunities  of  now  acquiring 
wisely  such  lands  as  in  a  short  time  will  be  beyond  our  reach. 

Few  jewels  are  there  but  may  be  enhanced  by  an  appro¬ 
priate  setting',  and  so  with  buildings  that  spring  up  on  all 
sides.  An  excessive  mercenary  spirit  is  doubtless  accountable 
for  the  deprivation  of  suitable  surroundings;  to  our  domestic 
as-  well  as  more  public  architecture-.  There  are  few  people 
who  are  entirely  lacking  in  the  appreciation  of  nature’s  adorn¬ 
ment  to  know  life,  and  it  seems  strange  that  we,  the  descend- 
ents  from  a  race  so  domestic  in  its  tastes.,  should  be  content 
to  live  in  uninteresting-  environments  with  little  to  make  the 
exterior  of  our  homes  attractive,  while  nature  stands  so  ready 
to  assist.  What  is  true  in  a  domestic  way  is  more  .so  in  a 
public,  where  the  appropriation  for  expenditures  usually  makes 
it  possible  to  accomplish  a  result  complete  in  its  harmony 
of  nature  and  art ;  and  what  is  thus  obtained  would  have 
by  far  the  greatest  influence  upon  the  thought  and  life  of  the 
greater  number  of  citizens. 

As  public  squares  or  parks  are  acquired  and  beautified, 
whether  as  encircling  public  structures  or  as  open  parks, 
their  suitable  adornment  with  fountains  and  statuary  will  sug¬ 
gest  itself  as  appreciation  of  art  increases  and  occasion  arises. 

No  city  should  be  more  interested  than  ours  in  public 
^schools,  churches,  public  libraries,  in  public  parks  and  park¬ 
ways,  and  all  those  things  which  make  stronger  men  and 
women,  build  character,  and  educate  them  for  a  better  life. 
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There  have  been  but  comparatively  few  in  this  community 
who  have  given  their  time  and  talents  to  outdoor  art  improve¬ 
ment  for  the  public  good,  a  work  that  is  of  great  value  to  the 
present  generation,  and  of  inestimable  value  to  the  genera¬ 
tions  which  will  suceed  us.  This  commission  can  do  much  to 
assist  and  instruct  people  in  the  development  of  outdoor  art, 
and  its  work  will  elevate  and  bring  enjoyment  and  sanitary 
improvement  to  our  city.  We  know  and  feel  that  there  is  a 
mission  for  us,  and  that  all  the  good  people  of  the  city  should 
unite  to  foster  and  perpetuate  this  idea. 

Maintenance. 

Last  but  not  least  is  the  maintenance  of  the  park  and 
boulevard  system,  and  the  protection  of  the  property  under 
the  control  of  this  department.  The  appropriation  for  main¬ 
tenance  should  be  liberal.  The  parks,  and  boulevards  of 
the  people  should  be  kept  at  a  high  standard  of  maintenance 
at  all  times.  They  belong  to  all  of  the  people  and  are  always 
open  to  all  citizens  on  equal  terms.  Special  privileges  to 
none  nor  the  use  of  them  given  to  any  one  for  any  purpose 
not  practically  common  to  all,  and  consistent  with  the  proper 
use  of  public  -parks. 


Conclusion. 

In  closing  our  report  we  wish  to  express  to  his  honor 
the  Mayor  and  the  members  of  the  Select  and  Common  Coun¬ 
cils  our  fullest  appreciation  for  their  support  and  their  good 
will,  and  wish  to  thank  the  employees  of  the  department  for 
the  efficient  service  rendered,  making  it  possible  to  accomplish 
all  that  has  been  done. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  L.  BAXKSON,  Pres. 
...  J.  F.  DOM  NING, 

R.  L.  GORDON. 

Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 

M.  J.  HENRY,  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 

To  the  Honorable,  The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners: 

Gentlemen — Following  is  a  statement  of  the  park  funds 
on  hand  to  date,  salaries  paid  foremen,  ordinary  labor  and 
team  work  for  Perry  Square,  Lake  Side,  Liberty  and  Glen- 
wood  Parks,  Liberty  and  Tenth  Street  Boulevards. 

The  sum  appropriated  for  the  care  and  improvements  of 
our  parks  and  boulevards  this  year  was  $4,000.00.  The  sum 
of  $2,000.00  was  appropriated  during  the  month  of  October 
this  year  for  Park  improvements  which  remains  unexpended. 

Salary  for  foreman  Perry  Square  April  1  to  Dec.  1 

1912  . $  480.00 

Salary  for  foreman  Lake  Side  Park,  April  1  to  Dec.  1, 

1912  .  480.00 

Salary  for  foreman  Liberty  Park,  April  1,  to  Dec.  1, 

1912  .  480.00 

Ordinary  labor  Perry  Square,  April  1  to  Dec.  1,  1912  349.09 

Ordinary  labor  Lake  Side  Park,  April  1  to  Dec.  1,  1912  868.60 

Ordinary  labor,  Liberty  Park,  April  1  to  Dec.  1,  1912  246.39 

Ordinary  labor  10th  and  Liberty  Street  boulevards 


April  15  to  October  31,  1912 .  592.66 

Team  work  Perry  Square .  68.00 

Team  work  Lake  Side  Park . .  .  6.75 

Team  work  Liberty  Park .  14.50 


$3,585.99 

Amount  appropriated  for  maintenance  and  improve¬ 


ments  for  the  fiscal  year  1912 . $6,000.00 

Amount  expended  .  4,000.00 

Balance  on  hand  . $2,000.00 
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Current  Expenses. 

Amount  unexpended  April  1,  1912 . $  38.10 

Expended  year  1912  .  5  05 

Balance  on  hand  . .  3  32  05 

Glenwood  Park  Improvements. 

Amount  unexpended  April  1,  1912 . $  685.56 

Amount  expended  1912  .  242.87 

Balance  on  hand  . $  442.69 


Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  J.  HENRY 

Secretary  Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 
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REPORT  OF  CITY  ELECTRICIAN. 


Erie,  Pa.,  December  12th,  1912. 

Hon.  Wm.  J.  Stern,  Mayor: 

Dear  Sir— -In  submitting  my  annual  report  to  you  for 
your  consideration  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  this  department 
has  not  been  very  active  in  doing  new  work  in  the  past  year. 
On  January-  21st,  1912,  this  department  submitted  an  esti¬ 
mate  to  the-  Councils  for  conduit  extensions  in  the  following 
streets:  West  Sixth  street,  from  Cascade  to  Peach  street, 
Parade  street,  from  Ninth  to  Tenth  street,  Tenth  street,  from 
Parade  to  Wayne  street,  Peach  street,  from  Eighteenth  to 
Twenty-sixth  street,  Eighth  street,  from  Cherry  street  to 
Liberty  street,  West  Tenth  street,  from  the  center  of  State 
street  260  feet  west. 

The  Councils  did  not  furnish  the  necessary  finance  to 
complete  these  extensions,  except  the  West  Tenth  street  ex¬ 
tension.  Had  this  work  been  completed  in  the  past  year  it 
would  have  added  to  the  conduit  system  116,126  duct  feet. 

All  of  the  laterial  connections  have  been  put  in  on  West 
Eighth  street  for  the  block  distribution  system,  and  1  believe 
that  by  next  spring  that  all  the  low  tension  wires  and  poles 
can  be  removed  from  Seventh  street,  Eighth  street  and 
Ninth  street. 

I  would  recommend  that  a  low  tension  conduit  line  be 
built  in  West  Tenth  street,  from  State  street  to  Cascade 
street.  With  the  completion  of  the  Sixth  street  lines,  and  the 
Tenth  street  lines,  we  would  then  have  district  lines  between 
Fifth  street  and  Twelfth  street  and  State  street  to  Cascade 
street,  and  with  the  adoption  of  the  block  distribution  system, 
we  could  clear  this  district  of  all  the  low  tension  wires  and 
poles. 
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The  principal  work  of  this  department  for  the  past  year 
has  been  routine,  such  as  making  repairs  to  the  police  sys¬ 
tem  and  the  lire  alarm  system,  and  looking  after  the  setting 
of  poles  by  the  different  companys  in  the  city.  When  you 
stop  to  consider  that  the  Bell  Telephone  Company  has  set 
over  1,200  poles  in  the  city  and  the  Erie  County  Electric 
Company  over  400  poles,  besides  what  poles  the  other  com¬ 
panys  have  set,  with  your  knowledge  of  the  trouble  there  is 
between  the  property  owner  and  the  company  in  getting 
the  location  for  poles,  that  this  department  has  been  on  the 
move  most  of  the  time. 

I  would  recommend  and  ask  your  honor  to  use  youi 
very  best  effort  in  securing  the  services  of  an  expert  electri¬ 
cal  engineer  to  lay  out  a  high  tension  conduit  system  in  the 
city,  at  the  very  earliest  possible  moment,  so  that  just  as 
soon  as  Councils  can  find  the  necessary  money  to  build  the 
system  with,  a  start  could  be  made  with  the  work  of  plac¬ 
ing  the  high  tension  wires  under  ground. 

Conduit  Svstem  City  of  Eric. 

A  c 

Number  of  ducts  feet  in  conduit  system .  275,439  feet. 

Number  of  ducts  feet  in  use  .  123,832 

Number  of  duct  feet  not  in  use .  151.607  “ 

Number  of  ducts  feet  in  use  by  companies: 

Mutual  Tel.  Co . ; .  44,352  annual  rent,  $2,217  60 

Bell  Tel.  Co . ' .  41,912  “  “  2,095  60 

Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  .  .  .  8,944  “  “  447  20 

Police  Signal  System  .  18,679 

Fire  Alarm  System  .  9,943 


84,760  40 

Number  of  permits  issued  to  make  repairs  in  conduit,  38; 
as  follows:  Bell  lei.  Co.  of  Pa.,  30;  Mutual  Tel.  Co.,  7;  West¬ 
ern  Union  Tel.  Co.,  1. 

Number  of  permits  issued  to  set  poles  in  the  city,  74, 
as  follows:  Erie  County  Electric  Co.,  22;  Erie  Lighting  Co., 
9;  Bell  Tel.  Co.  of  Pa.,  29;  Mutual  Tel.  Co.,  14. 
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WM.  CRANE, 

City  Electrician. 


REPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Hon.  A  A  m.  J.  Stern,  Mayor : 

^  e  herewith  submit,  in  compliance  with  your  re¬ 
quest,  the  report  of  the  Fire  Department  for  the  first  eleven 
months  of  the  present  year: 

A\  e  take  occasion,  at  the  first  opportunity,  to  approve 
most  heartily  of  the  efforts  being  made  (following  our  com¬ 
munication  of  November  18,  last,  to  Councils  on  the  subject) 
to  extend  the  city  limits  in  all  directions,  and  especially  do 
tv  e  recommend  that  this  be  done  on  the  east  and  southeast 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  water  mains  have  been  extended 
greatly  on  the  East  Lake  road  and  the  Buffalo  road  and 
thousands  are  living,  or  will  be  soon,  in  those  sections  who 
need  and  probably  expect  fire  protection.  These  people  should 
be  urged  to  have  their  property  placed  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  city  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity,  and  then  they 
would  be  entitled  to  and  would  receive  the  same  fire  and 
police  protection  as  is  given  to  every  other  section  of  the 
municipality. 

AVe  strongly  recommend  that  another  fire  house  be  built, 
in  the  immediate  future,  on  West  Twenty-sixth  street,  near 
the  city  limits.  The  building  operations  in  this  part  of  this 
city  have  been  extensive  during  the  present  year  and  the 
indications  are  they  will  continue  for  some  time  to  come. 
Hundreds  of  pleasant  homes  are  to  be  found  there  which 
should  be  given  better  fire  protection.  While  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  of  fire  houses,  we  desire  to  call  once  more  the  attention 
of  Councils  and  yourself  to  the  badly  dilapidated  and  dan¬ 
gerous  condition  of  No.  3  Company  house,  in  which  is  sta¬ 
tioned  also  Chemical  Company  No.  1  and  iHook  and  Ladder 
Company  No.  1.  This  is  a  moss-grown  and  time-honored 
subject  and  one  to  which  no  attention  has  ever  been  paid. 
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It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  thank  Councils 
for  the  gradual  advance  of  the  department  to  a  full  paid  basis, 
and  we  earnestly  hope  and  recommend  that  the  good  work 
continue  and  that  the  antiquated  call  system  may  be  elimin¬ 
ated  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  department  at  the  present  time  consists  of  nine  en¬ 
gine  companies,  two  hook  and  ladder  truck  companies  and 
one  chemical  company.  These  are  operated  by  one  hundred 
men,  seventy-eight  being  full  paid  and  twenty-two  being 
call  men. 

During  the  year  only  one  salary  was  increased,  that  of 
the  assistant  chief,  $200  per  annum.  The  present  salaries  are 
as  follows :  One  chief  engineer,  $2,000  per  year ;  one  assis¬ 
tant  chief,  $1,500  per  year;  twelve  captains,  $1,080  each,  per 
year;  ten  engineers,  $1,080  each,  per  year;  seventy-eight  regu¬ 
lar  full  paid  firemen,  $900  each  per  year ;  nine  call  stokers, 
$350  each  per  year,  and  thirteen  call  firemen,  $300  each,  per 
year.  The  total  salaries  paid  for  manual  force  from  January  1, 
up  to  and  including  November  30,  1912,  was  $76>495.41. 

The  high  cost  of  everything,  material  and  supplies  of 
all  kinds,  still  continues  and  keeps  the  expense  of  maintenance 
and  operating  at  a  pretty  big  figure.  These  expenditures,  for 
the  eleven  months,  include  hay,  oats,  straw,  bran,  horse  shoe¬ 
ing,  harness,  repairs,  coal,  gas,  electric  current,  beds,  bed¬ 
ding,  furniture,  lumber,  painting,  plumbing,  'hardware  .sup¬ 
plies  and  repairs  to  apparatus  and  buildings,  and  amounted 
to  $19,389.88. 

Horses. 

r~-  -  i~~ 

There  are  required  to  operate  the  several  fire  companies 
at  the  present  time  fifty-five  horses.  During  the  period  cov¬ 
ered  by  this  report  eight  horses,  which  were  not  quite  up  to 
the  required  standard,  were  sold  and  six  were  purchased,  four 
in  St.  Louis  and  two  near  the  city. 
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Hose. 


At  the  present  time  the  department  has  25,040  feet  of 
hose.  During  the  year  3,500  feet  were  purchased  and  2,105 
feet  of  old  hose  was  condemned  as  useless.  Contracts  will 
be  let  for  another  1,000  feet  in  the  near  future. 

Fire  Alarm  Telegraph. 

There  are  now  in  service  in  the  department  about 
forty-two  miles  of  wire  and  cable,  a  few  hundred  poles  and 
157  fire  alarm  boxes.  Twelve  new  boxes  have  arrived  and 
will  be  installed  in  the  near  future,  making  a  total  of  169. 
The  rapid  building  up  of  all  the  outlying  districts  will  cause 
more  boxes  to  be  needed  before  the  end  of  another  year. 

Total  Expenditures. 

During  the  eleven  months  covered  by  this  report  the 
total  expenditures  of  the  department  which  include  salaries, 
operating  expenses,  maintenance,  etc.,  amounted  to  $95,885.29. 

Valuation  of  Department  Property. 

The  approximate  valuation  of  the  real  estate  and  personal 
property  belonging  to  the  City  of  Erie  and  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  department  is  as  follows : 

Engine  Co.  No.  1,  .situated  in  French  street,  be¬ 
tween  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets,  real  estate, 


apparatus  and  equipment  . $  31,956  77 

Engine  Co.  Xo.  2  situated  in  Parade  street,  be¬ 
tween  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streets,  real 
estate,  apparatus  and  equipment .  14,085  20 

Engine  Co.  No.  3,  situated  in  Peach  street,  be¬ 
tween  Thirteenth  and  Fourteenth  streets., 
real  estate,  apparatus  and  equipment .  26,923  01 

Engine  Co.  No.  4,  situated  corner  Fifth  and 
Chestnut  street,  real  estate,  apparatus  and 
equipment  -  .  .  . .  22,288  34. 
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Engine  Co.  Xo.  5,  situated  corner  Ninth  street  and 
East  avenue,  real  estate,  apparatus  and  equip¬ 


ment  .  22,600  04 

Engine  Co.  No.  6,  situated  corner  Eighteenth  and 
Liberty  streets,  real  estate,  apparatus  and 

equipment  . 22,547  81 

Engine  Co.  No.  7,  situated  corner  Twenty-sixth 
and  Peach  streets,  real  estate,  apparatus  and 
equipment .  16,191  71 

Engine  Co.  No.  8,  situated  corner  Twenty-third  and 
Ash  streets,  real  estate,  apparatus  and  equip¬ 
ment  . 16,997  31 

Engine  Co.  No.  9,  situated  corner  Eleventh  and 
Poplar  streets,  real  estate,  apparatus  and  equip¬ 
ment  .  26,840  92 

Store  room . 267  63 

Hose  department  . 14,719  50 

Electrical  department  .  . .  24,313  37 

Fire  Commissioner’s  office  .  467  75 


Total  . . $248,527  06 


During  the  year  the  fire  limits  W'ere  extended  for  the  first 
time  in  about  twenty  years'  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  this 
extension,  which  took  in  considerable  territory,  will  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  city,  as  it  allows  the  erection  of  fireproof 
buildings  only  in  the  business,  and  closely  built  up  residence 
sections,  a  regulation  that  should  have  been  in  force  a  long 
time  ago.  There  is  an  amendment  to  the  fire  limits  ordinance 
pending  before  Councils  to  put  German  street  in  the  fire 
limits  from  Fourth  street  to  Thirteenth  street.  ^Holland 
street  on  the  west  and  Parade  street  on  the  east  are  in  the 
fire  limits,  between  Fourth  street  and  Thirteenth  street,  and 
for  that  reason  we  believe  the  amending  ordinance  should  be 
passed. 

During  the  year  the  office  of  lieutenant  for  the  several 
companies  was  created,  by  permission  of  Councils,  but  fear¬ 
ing  a  shortage  in  the  annual  appropriation  for  salaries  for 
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the  department  before  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  because  of  a 
proposed  increase  in  pay  for  the  men  promoted,  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  postpone  the  filling  of  the  positions  until  next  April. 
Councils  are  hereby  requested,  when  preparing  the  next  an¬ 
nual  appropriation  ordinance,  to  take  care  of  the  increase 
($5  per  month)  which  will  be  paid  the  men  who  are  made 
lieutenants. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  alarms  respond¬ 
ed  to  by  the  department  each  month  of  the  time  covered  by 
this  report,  also  the  property  loss  and  the  amount  of  insurance : 


January,  1912..., 

.  36 

$  7,120  33 

$  422,250  00 

February  . 

12,143  66 

37,100  00 

March . 

.  17 

19,328  24 

85,000  00 

April . 

.  28 

5,245  79 

361,850  00 

Mav  .  . . 

383  50 

11,000  00 

Tune  . 

.  16 

1,371  40 

65,450  00 

July  . 

.  26 

2,146  00 

155,290  00 

August  .  . . 

,  . .  .  12 

1,195  16 

56,200  00 

September . 

.  20 

4,206  00 

110,325  00 

October  .  . . 

....  25 

11,445  05 

551,400  00 

November  . 

. . . .  33 

5,370  00 

58,100  00 

257 

$69,955  13 

$1,913,965  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  SCHAFFNER, 

JAS.  D.  JOHNSON; 

WM.  G.  HAAS, 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF 

BUILDINGS. 


Erie,  Pa.,  December  16th,  1912. 

Hon.  Wm.  j.  Stern,  Mayor: 

Sir — In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  herewith  pre¬ 
sent  for  your  consideration  and  information  the  report  of  the 
Department  of  Building  Inspection  for  the  eleven  months 
ending  November  30,  1912. 

The  building  operations  for  the  period  mentioned  have 
exceeded  greatly  those  of  any  former  year  in  the  history  of 
the  city,  and  have  been  of  such  magnitude  in  everv  section 
of  the  municipality  as  to  make  it  an  absolute  impossibility 
for  one  man  to  properly  and  efficiently  carry  out  all  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  new  building  code.  Every  contractor 
knew  of  this  overburdened  condition  and  a  few,  always  so 
inclined,  took  advantage  of  this  state  of  affairs  and  often 
deliberately  attempted  to  set  the  code  at  defiance.  By  spe¬ 
cial  attention  and  watchfulness  I  was  able  to  prevent  many 
flagrant  violations  of  the  building  ordinance,  but  probably 
not  all.  The  only  possible  way  to  circumvent  such  contrac¬ 
tors  and  to  do  the  work  of  this  department,  as  it  should  be 
done,  is  to  create  the  office  of  assistant  building  inspector.  I 
urgently  request  that  your  honor  recommend  to  Councils 
that  such  action  be  taken  in  the  immediate  future,  or  before 
the  extensive  operations  start  in  the  early  spring. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  (the  first  11 
months  of  1912)  1,346  building  permits  were  issued  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Forty  permits  for  brick  dwelling's  and  71  permits  for 
other  brick  structures,  making  a  total  of  111  operations  the 
estimated  cost  of  which  is  $828,872. 
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Four  hundred  and  ninety  permits  for  frame  or  brick 
veneer  dwellings  and  128  other  buildings  of  like  material, 
making  a  total  of  618  the  estimated  cost  of  which  is  $1,- 
048,953  and  a  grand  total  of  729  new  structures  of  all  kinds 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1,877,825. 

Six  hundred  and  thirty-five  permits  for  additions,  alter¬ 
ations  and  repairs  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $372,421. 

From  the  above,  by  a  little  repetition,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  number  of  new  dwellings  of  brick,  tile,  cement 
block,  brick  veneer  and  frame  aggregate  530  many  of  which 
are  two-family  residences  and  a  large  number  are  three, 
four  and  up  to  six-family  flats. 

The  estimated  operations  for  the  eleven  months,  which 
fall  far  below  the  actual  cost  of  the  buildings,  reach  a  grand 
total  of  $2,250,24 6,  and  is  $739,522  more  than  for  the  same 
months  last  year  (1911).  The  fees  collected,  in  the  same  pe¬ 
riod,  amount  to  $2,523.10. 


4die  building 
follows  : 

operations  by 

months  and 

wards  were  as 

January  . 

......  34 

$  59,675 

$  70  85 

February  . 

m/ 

.  36 

47,932 

67  00 

March  . 

.  125 

163,384 

220  45 

April  . 

.  196 

181,427 

271  10 

May  . 

.  174 

238,877 

291  00 

Tune  . 

.  215 

547,931 

482  00 

lulv  . 

.  131 

138,574 

198  00 

August  . 

.  112 

168,257 

215  65 

September  . 

.  99 

259,478 

241  65 

October  . 

.  144 

348,873 

331  95 

November . 

.  80 

95,838 

133  40 

Total  . 

.  1,346 

$2,250,246 

$2,523  10 
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Total  Operation,  Permits  all  kinds: 


First  ward  .  255  $  326,990  00 

Second  ward  .  221  371,883  50 

Third  ward  .  243  370,954  50 

Fourth  ward  .  168  525,191  00 

Fifth  ward  .  261  272,042  00 

Sixth  ward  .  198  377,085  00 


Total  . 1,346  $2,250,246  00 


The  Fifth  ward,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  table,  leads  in  the 
number  of  operations  and  the  Third  leads  in  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  building’s  for  which  permits  were  obtained. 

The  new  building  code  went  into  effect  May  31  last,  but 
is  not  yet  in  full  operation  because  of  the  many  amendments 
that  have  been  made  to  it,  also  because  of  the  fact  that  the 
validating  ordinance  providing  for  its  legality  has  not  yet 
passed  Councils.  This  should  be  done  as  soon  as  possible  in 
order  to  enable  the  printer  who  has  the  contract  to  issue 
the  code  in  pamphlet  form  and  thereby  relieve  the  great  de¬ 
mand  on  this  office  for  copies  of  same.  The  passage  of  a  new 
fire  limits  ordinance,  the  first  in  two  decades,  was  a  wise  pro¬ 
vision  and  in  my  opinion  will  work  to  the  benefit  of  the  city. 
It  is  my  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  my  predecessor,  that  this 
ordinance  should  have  required  every  building  erected  after 
its  approval  to  have  a  non-combustible  roof,  and  that  the  non¬ 
combustible  roof  limits  ought  to  cover  the  entire  city. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  SUPPLEE, 

Building  Inspector. 
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REPORT  OF  CITY  SOLICITOR. 

Hon.  William  J.  Stern,  Mayor, 

Erie,  Pennsylvania : 

Dear  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following-  report 
of  the  work  of  my  department  for  such  part  of  the  current 
year  as  I  have  been  in  office. 

In  the  case  of  the  City  of  Erie  against  C.  J.  Englehart 
and  sureties,  No.  181,  November  term,  1907,  brought  to  re¬ 
cover  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  City  in  relaying  a  sewer 
in  Wallace  street,  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  Erie  county,  in  granting  a  compulsory  non-suit  against  the 
city,  was  sustained  by  the  Superior  Court  and  the  litigation 
represented  by  that  case  brought  to  an  end. 

The  exceptions  filed  by  the  Bessemer  and  Lake  Erie  Rail¬ 
road  Company  and  the  Lake  Shore  Company  to  the  report  of 
the  viewers  who  assessed  the  benefits  and  damages  on  account 
of  construction  of  pavement  and  curbing  improvement  on 
Twelfth  street  between  Sassafras  and  Cranberry  streets, 
although  argued  before  the  court,  have  not  been  disposed  of. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  exceptions  were  hied  by  the  rail¬ 
road  companies  on  the  theory  that  their  land  abutting  the 
Twelfth  street  improvement  is  exempt  from  municipal  assess¬ 
ment.  When  this  matter  is  finally  decided  by  the  court, 
there  will  remain  no  open  questions  relative  to  the  Twelfth 
street  improvement. 

In  the  actions  instituted  by  the  City  against  Harriet  Coch¬ 
ran  and  E.  B.  Willis  for  costs  of  construction  of  sidewalk  on 
Myrtle  street  near  Peach  street,  a  decision  favorable  to  the 
city  was  rendered  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Erie 
county  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1912. 
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I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  proceedings  to 
assess  benefits  and  damages  incidental  to  the  change  of  grade 
in  Liberty  street  from  Twelfth  street  to  Eighteenth  street,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  equity  proceedings,  instituted  against  the  rail¬ 
road  companies  to  compel  them  to  care  for  their  tracks  during 
the  construction  of  a  subway,  have  terminated  in  an  agree¬ 
ment  between  the  city  and  the  interested  parties  by  which  the 
city  will  be  able  to  construct  a  subway  under  the  railway 
tracks  at  Liberty  street  at  the  cost  of  the  excavation  and  the 
pavement  under  the  subway.  With  the  details  of  this  ar¬ 
rangement  you  are  entirely  familiar. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  terms  which  the  city  secured  from 
the  railroad  companies  in  connection  with  the  elimination  of 
the  Liberty  street  grade  crossing  are  as  favorable  as  could 
have  been  secured  by  the  legal  proceedings  which  we  insti¬ 
tuted. 

The  action  of  assumpsit  brought  by  the  city  against  Kraft 
and  Walther  and  M.  Liebel  as  surety,  was  called  for  trial  at 
the  December  term,  1912,  of  Common  Pleas  Court,  and  after 
the  evidence  was  in,  at  the  suggestion  of  Judge  Walling,  the 
matter  was  referred  to  the  court  for  determination  without  a 
jury.  The  only  question  in  the  case  is  one  of  law,  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  surety  was  released  by  an  assignment  of  the  con¬ 
tract  from  Kraft  and  Walther  to  George  H.  Kraft.  This  mat¬ 
ter  will  be  argued  the  last  Monday  in  January  and  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  court  for  determination. 

At  the  same  term  of  court,  three  actions  which  were 
brought  by  the  city  against  Harriet  Cochran  and  E.  B.  Willis 
to  recover  sewer  assessments,  were  referred  to  the 
court  for  trial  without  a  jury.  These  cases  will  be  disposed  of 
the  last  week  in  January,  1913. 

At  the  October  term  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  an 
action  in  ejectment,  instituted  by  the  City  of  Erie  against  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  and  the  Philadelphia  and 
Erie  Railroad  Company,  was  tried.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
taking  of  testimony  and  legal  arguments,  which  consumed 
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nearly  seven  days,  the  court  directed  the  jury  to  return  a  ver¬ 
dict  for  the  city  for  One  Hundred  Sixteen  and  Eight-tenths 
(116.8)  acres  of  land.  This  land  is  bounded  and  described 
as  follows : 

Beginning  at  a  point  in  the  west  line  of  Parade  street 
530.6  feet  northwardly  from  the  northeast  corner  of  lot  Xo. 
3278  ;  thence  north  26  degrees  west  by  the  west  line  of  Parade 
street  2268  feet  to  a  point;  thence  north  29  degrees  a6  minutes 
east  2640  feet  to  a  point  in  the  east  line  of  the  L.  S.  south 
breakwater;  thence  south  17  degrees  47  minutes  east  by  the 
east  line  of  said  breakwater  2618  feet  to  a  point  in  the  line 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Soldiers'  and  bailors  Home  propeit}  , 
thence  south  80  degrees  30  minutes  west  by  said  Home  prop¬ 
erty  line  500  feet  to  a  point ;  thence  continuing  by  said  home 
property  line  south  15  degrees  39  minutes  east  la7a.6o  feet 
to  a  stone  in  the  west  line  of  the  original  Garrison  Tract, 
thence  south  26  degrees  30  minutes  east  90  feet  to  a  point  in 
the  north  right  of  way  line  of  the  P.  &  E.  R.  R.  Co. ;  thence 
south  73  degrees  30  minutes  west,  250  feet  to  a  point  in  the 
center  line  of  Wallace  street  extended  northwardly  603.2  feet 
from  the  center  of  Second  street;  thence  south  75  degrees 
31  minutes  west  624.2  feet  to  a  point,  and  thence  north  68 
decrees  50  minutes  west  222  feet  to  place  of  beginning,  con- 

o 

taining  an  area  of  116.8  acres  more  or  less. 

The  above  land  is  the  unoccupied  portion  of  what  was 
originally  known  as  the  “Railroad  Grant."  and  is  situated  at 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  The  railroad  company  hied  motions 
for  a  new  trial  and  judgment,  non  obstante  veredicto,  which 
have  not  yet  been  argued. 

The  action  in  equity  brought  by  the  city  against  the 
Buffalo  and  Lake  Erie  Traction  Company  to  XT.  2,  October 
term,  1911,  known  as  the  East  Twelfth  street  case,  has  been 
heard  and  finally  passed  upon  by  the  court  with  a  decision 
adverse  to  the  contention  of  the  city. 

The  bill  in  equity  hied  against  the  city  to  XTo.  1  Feb¬ 
ruary  term,  1912,  by  the  Erie  Electric  Motor  Company  and 
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others,  asking  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  city  officials 
from  interfering  with  the  construction  by  the  street  car  com¬ 
pany  of  four  switches  on  East  Sixth  street,  between  French 
and  East  avenue,  was  heard  and  decided  with  a  result  that 
the  court  allowed  the  company  to  construct  two  switches 
instead  of  four. 

The  bill  in  equity  filed  by  the  Erie  Baking  Company 
against  the  City  of  Erie,  to  No.  54,  September  term,  1911, 
upon  which  a  preliminary  injunction  was  issued,  has  not  as 
yet  been  finally  disposed  of.  The  question  involved  is  the 
reasonableness  of  the  municipal  regulation  requiring  pro¬ 
ducts  of  bakeries  to  be  wrapped  in  paper,  and  is  one  which 
requires  a  great  deal  of  evidence  to  be  taken  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  for  the  information  of  the  court.  This 
case  will  be  tried  some  time  in  the  early  part  of  the  coming 
year. 

The  bill  in  equity  filed  by  William  S.  Shattuck  and  others 
against  the  City  of  Erie  to  No.  2,  September  term,  1912,  to 
restrain  the  city  from  purchasing  wrhat  is  known  as  the  Bough- 
ton  farm  for  the  establishment  of  a  garbage  destruction  works 
was  decided  in  favor  of  the  right  of  the  city  to  purchase  the 
land  in  question,  after  an  extensive  hearing  and  argument. 
In  this  way,  the  validity  of  the  municipal  proceedings  author¬ 
izing  this  important  improvement  was  established  by  decision 
of  court. 

To  No.  1,  November  term,  1912,  a  bill  in  equity  was 
filed  by  John  G.  Denuding  and  others  of  the  City  of  Erie  in 
which  the  validity  of  the  ordinance  authorizing  the  issue 
of  bonds  for  the  equipment  of  the  garbage  plant  is  attacked. 
The  irregularities  alleged  in  this  bill  are  purely  formal.  No 
doubt  is  raised  as  to  the  power  of  the  city  to  issue  bonds  in 
the  premises.  This  case  is  ready  for  trial  and  will  probably 
be  submitted  to  the  court  before  the  first  of  the  year 

To  No.  115,  February  Term,  1912,  a  suit  vras  instituted 
by  Rhea  A.  Smith  and  her  father,  Oscar  Smith,  against  the 
City  of  Erie  for  injuries  alleged  to  have  been  suffered  by 
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Rhea  A.  Smith,  by  reason  of  the  defective  condition  of  a  side¬ 
walk  on  Thirteenth  street,  between  Peach  and  Sassafras 
streets.  This  case  is  to  be  ready  for  trial  and  will  be;  disposed 
of  either  at  the  present  term  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
or  in  the  January  term  of  said  Court.  In  the  event  of  a  re¬ 
covery  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  the  city  has  a  remedy 
against  the  owner  of  the  abutting  property,  whose  duty  it 
is  keep  the  sidewalk  in  repair.  The  owners  of  the  property 
in  question  have  been  notified  of  this  action  and  have  sub¬ 
stantially  undertaken  the  defense  of  the  case,  which  releases 
the  city  of  responsibility  in  the  matter.  This  litigation  sug¬ 
gests  a  thought  that  where  a  sidewalk  is  clearly  out  of  re¬ 
pair  and  notice  is  served  upon  the  abutting  property  owner 
to  place  the  sidewalk  in  the  condition  required  by  cm  ordin¬ 
ances,  the  orders  of  the  Street  Superintendent  in  that  respect 
should  be  complied  with.  I  here  is  a  clear  liability  on  the 
part  of  the  city  for  a  failure  to  keep  its  sidewalks  in  suitable 
condition  for  ordinary  traffic,  and  Councils  should  provide 
the  Street  Superintendent  with  a  fund  whi'ch  will  enable  him 
to  1  epaii  01  relay  sidewalks  where  the  owners  refuse  to  do 
so,  whereupon  the  city  may  collect  the  cost  from  the  property. 
The  same  observations  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  drive¬ 
ways  of  the  streets.  In  at  least  one  instance,  serious  injury 
to  property  resulted  from  a  defect  in  that  part  of  the  highway 
occupied  by  the  street  car  company.  The  city  is  liable  in  all 
such  cases  where  the  defective  condition  exists  for  a  period  of 
time  sufficient  to  charge  the  city  officials  with  notice  thereof. 
I  deem  it,  therefore,  of  the  highest  importance  that  funds 
should  at  all  times  be  available  to  keep  the  highways  in  safe 
condition.  As  compared  with  other  communities,  our  streets 
are  generally  in  excellent  condition,  but  I  understand  there 
aie  occasions  when  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  finds  it 
practically  impossible  to  compel  property  owners  to  lay  side¬ 
walks,  and  where  the  city  is  not  in  a  position  to  do  so  be¬ 
cause  there  is  no  money  available  from  the  proper  fund.  In 
the  meantime,  the  city  is  liable  in  damages  for  any  injuries 

which  might  be  visited  upon  any  person  travelling  ever  the 
highway. 
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Ejectment  proceedings  were  instituted  by  Charles  P. 
Hewes  against  the  City  of  Erie  and  others  to  No.  148,  Sep¬ 
tember  term,  1912.  These  proceedings  involve  the  right  of 
possession  to  the  alley  between  State  and  French  streets 
and  from  Twelfth  street  south.  While  the  city  is  joined  as  a 
party  in  these  proceedings,  the  controversy  is  one  of  more 
vital  concern  to  the  owners  of  the  abutting  property.  As  yet, 
no  statement  has  been  filed  and  the  litigation  is  merely  in  its 
preliminary  stages. 

In  the  matter  of  the  opening  of  Reed  street  from  Fourth 
to  Sixth  streets,  the  viewers  awarded  damages  in  the  sum 
of  Fifty-five  Hundred  ($5,500)  Dollars,  and  assessed  all  bene¬ 
fits  to  the  City  of  Erie.  Councils  ordered  an  appeal  taken. 
I  recommend,  from  my  examination  into  this  case,  that  the 
proceedings  be  discontinued.  I  do  not  find  that  there  is  any 
pronounced  public  demand  for  a  street  between  the  points 
indicated  in  these  proceedings.  The  benefits  from  such  a 
street  would  largely  accrue  to  one  or  two  individuals  who 
happen  to  be  the  owners  of  considerable  property  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  the  proposed  improvement.  It  seems  to  me  that 
in  such  a  case,  the  entire  burden  of  opening  the  street  should 
not  be  assessed  against  the  general  public. 

For  many  years  proceedings  have  been  pending  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  opening  of  Reed  street  from 
Eighth  to  Ninth  streets.  A  view  was  held  and  damages  as¬ 
sessed  by  the  viewers.  Recently,  a  rule  was  asked  foi  against 
the  city  to  compel  the  filing  of  the  report  of  the  viewers, 
although,  as  you  understand,  no  funds  are  available  for  the 
payment  of  damages.  This  rule  has  not  as  yet  been  dis¬ 
posed  of  by  the  court,  but  should  the  court  require,  as  is 
very  likely,  that  the  report  of  the  viewers  be  filed,  it  will  be 
up  to  Councils  either  to  raise  the  money  for  the  payment  of 
damages,  or  to  repeal  the  ordinance.  At  this  point  I  recom¬ 
mend  that,  before  resolutions  are  passed  directing  this  de¬ 
partment  to  institute  proceedings  for  the  opening  of  streets, 
that  the  funds  be  made  available  for  the  payment  of  damages. 
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Court  costs  incidental  to  a  view  amount  to  no  inconsiderable 
sum,  and  it  is  not  proper  to  institute  condemnation  proceed¬ 
ings,  subjecting  all  interested  parties  to  expense,  unless  the 

means  are  available  by  which  to  complete  the  work  under 
taken. 

B}  dn  ection  of  Councils  and  the  flavor,  the  court  was 
requested  to  appoint  viewers  for  the  opening  of  State  street 
south  to  Twenty-sixth  street.  The  board  appointed  has  had 
a  number  of  meetings  upon  the  ground  and  at  the  court 
house.  The  testimony  produced  on  the  part  of  the  persons 
alleging  damage  indicates  that  the  improvement  will  be  ex¬ 
pensive.  However,  the  viewers  have  not  completed  the  evi¬ 
dence  or  prepared  a  report. 

^  e  aie  pleaded  with  the  fact  that  our  lien  record  is  in 
good  condition.  At  the  present  time  there  is  only  in  dis¬ 
pute  the  three  sewer  liens  above  referred  to,  in  which  Cochran 
and  \\  libs  are  the  defendants  and  a  lien  against  R.  p.  Dods- 
worth  to  which  an  affidavit  of  defense  was  filed.  Mr.  Dods- 
worth  claims  that  certain  damages  were  inflicted  upon  his 
property  by  the  construction  of  a  sewer  improvement  in  the 
Fourth  ward,  for  which  a  lien  was  placed  on  record.  This 
matter  has  been  referred  to  the  Fourth  ward  members  of 
Councils  for  possible  adjustment  with  Mr.  Dodsworth.  Aside 
fiom  the  cases  hereinbefore  referred  to,  there  is  no  litigation 
pending  which  grows  out  of  city  liens.  All  liens  which  ex¬ 
pire  during  1912  have  been  protected  by  renewals. 

Since  I  ha\  e  been  in  office,  there  have  been  filed  and 
prepared  for  filing  one  hundred  twenty-five  (125)  liens,  in 
addition  to  which  we  have  had  occasion  to  draw  all  im- 
pio\  ement  and  other  contracts,  together  with  numerous 
ordinances  and  resolutions.  Xo  inconsiderable  part  of  the 
v  01  k  of  this  department  consists  in  the  number  of  opinions 
which  we  have  been  called  upon  to  give  to  Councils  and  the 
heads  of  departments. 

Since  May  6th,  1912,  we  have  collected  and  turned  over 
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to  the  City  Treasurer  Two  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Forty- 
three  and  Fifty-five  One-hundredths  ($2,543.55)  Dollars  on 
various  bills,  delinquent  assessments,  etc. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  the  hope  for  heartiest 
co-operation  between  -city  officials  with  the  City  Planning 
Committee.  The  members  of  this  committee,  at  seme  per¬ 
sonal  expense  and  considerable  sacrifice  of  time,  have  caused 
to  be  prepared  a  plan  of  development  of  this  community 
along  lines  of  greater  efficiency  and  beauty.  Such  growth 
as  we  have;  experienced  in  the  past  has  been  entirely  spoi- 
adic.  Erie  is  now  entering  upon  a  period  of  suburban  devel¬ 
opment,  and  in  my  opinion,  one  of  our  greatest  needs  is 
legislation  which  will  oblige  owners  of  suburban  real  estate, 
desiring  to  market  their  property  according  to  recorded 
plots,  to  submit  the  plots  for  approval  to  a  central  authority 
in  the  city  before  the  same  may  be  received  for  record  by 
the  Recorder  of  Deeds.  In  this  way,  we  could  be  certain 
of  a  growth  in  accordance  with  a  pre-determined  plan.  If 
such  an  Act  of  Assembly  had  been  in  operation  years  ago, 
we  would  be  spared  many  of  the  street  irregularities  which 
are  to  be  seen  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city  at  the  present  time. 

Respectfully  yours, 

CHARLES  H.  ENGLISH, 

City  Solicitor. 
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REPORT  OF  POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Erie,  Pa.,  December  10th,  1912. 
Hon.  W  illiam  J.  Stern,  Mayor : 

Dear  Sir — Herewith  I  beg  to  hand  you  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Police  Department  for  the  period  commenc¬ 
ing  December  1st,  1911,  and  ending  December  1st,  1912. 

From  the  records  of  this  department  the  following  statis¬ 
tics  have  been  compiled. 

The  total  number  of  arrests  for  the  year  is  3,751,  and 


these  figures  are  made  up  as  follows: 

Number  of  males  .  3,504 

Number  of  females . 247 

Number  of  married  persons  .  1,028 

Number  of  single  persons  .  2,723 

Number  of  Americans  . 2,592 

Number  of  foreigners  .  1,159 


The  foregoing  figures  include  79  persons  16  years  of  age 
or  under. 

In  comparing  these  figures  with  those  of  last  year's  re¬ 
port,  it  is  shown  that  there  were  1,300  more  arrests  made  this 
year  than  last. 

Statement  of  Arrests  From  December  1st,  1911,  to 

December  1st,  1912. 


Adultery .  5 

Arson  .  9 

Assault  .  3 

Assault  and  Battery  .  . . 72 

Aggravated  Assault  and  Battery .  48 

Felonious  Aissault  .  8 
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Felonious  Wounding .  5 

Bigamy  .  \ 

Burglary  .  1 

Breaking  and  Entering*  .  36 

Carrying  Concealed  Weapons .  4 

Cheating  Lodging  House  Keeper .  5 

Conspiracy  .  2 

Cruelty  to  Animals  .  3 

Contempt  of  Court  . .  1 

Desertion  and  Non-Support  .  11 

Disorderly  Conduct  .  709 

Drunkenness  .  756 

Drunk  and  Disorderly  .  1,134 

False  Pretenses  .  6 

Forgery  .  13 

Fornication  and  Bastardy  .  6 

Fugitive  from  Justice .  3 

Horse  Stealing  .  3 

Incorrigible  Conduct  .  2 

Insanity  .  8 

Interfering  with  an  Officer  .  3 

Keeping*  a  Disorderly  House  . .  30 

Inmates  of  a  Disorderly  House .  278 

Keeping  a  Gambling  (House  .  6 

Gambling*  .  . .  35 

Larceny  . 129 

Larceny  by  Bailee .  5 

Larceny  from  the  Person  . 

Malicious  Mischief  .  14 

Mayhem  .  1 

Manslaughter  .  3 

Murder  . 1 

Non-Support  . 10 

On  Suspicion  .  . .  126 

Peddling  without  a  license  .  15 

Rape  .  3 

Assault  with  Intent  to  Commit  Rape .  1 

Receiving  Stolen  Goods  . 13 
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Riot  .  7 

Robbery  .  13 

Assault  with  Intent  to  Rob .  3 

Sodomy  .  1 

Surety  of  the  Peace  . 54 

Truancy  .  4 

Unlawful  Sale  of  Liquor .  7 

Violation  of  the  Health  Board’s  Rules .  26 

Violation  of  City  Ordinances  .  . . 9 

Violation  of  the  Motor  Vehicle  Ordinance .  67 

Violation  Motor  Vehicle  Laws .  44 

Wilful  Damage  by  Bailee  .  . .  3 


The  records  show  that  there  were  1,866  patrol  wagon 
calls,  and  the  number  of  persons  conveyed  2,712.  This  shows 
an  increase  of  557  calls  over  last  year. 

The  number  of  persons  who  applied  for  and  were  accom¬ 
odated  with  lodging  for  the  night  aggregates  7,626.  This  is 
about  2,400  less  than  last  year. 

The  bicycle  record  shows  that  during  the  period  men¬ 
tioned  370  bicycles  were  lost  or  stolen,  and  of  this  number 
205  were  recovered  and  restored  to  the  owners.  From  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1911,  to  December  1,  1911,  the  record  shows  140  bi¬ 
cycles  were  lost  or  stolen  and  that  60  were  recovered  and  re¬ 
stored  to  the  owners. 

In  comparing  the  figures  of  last  year  with  those  of  this 
year  it  is  shown  that  230  more  bicycles  were  lost  or  stolen 
since  December  1,  1911,  than  during  the  year  previous  and 
that  145  more  were  recovered. 

Property  Stolen  and  Recovered. 

The  record  of  stolen  property  shows  that  property 
amounting  in  value  to  $18,050.67  was  reported  as  having*  been 
stolen  this  year,  and  of  this  amount  $14,567.89  worth  was  re¬ 
covered  and  restored  to  the  owners. 

In  this  connection,  would  state  further  that  of  the  $9,509.36 
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worth  of  property  which  was  reported  as  having  been  stolen 
during  the  period  from  January  1,  1911,  up  to  December  1, 
1911,  nearly  $3,000.00  worth  was  recovered  and  returned  to 
the  owners  by  this  department  since  December  4,  1911. 

If  allowed  to  add  these  last  figures  to  those  in  this  year’s 
records  the  value  of  property  reported  as  having  been  stolen 
would  amount  to  $21,050.67,  and  the  value  of  the  recovered 
property  would  amount  to  $17,567.89.  These  figures  would 
then  show  that  the  stolen  property  for  this  year  exceeds  that 
of  last  by  $11,541.31,  and  that  $12,518.53  worth  more  was 
recovered,  the  value  of  the  property  found  last  year  having 
amounted  to  $5,049.36. 

The  amount  of  money  collected  from  the  several  aider- 
men  since  December  4,  1911,  for  the  service  of  criminal 
process,  is  $1,708.22. 

The  results  accomplished  seem  to  indicate  an  increased 
interest  and  more  readiness  on  the  part  of  the  officers  to  do 
the  work  assigned  them  and  to  co-operate  with  each  other 
and  their  superiors. 

Improvements  Recommended. 

I  am  taking  this  opportunity  to  recommend  a  few  certain 
improvements  for  this  department  Which  I  believe  would  very 
materially  increase  its  efficiency  and  better  its  conditions. 
When  I  submitted  my  report  to  you  in  December,  1911,  I 
suggested  that  this  department  should  be  provided  with  larger 
quarters,  and  I  again  repeat  that  this  improvement  is  very 
necessary. 

There  is  scarcely  room  enough  for  more  than  a  dozen 
or  so  patrolmen  at  any  one  time  in  the  patrolmen’s  room.  It. 
is  imperative  at  times  that  the  officers  should  be  instructed 
more  privately  concerning  the  work  in  hand,  and  as  the  room 
referred  to  is  very  small  it  is  necessary  to  state  the  cases  to 
them  at  roll  call  in  the  hall.  In  this  way  it  is  sometimes  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  keep  secrets  and  plans  where  they  properly 
belong,  as  the  hall  is  not  only  used  by  the  employes  of  some 


140 


of  the  other  city  departments  -but  is  frequented  by  citizens 
who  may  have  business  to  trancact  with  these  other  depart¬ 
ments  or  at  police  headquarters.  Again,  eavesdropping  may 
be  indulged  in  by  prisoners  locked  up  at  the  station,  as  the 
ranges  of  cells  are  entered  directly  from  the  hall. 

It  has  often  been  necessary,  in  order  to  care  for  prisoners 
at  headquai  teis,  to  lock  up  two  or  more  in  a  cell  at  the  same 
time.  This  state  of  affairs  could  prove  dangerous  to  one  of 
the  prisoners  locked  up  with  another  by  his  contracting  disease 
on  account  of  such  immediate  personal  contact.  Still  other 
dangeis  could  lesult,  but  at  any  rate  it  is  not  proper  that  more 
than  one  prisoner  should  be  confined  in  a  celt  at  the  same 
time.  I  speak  of  this  to  show  how  much  need  there  is  at  the 
present  time  for  more  cells,  and  from  the  statistics  above 
gi\  en  one  can  readily  see  that  this  need  will  be  greater  in  the 
near  future  than  ever  before.  There  are  only  fifteen  cells,  in¬ 
cluding  the  padded  cell,  in  actual  use  at  this  time,  and  it  has 
often  been  necessary  to  keep  as  many  as  thirty-five  or  forty 
prisoners  locked  up  during  the  night. 

It  is  also  important  that  the  police  court-room  be  en- 
laiged,  as  this  room  is  entirely  too  small  to  accommodate  at 
times  even  those  who  are  immediately  interested  or  concerned 
in  the  tiials  on  hand,  to  say  nothing  of  the  other  citizens  who 
may  at  these  times  find  occasion  to  come  into  the  court-room. 

ith  legard  to  the  caring  of  persons  who  are  forced  to 
come  to  police  headquarters  for  lodging  over  night,  I  wish 
something  could  be  done  to  give  these  people  more  comforta¬ 
ble  and  more  sanitary  quarters  than  the  sub-basement.  While 
main  of  them  aie  perhaps  to  blame  for  their  own  condition, 
some  others  are  likely  to  be  the  victims  of  unfortunate  cir¬ 
cumstances  over  which  they  have  no  control. 

In  \  iew  of  these  facts,  I  would  most  respectfully  ask  at 
this  time,  as  I  did  a  year  ago,  that  the  City  Hall  committee  be 
requested  to  look  into  these  matters  in  order  that  this  de¬ 
partment  shall  be  given  more  room  and  better  conditions. 
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This  department  should  be  provided  with  two  more  mo¬ 
torcycles,  as  these  are  needed  to  aid  the  police,  not  only  to 
enforce  laws  and  ordinances  governing  the  operation  and  driv¬ 
ing  of  all  vehicles,  but  to  run  down  criminals  who  might 
otherwise  escape  should  any  less  speedier  means  be  used  to 
reach  them,  and  it  is  always  best  to  arrest  a  person  as  soon  as 
possible  after  his  commission  of  a  crime. 

Xeed  of  Increased  Force. 

The  need  for  more  patrolmen  is  much  greater  than  ever 
before.  The  city’s  increasing  population  and  the  area  it  now 
covers  demand  such  increase  at  once  in  order  to  give  proper 
police  protection.  Ten  additional  patrolmen  would  not  be 
too  many  to  any  more  than  meet  the  requirements.  A  year 
ago  it  was  recommended  that  a  detective  bureau  be  created 
in  this  department,  as  more  plain  clothes  men  are  now  needed 
to  take  care  of  the  increased  special  work  required  of  the 
police.  The  figures  given  above  are,  I  believe,  sufficient  to 
show  the  much  needed  increases  in  our  regular  patrolmen’s 
ranks  and  the  detective  force. 

I  would  also  suggest  at  this  time  that  Councils  pass  an 
ordinance  allowing  this  department  to  employ  a  lady  attendant 
or  matron,  as,  it  is  just  as  necessary  that  women  who  are 
taken  into  custody  should  be  searched,  especially  in  cases  of 
larceny.  There  are  other  instances  of  just  as  delicate  a  nature 
where  a  matron  would  be  of  more  proper  service,  and  I  sin¬ 
cerely  hope  that  Councils  will  see  the  need  for  making  pro¬ 
vision  for  this  purpose  at  an  early  date. 

I  am  very  grateful  to  you  and  our  honorable  Councils 
for  the  improvements  made  at  headquarters  during  this  year, 
as  these  have  made  surroundings  more  pleasant  and  comfor¬ 
table  and  added  greatly  to  the  appearance  of  our  rooms.  The 
new  auto  police  patrol  has  proven  a  decided  success  over  the 
horse-drawn  affair  formerly  used  and  has  considerably  in¬ 
creased  the  efficiency  of  the  department. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  F.  DETZEL, 

Chief  of  Police. 
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REPORT  OP  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  WATER  WORKS 


Erie,  Penn'a.,  December  30.  1912. 
Honorable  Wm.  J.  Stern,  Mayor : 

Dear  Sir — In  compliance  with  your  request  for  data 
relative  to  the  expenditures  of  the  Water  Department  during 
the  last  four  or  five  years,  I  beg  to  say  that  during  the  past 
twelve  years  the  commissioners  paid  into  the  sinking  fund 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  city,  the  following  amounts  : 


1900  . $  23,000  00 

1901  .  2,000  00 

1905  .  20,000  00 

1906  . 20,000  00 

1907  .  20,000  00 

1908  20,000  00 

1910  .  40,000  00 

1911  .  10,000  00 


Total . $155,000  00 


This  department  has  been  called  upon  during  the  past 
two  or  three  years  to  make  unusual  expenditures  for  the  lay¬ 
ing  of  large  mains,  first  to  the  Hammermill  Paper  Company, 
which  was  a  condition  upon  this  large  plant  coming  to  Erie. 
1  he  cost  of  laying  this  main  was  a  little  over  $12,000.00. 

In  1910  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  Company  bulb:  a  large 
trestle  just  south  and  east  of  the  General  Electric  plant,  for 
which  the  commissioners  laid  a  12-inch  water  main,  bepfinninsf 
at  Franklin  avenue,  at  a  cost  of  about  $17,000.00.  Both  of 
these  expenditures  are  exceptionally  profitable  to  the  city,  as 
the  rate  paid  by  both  these  plants  is  25  per  cent  above  the 
city  rate,  and  it  will  only  be  a  very  short  time  until  this  total 
outlay  will  be  fully  paid  for  by  these  large  water  takers  alone. 

In  order  to  concentrate  our  repair  and  construction  work, 
the  commissioners  deemed  it  advisable  to  purchase  the  lot  on 
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the  corner  of  Twelfth  and  Myrtle  streets,  upon  which  they 
erected  a  shop  and  stable  at  a  cost  of  $32,000.00. 

The  necessity  for  additional  pumping  machinery  at  the 
Water  Works  Pumping  Station  has  been  apparent  to  every¬ 
body  for  some  time.  Our  total  capacity  at  present  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  25,000,000  gallons  per  day.  During  the  past  sum¬ 
mer  and  also  in  the  winter  our  pumpage  many  days  reaches 
over  20,000,000  gallons,  so  the  commissioners,  last  December, 
concluded  a  contract  with  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Company  for 
a  20,000,000  gallon  pump,  at  a  cost  of  $102,000.00,  and  last 
May  they  concluded  a  contract  with  the  Henry  Shenk  Com¬ 
pany  for  the  construction  of  a  new  pump  house,  to  mke  care 
of  this  new  pumping  engine  and  also  a  complete  filtration 
system,  at  a  cost  of  $566,000.00.  The  commissioners  have 
made  two  payments  on  the  pumping  engine  of  $32,000.00 
each,  and  have  paid  on  the  Henry  Shenk  contract  $32,000.00, 
which  payment  was  made  in  the  form  of  notes  running  for  a 
period  of  four  years,  bearing  five  per  cent  interest.  The 
first  of  the  payments  made  to  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Company 
was  in  a  similar  manner.  The  second  payment  was  made  in 
cash,  saving  the  city  about  $3,000.00  in  interest. 

In  order  to  give  the  people  living  in  the  higher  sections 
of  the  city  above  Nineteenth  street  a  better  water  pressure, 
the  commissioners  constructed  a  standpipe  at  a  cost  of  ap¬ 
proximately  $22,000.00.  The  commissioners  made  arrange¬ 
ments  with  the  Henry  Shenk  Company  to  take  notes,  bear¬ 
ing  five  per  cent,  interest,  and  running  for  a  term  of  four 
years.  However,  the  commissioners  will  take  care  of  these 
quarterly  assessments  as  they  are  made  and  as  the  work 
progresses  with  the  revenue,  whenever  possible,  in  order  to 
save  the  interest. 

Trusting  that  the  information  herein  contained  will  be 
of  value  to  you,  I  beg  to  remain, 

Yours,  very  truly, 

GEORGE  C.  GENSHEIMER, 

Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS 
AXD  MEASURES. 

Erie,  Penn'a.,  December  10th,  1912. 
To  Hon.  W.  J.  Stern,  Mayor : 

Dear  Sir — As  requested,  I  herewith  respectfully  submit 
this,  my  annual  report,  of  the  work  that  has  been  done  in 
the  Department  of  Weights  and  Measures  for  the  year  1912, 
from  January  1st  to  and  including  November  30th. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  inspections : 

Counter  scales  .  557 

Scale  beams  .  617 

Platform  scales  .  163 

Scale  weights  . 1,536 

Liquid  measures  .  536 

Dry  measures  . c  .  618 

Hand  scales  .  ...  24 

Wagon  scales  .  27 

Hanging  scales  .  ...  247 

Dormant  scales  .  22 

\  ards  in  extension  .  69 

Small  track  scales  .  g 

Small  hopper  scales  .  1 


Total . 4,435 

Of  the  above  there  have  been  condemned : 

Scales  of  ail  kinds  .  70 

Measures  of  all  kinds  .  129 

Scales  of  all  kinds,  adjusted .  21-1 

Weights,  of  all  kinds,  adjusted . 199 

Test  weighings  made  .  129 
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Tested  scales  for  junkmen,  on  the  streets  .  20 

Tested  measures  for  milkmen  on  the  street .  42 


Recalls,  reinspections  and  complaints  attended  to  ......  314 

I  have  made  504  inspections  and  the  receipts  in  City 
Controller’s  office  show  a  net  revenue  of  $505.66. 

The  above  shows  the  work  of  this  department.  In  addi¬ 
tion  I  have  also  covered  the  Central  Market  108  times,  and 
the  Parade  Street  Market  108  times,  making  a  total  of  216 
inspections  which  I  have  given  the  markets  of  the  cily. 

I  beg  to  call  Your  Honor’s  attention  to  the  fact  that,  in 
no  case  was  a  scale  condemned  if  it  could  be  adjusted  and 
made  to  conform  to  the  standard,  so  as  not  to  cause  unnec¬ 
essary  hardship  to  merchants  or  the  public,  but  in  all  cases 
where  scales  or  weights  could  not  be  adjusted  they  were 
promptly  condemned.  There  were  times  when  the  condition 
of  scales  and  measures  were  actually  doing  a  great  wrong  to 
the  dealers.  They  were  shown  the  error  and  when  the  error 
was  rectified,  they  were  very  much  gratified.  It  has  been  the 
aim  of  this  department  to  work  for  the  protection  of  all  the 
people  and  in  my  dealings  with  the  people  it  has  been  my  aim 
to  be  fair  and  just  at  all  times. 

Protest  Against  Fee  System. 

I  have  made  many  recalls  and  inspections,  and  attended 
to  a  large  number  of  complaints,  and  wherever  the  case  war¬ 
ranted  it,  I  have  brought  the  parties  before  your  honor,  and 
I  know  of  my  own  personal  knowledge  it  has  helped  me  in 
my  work.  I  have  been  called  to  many  places,  upon  the  com¬ 
plaint  of  consumers,  and  have  adjusted  many  differences  be¬ 
tween  buyer  and  seller.  I  have  been  called  into  the  large 
manufacturing  plants  of  the  city  to  adjust  differences  that 
arise  from  time  to  time  and  have  always  been  received  with 
courtesy,  and  I  desire  to  say  in  this  connection  that  this  has 
been  true  of  most  of  the  merchants  and  business  men  of  the 
city.  But  there  is  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  a  great  many 
of  the  people  to  protest  against  the  payment  of  the  fees  which 
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'.are  made  a  part  of  the  inspections,  and  in  order  to  collect 
these  fees  I  have  been  compelled  to  resort  to  the  strong  arm 
of  the  law  in  some  cases.  A  great  number  claim  that  the 
fees  are  a  hardship  on  the  small  trades-people,  and  a  tax  on 
the  larger  places,  and  I  am  led  to  beileve  that  it  is  a  hind¬ 
rance  in  the  work  of  this  department,  as  a  great  many  con¬ 
ceal  their  standards  or  make  false  manifest,  whether  they 
are  right  or  wrong. 

■However,  I  be°r  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  our 
storekeepers  and  merchants  are  using  better  weighing  and 
measuring  devices  than  were  used  in  the  past,  and  both  the 
dealers  and  the  public  have  been  benefited  thereby,  and  it 
also  helps  the  work  of  this  department. 

I  find  that  the  storekeepers  and  merchants  of  the  city 
want  to  deal  justly  with  the  people.  I  find  the  greatest 
trouble  at  the  market  houses.  These  I  visit  on  each  market 
day,  and  I  have  to  deal  with  all  kinds  of  people.  Erie  is  get¬ 
ting  to  be  a  large  city  and  attracts  to  its  public  markets  a 
great  many  strangers.  I  have  made  many  inspections  for  par¬ 
ties  from  a  great  distance — as  far  away  as  Elk  county,  points 
in  New  York.  Ohio  and  from  adjoining  counties.  I  have  found 
many  masquerading  as  farmers  who  are  on  the  markets  to  give 
short  measures  and  weights  to  the  buying  public  with  their 
baskets  and  no  stated  standards,  and  their  prints  of  butter 
that  do  not  weigh  a  pound.  This  is  a  fraud  upon  the  public 
and  a  detriment  to  the  honest  dealer. 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  call  your  honor’s  attention 
to  the  fact  that  Councils  oug'ht  to  make  provisions  for  the 
installation  of  standard  scales  and  measures  in  the  market 
houses  of  the  city,  for  the  benefit  of  the  buying  public  and 
of  the  trades-people.  It  would  be  the  means  of  our  people 
getting  what  they  pay  for  and  give  the  honest  dealer  a  fair 
chance. 

I  have  inspected  the  city  scales  every  month,  as  required 
by  the  ordinance,  and  have  made  other  inspections  and  have 
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found  the  scales  correct.  I  have  cautioned  the  weighmaster 
that  he  would  be  held  responsible  to  give  both  the  buyer  and 
the  seller  a  square  deal. 

I  have  inspected  the  scales  for  the  water  department  and 
am  at  all  times  ready  to  do  the  work  for  the  other  city  de¬ 
partments. 

I  have  attended  to  my  office  work,  made  my  returns  to 
the  City  Treasurer,  and  given  the  receipts  and  a  copy  of 
the  work  of  this  department,  in  detail,  to  the  City  Controller 
every  week. 

I  beg  to  call  your  honor’s  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
standards  of  this  department  will  have  to  be  verified  by  the 
State  department  of  weights  and  measures  at  Harrisburg, 
and  to  the  further  fact  that  there  is  a  heavy  fine  and  penalty, 
if  they  are  not  so  approved.  I  am  also  given  to  understand 
that  the  laws  of  this  department  are  to  be  made  more  uni¬ 
form,  and  to  cover  all  of  the  state,  for  the  protection  of  the 
people. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  best  thanks  to  your 
honor  for  the  many  courtesies  and  assistances  you  have  given 
me  in  my  work  at  all  times.  I  also  wish  to  thank  the  Mayor’s 
Clerk,  Col.  Henry  J.  Fries,  for  his  kindness  and  help  to  me  in 
my  office  work  and  for  at  all  times  keeping  in  touch  with  me 
when  I  am  out  upon  my  tours  of  inspection. 

The  public  is  just  as  much  entitled  to  honest  weights 
and  measures  as  to  an  honest  dollar,  and  it  is  the  intention  of 
this  department  to  see  that  they  get  the  same,  and  also  to 
make  this  department  one  of  the  greatest  good  to  the  people 
of  Erie,  whom  we  serve, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  R.  GORDON, 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
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REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Erie,  Pa.,  December  20,  1912. 
Honorable  William  J.  Stern,  Mayor : 

Dear  Sir — Pursuant  to  your  instructions  of  recent  date 
that  we  supply  you  with  information  concerning  the  workings 
of  this  department  during  the  present  year,  we  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following,  with  the  preface  that  owing  to  the 
fact  that  our  year  is  based  on  the  calendar  rather  than  the 
fiscal  one,  it  is  impossible  to  furnish  complete  data  for  the 
period  referred  to. 

It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  statements  contained 
herein  are  not  intended  for  publication  in  their  present  form, 
but  will  later  be  presented  to  you  in  the  official  report  of  the 
department. 


Births. 

About  1,900  births  have  been  reported  during  the  year, 
showing  an  increase  of  at  least  300  over  the  preceding  one. 
Several  factors  have  no  doubt  contributed  to  this  increase, 
m  ^  h  i  c  h  may  be  considered  the  awakened  conscience  and 

interest  of  the  physician  and  midwife  in  attendance  at  these 
functions,  first  with  reference  to  the  moral  right  of  the  child 
to  be  registered  so  that  at  a  later  day  he  may,  without  diffi¬ 
culty,  obtain  employment  and  be  entitled  to  his  other  legal 
rights  incident  to  proper  registration,  such  as  may  occur  in  the 
settlement  of  estates  and  other  matters  where  a  definite  state¬ 
ment  of  place,  time  of  birth  and  parentage  are  involved,  also 
perhaps  to  a  greater  willingness  to  comply  with  the  State  law, 
which  i  equires  an  accurate  statement  in  regard  to  such  cases. 
Then,  too,  the  natural  increase  in  population  has  no  doubt 
contributed  its  quota  to  the  whole. 
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Deaths. 


The  deaths  registered  are  approximately  1,050,  a  decrease, 
when  compared  with  last  year  to  the  deaths  occurring  during 
the  typhoid  epidemic.  It  may  be  stated,  therefore,  that  there 
is  no  material  change  in  the  normal  death  rate  as  compared 
with  previous  years.  In  this  connection  it  is  well  to  note  that 
the  large  number  of  homes,  institutes,  etc.,  in  this  city,  in 
which  many  deaths  from  chronic  incurable  diseases  among 
elderly  and  aged  people  annually  occur,  contribute  in  no  small 
degree  toward  the  maintenance  of  our  seemingly  high  death 
rate. 

Communicable  Diseases. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  com¬ 
municable  diseases  over  the  previous  year,  due  to  a  number 
of  epidemics,  notably  measles,  about  700  cases  of  which  were 
reported.  This  does  not,  however,  represent  anything  like 
the  total  number  of  cases,  as  many  hundreds  of  victims  of 
this  disease  escape  the  authorities  by  reason  of  the  fear  of 
quarantine  and  the  belief  of  many  people  that  measles  is  a 
harmless  disease  of  childhood  that  must  be  inflicted  upon 
their  children,  whether  necessary  or  not,  they  overlooking 
the  fact  that  a  child  dead  from  measles  is  just  as  dead  as 
though  he  or  she  died  from  smallpox. 

The  neglect  of  physicians  to  properly  report  these  cases 
for  the  reason  that  they  do  not  wish  to  inconvenience  their 
patients  is  another  factor  in  causing  epidemics  of  this  charac¬ 
ter.  Other  reasons  may  be  given,  but  these  are,  we  'believe, 
the  ones  chiefly  responsible  for  this  disease  assuming  epidemic 
form  in  so  many  of  our  communities. 

The  same  reasons  apply  to  whooping  cough  and  mumps, 
both  of  which  diseases  have,  during  the  year,  been  unusually 
prevalent  in  Erie,  necessitating  the  quarantining  and  disin¬ 
fecting  of  fully  1,000  houses. 
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An  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  has  prevailed  among  our  for¬ 
eign  population,  being  confined  almost  exclusivelv  to  the  Ital¬ 
ian  and  Polish  districts.  Indifference  to  the  welfare  of  them¬ 
selves  and  their  families,  their  disregard  for  law  and  order  and 
lack  of  civic  pride,  has  undoubtedly  been  at  the  bottom  of  the 
spread  of  this  disease  among  these  people. 

It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  educational  methods  must 
be  adopted  along  such  lines  as  will  be  most  keenly  appreciated 
by  them.  To  accomplish  this  end  we  would  suggest  that  se¬ 
vere  punishment  be  meted  out  for  each  quarantine  violation, 
such  punishment  to  assume  the  form  of  a  money  fine  or  jail 
sentence  and  that  they  be  given  verbal  instructions  by  an  in¬ 
telligent  trained  nurse,  who  may  visit  them  at  their  homes 
and  teach  them  the  essential  details  of  personal  hygiene  and 
proper  sanitary  regulations. 

Diphtheria  has  been  unusually  prevalent  during  the  year. 
Much  of  this  has  occurred  in  institutions  and  were  strictly 
contact  cases,  it  being  manifestly  impossible  to  avoid  the  in¬ 
fection  of  a  large  number  where  institutional  methods  prevail 
and  all  the  inmates  are  in  constant  daily  contact  with  each 
other.  Cases  outside  of  this  were  largely  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  type  of  the  disease  being  mild,  physicians  were  not  called 
in  many  instances,  and  to  the  notion  prevalent  with  so  many  of 
°ur  people  that  sickness  is  providential,  cannot  be  avoided,  and 
that  when  it  comes  it  must  be  put  up  with  regardless  as  to 
what  it  may  be,  the  right  of  the  other  fellow  to  escape  it  not 
being  considered  by  them. 

Ten  cases  of  poliomyelitis  is  a  creditable  showing  when 
it  is  considered  that  this  disease  has  been  generallv  epidemic 
throughout  this  section  of  the  country,  that  we  have  a  large 
•floating  population  and  that  nearly  all  the  cases  were  among 
the  \  ery  poorest  of  our  citizens-  where  it  was  impossible  to 
entorce  any  but  the  crudest  form  of  quarantine. 

1  he  occurrence  of  but  seventy-nine  cases  of  tvphoid  fever 
as  compared  with  1,067  in  1911,  confirms  the  contention  of  this 
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department  that  the  city  water  was  the  sole  cause  of  the  epi¬ 
demic  of  last  year,  the  present  number  being  entirely  attribu¬ 
table  to  association  with  carriers  of  the  disease,  the  drinking 
of  polluted  water  at  outside  points  and  the  importation  of 
cases  from  other  communities. 

I  uberculosis  has  existed  in  its  usual  degree,  161  cases  of 
this  disease  having  been  reported  to  date.  The  local  State 
Dispensary  has  done  much  to  alleviate  the  suffering  of  those 
afflicted  with  this  malady  and  the  proposed  establishment  of 
a  sanatorium  adjacent  to  the  city  will,  if  it  receives  the  proper 
public  support,  undoubtedly  bring  relief  to  many  others  during 
the  coming  year. 


Municipal  Hospital. 

More  than  130  cases  have  been  treated  at  the  Municipal 
Hospital,  which  should  be  a  convincing  argument  to  those 
persons  who  fail  to  see  the  necessity  for  appropriating  suffi¬ 
cient  funds  to  properly  maintain  this  institution  that  a  large 
percentage  of  our  citizens  have  a  sane  sense  of  its  value  as 
a  municipal  asset.  The  fact  that  we  are  enabled,  through  this 
institution,  to  properly  segregate  cases  of  contagious  diseases 
that  would  by  reason  of  their  being  located  in  densely  settled 
portions  of  our  community  and  among  our  poorest  class  of 
people,  a  large  percentage  of  whom  would  die  under  their  nor¬ 
mal  home  environment,  should  meet  with  the  earnest  support 
of  every  intelligent  citizen  of  Erie.  Every  householder  in  Erie 
should  know  'that  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Municipal  'Hos¬ 
pital,  that  it  is  a  taxpayers’  institution,  and  demand  that  as 
such  it  should  receive  just  consideration,  financial  and  other¬ 
wise.  If  reasonable  grounds  are  apparent  that  the  hospital  is 
not  managed  on  a  sound  economic  basis,  it  is  the  duty  of 
Councils  to  make  an  investigation  and  determine  where  the 
fault  lies ;  otherwise,  those  eng'aged  in  its  supervision  should 
receive  the  same  courtesies  as  do  others  who  are  engaged  in 
similar  laudable  pursuits. 
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In  this  connection  it  is  imperative  that  additional  build¬ 
ings  be  constructed  for  the  care  of  other  diseases  than  scar¬ 
let  fever  and  diphtheria.  Many  applications  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  during  the  year  for  the  treatment  of  other  ailments 
than  those  mentioned,  the  size  of  the  present  building  being 
such  as  to  prevent  the  care  of  more  than  the  two  diseases 
above  referred  to.  The  necessity  for  fire-proof  construction 
not  being  apparent,  it  would  seem  that  wooden  pavilions 
could  be  erected  at  a  small  cost,  the  whole  expense  of  build¬ 
ings  and  equipment  not  exceeding  $5,000.00. 

Citv  Bacteriologist. 

About  600  specimens  have  been  examined  by  this  em¬ 
ploye  of  the  Board  of  Health  during  the  year,  at  a  total  cost 
of  about  $400.00.  It  should  be  apparent  to  all  that  the  chief 
function  of  the  Health  Department  is  not  so  much  the  abate¬ 
ment  of  a  existing  evil  as  its  detection  and  prevention.  It 
is  obvious,  therefore,  that  any  efforts  that  may  be  made 
along  this  line  are  materially  essential  to  the  public  welfare 
and  that  such  work  must  continue  in  the  future  on  a  much 
larger  scale  than  in  the  past. 

For  several  years  past  the  Board  of  Health  has  requested 
that  this  employe  be  placed  on  a  regular  salary,  the  sum  of 
$300.00  having  been  previously  asked  for  such  purpose.  It 
is  apparent  that  during  the  past  two  years  a  marked  saving 
would  have  occurred  had  this  suggestion  been  adopted,  the 
sum  of  $1,200.00  having  been  paid  during  that  period  for 
services  of  this  character.  We  would  therefore  again  re¬ 
spectfully  request  that  you  use  your  endeavors  for  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  this  result. 

Foods. 

Nearly  600  dairies  have  been  inspected  by  the  dairy 
inspector,  representing  a  total  of  6,500  cows.  To  accomplish 
this  it  has  been  necessary  'to  personally  visit  each  of  these 
premises,  make  a  general  survey  of  the  sanitary  conditions 
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existing-  thereon,  investigating  the  health  of  the  occu-pants, 
the  methods  in  vogue  in  the  handling  and  distribution  of  their 
products,  and  such  other  information  as  might  be  deemed 
necessary  as  to  insure  a  wholesome  supply  of  milk  and  cream 
for  public  use.  The  city  end  of  this  work  has  been  under  the 
direction  of  another  inspector,  who  collected  samples  of  milk, 
secured  their  chemical  analysis  and  investigated  the  intown 
methods  of  handling!  and  distributing  the  same.  As  a  result 
of  such  investigations,  several  thousand  quarts  of  dirty  milk 
have  been  dumped  and  much  more  has  been  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 

As  the  chief  cause  of  death  among  infants  has  been  di¬ 
rectly  traced  to  filthy  food  supplies,  it  is  apparent  that,  as 
an  economic  procedure,  work  of  this  character  must  be  con¬ 
tinued,  and  that  if  it  is  our  desire  to  preserve  the  lives  of 
our  infant  population  that  greater  and  more  persistent  efforts 
must  be  made  in  the  future  than  in  the  past  toward  securing 
a  safe  and  wholesome  milk  supply  for  public  use. 

r  ■  ..  f  '  .  v 

Ninety-six  retail  markets  and  wholesale  establishments  for 
the  sale  of  meat  products  have  been  repeatedly  inspected  by 
our  employes,  the  total  inspections  running  well  into  the  hun¬ 
dreds.  In  65  of  these  places  material  improvements  in  sani¬ 
tary  conditions  have  been  noted. 

The  department  has  also  made  detailed  inspection  of 
bake  shops  in  the  city  and  found  them,  as  a  whole,  to  be 
below  the  standard  of  cleanliness-  that  should  be  maintained 
in  such  places.  In  the  great  majority  of  these  places  spitting 
on  the  floor  is  permitted,  dry  .sweeping  and  other  filthy 
methods  of  cleansing  are  followed,  no  attempts  are  made  to 
properly  screen  the  food  products  during  and  after  their  bak¬ 
ing,  and  many  other  evils  of  an  entirely  preventable  nature 
have  been  noted. 

The  department  has  also  made  frequent  inspections  of 
hotels,  groceries,  confectioneries,  milk  depots  and  other 
places  where  foodstuffs  of  various  kinds  are  handled,  sold  or 
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consumed  and  in  such  instances  as  were  deemed  advisable, 
have  recommended  the  installation  of  methods  that  would 
tend  to  conserve  the  interest  of  the  traveling-  and  local  public. 

This  board  is  under  special  obligations  to  the  State  Dairy 
and  Food  Commissioner,  Hon.  James  Foust,  for  material  as¬ 
sistance  given,  through  his  agents,  in  securing  the  local  en¬ 
forcement  of  laws  regulating  the  production,  care  and  sale  of 
foodstuffs,  especially  with  reference  to  adulterated  milk,  meats 
and  other  foods  of  a  perishable  nature. 

Plumbing  Inspections. 

The  work  performed  under  the  direction  of  the  Plumbing 
Inspector  and  his  assistant  exceeds  that  of  any  previous 
year,  not  only  in  the  volume  of  work  done,  but  in  the  receipts 
turned  into  the  city  treasury  in  connection  therewith.  This 
work  represents  the  installation  of  all  kinds  of  plumbing  fix¬ 
tures  in  both  new  and  old  houses,  such  as  sinks,  closets,  bath 
tubs,  etc. 

In  this  connction  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  more  than 
750  old  outdoor  closet  nuisances  have  been  abated  by  install¬ 
ing  modern,  sanitary  ones1  within  the  buildings.  This  makes 
c>  total  of  1,900  nuisances  of  this  character  which  have  been 
abated  since  the  State  Department  of  Health  issued  its  man¬ 
datory  order  to  the  city  in  the  early  spring  of  last  year,  d  his 
is,  to  our  minds,  one  of  the  most  distinct  sanitary  advance¬ 
ments  that  has  been  made  in  this  city  in  years,  and  the  work  so 
well  in  hand  should  be  completed  during  the  coming  season. 

To  this  end  we  would  recommend  that  your  honor  take 
every  possible  step  toward  the  extension  of  the  sewer  system 
in  every  street  in  the  city  so  that  Erie  may  go  on  the  map  as 
being  a  city  where  the  danger  of  infection  from  vermin  borne 
gastro-intestinal  diseases  is  placed  at  an  absolute  minimum. 

It  is  claimed  by  those  familiar  with  work  of  this  charac¬ 
ter  that  the  efficiency  of  this  department  would  be  materially 
increased  if  final  inspections  were  made  as  required  by  law. 
It  would  seem  that  provision  should  be  made  therefor.  To 
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this  end  we  would  recommend  that  an  additional  assistant 
plumbing*  inspector  be  provided  for.  This-  will  be  necessary 
if  the  work  is  to  be  accomplished,  for  the  reason  that  the 
present  inspectors  are  working  many  hours  overtime  each 
day  in  the  week. 

Spitting. 

Several  years  ago  the  Board  of  Health  adopted  a  regula¬ 
tion  prohibiting  spitting  on  the  streets,  in  public  conveyances, 
hotels  and  other  places.  This  regulation  has  been  irregularly 
enforced  with  good  results  attendant  on  each  enforcement. 
It  is,  however,  manifestly  impossible  for  the  department  with 
its  present  small  force  of  employes  to  make  other  than  spas¬ 
modic  attempts  at  preventing*  this  dangerous  nuisance. 

We  would  therefore  recommend,  as  a  means  of  prevent¬ 
ing  this  filthy  and  disease  breeding  practice,  that  the  Chief 
of  Police  be  requested  to  instruct  the  patrolmen  to  give  this 
matter  their  attention,  and  whenever  violators  are  appre¬ 
hended,  to  give  them  a  warning  notice,  and  upon  a  repetition 
of  the  offense  to  enforce  the  penalty  therefor.  This  will 
undoubtedly  do  much  toward  the  abatement  of  all  contagious 
diseases,  but  more  especially  pneumonia  and  tuberculosis. 

Manure  Boxes. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  enforcing  the 
regulation  requiring  the  screening  of  manure  boxes  and  pits 
against  flies  and  other  vermin,  the  explanation  being  that 
the  odors  emanating  therefrom  are  healthful  and  in  nowise 
detrimental  to  the  well-being  of  the  community.  The  knowl¬ 
edge,  however,  that  such  diseases  as  infantile  paralysis,  ty¬ 
phoid  fever,  various  forms  of  infantile  diarrhoeas  and  in  fact 
manv  other  diseases,  are  directly  conveved  to  their  victims 
by  the  domestic  and  stable  fly,  also  that  the  chief  breeding 
place  for  these  insects  is  in  the  above  mentioned  manure  pit, 
should  lead  us  as  intelligent  workers  in  the  cause  of  sanitary 
science  to  strike  at  the  root  of  this  evil  by  eliminating  the 
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manure  pit  as  the  chief  breeding  place  of  these  pestiferous 
insects. 

In  the  event  of  the  failure  of  these  violators  to  promptly 
fall  in  line  with  the  march  of  sanitary  progress,  we  would 
recommend  that  the  full  penalty  of  the  law,  including  im¬ 
prisonment  in  the  case  of  persistent  offenders,  be  inflicted 
on  this  class  of  undesirable  citizens. 

Holler  Towels. 

The  recent  adoption  by  the  United  States  government  of 
a  regulation  prohibiting  the  use  of  any  common  towel,  in¬ 
cluding  the  roller  towel,  in  any  building,  conveyance  or  other 
place  coming  under  their  authority,  substituting  therefor  the 
individual  towel,  recalls  the  fact  that  similar  regulation  was 
adopted  by  this  board  some  time  ago  and  that  attempts  have 
frequently  been  made  to  enforce  its  provisions  in  the  differ¬ 
ent  public  places  in  the  City  of  Erie.  Owing  to  the  fact, 
however,  that  the  use  of  the  roller  towel  is  permitted  in  the 
City  Hall,  where  hundreds  of  people  use  it  daily,  it  has  been 
logically  impossible  to  secure  the  general  adoption  of  this 
very  simple  method  of  eliminating  the  spread  of  such  dis¬ 
eases  of  gonorrhoea,  syphilis,  verminous  afflictions,  tubercu¬ 
losis  and  a  number  of  communicable  skin  affections  which  are 
easily  transmitted  by  personal  contact. 

Visiting  Xnrses. 

A\  e  again  urge  our  recommendation  of  last  year  that  pro- 
i  vision  be  at  once  made  for  the  establishment  and  mainten¬ 
ance  of  the  position  of  one  or  more  visiting  nurses  to  work 
under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Department.  As  previously 
suggested  under  the  heading  “'Communicable  Diseases/'  great 
good  could  be  accomplished  in  instructing  the  ignorant  and 
irresponsible  in  matters  pertaining  to  general  and  personal 
hygiene,  the  proper  care  of  their  children,  the  prevention  of 
communicable  diseases,  the  proper  care  of  them  when  they 
do  exist,  and  many  other  subjects  that  would  materially  aid 
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them  in  prolonging  their  lives  and  preventing  them  from 
becoming  charges  upon  the  community,  and  generally  tend  to 
increase  their  efficiency  as  citizens. 

Medical  School  Inspection. 

We  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  courteous 
manner  in  which  the  Board  of  School  Directors  has  co-ope¬ 
rated  with  us  in  our  efforts  to  improve  the  sanitary  condi¬ 
tions  in  and  about  school  buildings,  and  assisting  in  the  abate¬ 
ment  of  communicable  diseases.  T  he  accomplishments  of 
the  Board  of  Education  along  these  lines  have  been  such  as 
to  lead  us  to  express  the  hope  that  the  time  may  soon  come 
when  a  system  of  medical  school  inspection  and  examination 
may  become  effective  in  all  schools  in  the  city,  as  well  as 
those  under  t'hei  charge  of  the  Public  School  Board. 

General  Sanitation. 

Many  nuisances  have  been  investigated  by  the  sanitary 
end  other  inspectors  of  the  department  and  where  found  to 
be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  endanger  public  life  and  health, 
have  been,  so  far  as  possible,  abated.  Hundreds  of  complaints 
fded  at  this  office  are,  however,  of  such  a  character  as  to 
place  them  beyond  the  power  of  a  board  constituted  like  the 
Board  of  Health  to  abate  in  any  way,  many  of  them  being 
private  in  character  and  based  entirely  upon  personal  griev¬ 
ances  in  no  way  coming  under  our  jurisdiction. 

Much  other  work  has  been  performed  by  the  employes, 
such  as  the  placarding  of  premises,  disinfection  of  houses, 
serving  notices  and  many  other  details  incident  to  general 
health  work. 

If  the  high  efficiency  of  the  local  Health  Department,  as 
set  forth  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  and  other  out¬ 
side  authorities  familiar  with  local  conditions,  is  to  be  main¬ 
tained  it  is  necessary  that  an  additional  sanitary  officer  be 
provided  for.  The  rapid  increase  in  population,  especially  in 
the  foreign  sections  of  the  city,  makes  this  imperative. 
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Finances. 


We  again  urge  the  necessity  for  placing  the  financial 
standing  of  the  Health  Department  on  a  proper  business  basis, 
a  condition  bordering  on  bankruptcy  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  year  being  most  embarrassing  to  those  of  our  employes 
who  are  held  responsible  for  the  satisfactory  performance  of 
the  work  coming  within  the  province  of  this  board.  Certain 
expenses  must  be  incurred  regardless  as  to  whether  funds 
are  available  or  not,  and  as  the  obligations  must  in  time  be 
met,  it  would  seem  that  many  advantages  would  accrue  from 
their  prompt  liquidation. 

Statements  to  the  effect  that  other  third-class  cities  con¬ 
duct  their  health  departments  more  cheaply  than  our  own 
have  no  argumentative  value  unless  all  factors  entering  into 
health  conditions  are  considered.  Obsolete  methods  may  be 
productive  of  no  dangerous  results  for  years  and  then  an  easily 
preventable  epidemic  may  cause  the  sacrifice  of  many  lives 
and  inflict  an  irreparable  financial  loss  on  the  community. 
The  fact  that  our  great-grandfathers  washed  in  hand  basins 
and  got  along  without  bath  tubs  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
be  deprived  of  the  conveniences  of  modern  civilization,  and 
it  would  seem  that  a  community  that  spends  SI  15.000.00  a 
year  for  the  protection  of  S2 5. 000. 000.00  worth  of  combustible 
property  should  spend  more  than  $15,000.00  for  the  conserva¬ 
tion  of  $100,000,000.00  worth  of  human  life.  In  other  words, 
the  fact  that  Erie  is  a  third-class  city  is  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  have  a  first-class  health  department,  maintained  in 
a  first-class  manner. 

Thanking  your  honor  for  the  sincere  interest  that  you 
have  taken  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  department  during 
the  year  just  closed,  we  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

By  C.  E.  Welsh,  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HARBORMASTER. 

Erie,  Pa.,  December  10,  1912. 

Hon.  William  J.  Stern,  Mayor : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Department  of  Harbormaster  for  the  year  1912: 

As  the  duties  of  my  office  require,  I  have  patrolled  the 
bay  with  daily  regularity  in  the  seasons  when  the  City  power 
boat  could  be  navigated,  paying  close  attention  to  the  shores 
of  the  peninsula  in  order  to  prevent  violations  of  the  game 
and  fish  laws.  It  is  my  pleasure  to  report,  notwithstanding 
I  exercised  all  vigilance,  not  a  single  violation  has  come  under 
my  notice  during  this  year  of  1912. 

It  has  been  my  effort  to  keep  the  bay  free  of  floating 
debris  of  a  nature  which  would  endanger  the  safety  of  the 
numerous  small  power  boats.  Negligence  in  the  repair  of 
docks  and  other  work  about  the  harbor  heretofore  resulted 
in  the  release  of  timbers  and  other  floating  objects  to  be 
carried  about  by  the  currents  and  offering  menace  to  small 
craft,  which  in  known  instances  have  been  responsible  for 
serious  injury.  However,  I  can  report  that  the  companies 
in  charge  of  the  docks  and  owners  of  boat  houses  on  the 
shore  of  the  bay  and  in  the  basins  have  been  induced  to  exer¬ 
cise  a  proper  care  as  to  the  removal  of  debris,  with  the  result 
that  dangerous  flotsom  is  not  now  complained  of. 

The  ninety-nine  feet  of  West  Public  Dock,  abutting  the 
Reed  and  Kelso  properties,  rebuilt  during  the  past  summer, 
was  done  under  my  supervision  and  inspection.  The  con¬ 
crete  work,  put  in  by  Joseph  Babo,  was  at  a  cost  of  $2,163.95, 
and  the  cost  of  filling  behind  the  wall  was  $164.77,  a  total 
expenditure  of  $2,328.72  for  a  piece  of  dock  work  of  the  most 
enduring  character.  In  this  contract  I  consider  the  City  of 
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Erie  has  had  the  fullest  equivalent,  men  who  are  eminently 
capable  of  passing  on  such  work  pronouncing  it  the  best  piece 
of  dock  that  can  be  found  along  the  lakes. 

The  care  of  the  new  Public  Steamboat  Landing  is  a  duty 
which  demands  much  of  my  time  and  attention.  To  keep 
the  dock  clean  and  free  from  dust  it  is  my  practice  to  flush 
the  pavement  at  least  once  a  week,  and  for  the  preservation  of 
order  and  decorum  on  the  landing  and  recreation  pier  when 
the  same  are  crowded  in  the  summer  months  I  have  had  the 
ready  and  most  capable  assistance  of  the  Department  of  Po¬ 
lice.  The  repairs  made  to  the  dock  during  the  year,  which 
include  the  painting  of  the  recreation  pier,  with  sundries 
(cleaning  substances,  toilet  paper,  life  preservers,  lines,  etc.), 
totaled  $430.08.  This  expenditure  includes  the  sum  of  $24 
paid  for  assistance  during  the  season  of  the  passengei  steamer 
service  between  this  city  and  Buffalo  and  Cleveland.  The 
painting  of  the  superstructure  at  a  contract  price  about  $1,100 
below  the  highest  of  three  bids  submitted  for  the  work, 
was  done  under  my  inspection,  and  I  have  the  opinion  of 
practical  disinterested  painters  that  it  is  a  most  thoroughly 
finished  job. 

The  pavement  of  the  dock  has  settled  in  a  number  of 
places.  These  settlements  are  constantly  becoming  greater 
depressions  and  are  extending,  and  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  your  honor  urge  upon  Councils  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  repairing  these  settled  places  at  the  earliest  oppor¬ 
tunity  the  coming  spring.  The  use  of  the  dock  is  growing 
and  if  the  pavement  is  not  attended  to  without  undue  delay 
a  large  expenditure  may  be  necessary  the  following  year 
to  put  the  pavement  in  the  condition  it  should  be. 

And  on  the  subject  of  docks,  I  respectfully  direct  your 
attention  to  the  condition  of  that  portion  of  the  Wesv  Public 
Dock  which  would  be  the  foot  of  Peach  street.  The^e  is  now 
'a  “bulge  in  that  section  of  dock — the  city's  portion — which 
is  in  danger  of  being  washed  out  at  any  time  in  a  severe 
northwest  blow.  If  it  is  certain  that  the  State  will  extend 
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Peach  street  out  to  the  harbor  line,  to  be  used  as  a  dock  for 
freight,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  the  city  to  be  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  making  the  repairs,  the  section  I  refer  to  abutting 
the  dock  extension  the  State  will  make.  But  unless  the 
intent  of  the  State  is  assured  in  this  undertaking,  the  city 
will  be  compelled,  before  the  close  of  the  coming  year,  to 
rebuild  that  part  of  the  West  Public  Dock. 

In  the  winter  months,  while  the  Bay  is  frozen  over,  I 
take  charge  of  the  skating  parks,  two  being*  maintained  at 
times  last  winter,  one  at  the  Water  W orks  and  one  west 
of  the  Public  Steamboat  Landing.  To  keep  clear  a  space  for 
skaters  last  winter  Councils  appropriated  the  sum  of  $50 
of  which  about  $40  was  expended,  and  it  can  be  asserted  that 
no  money  ever  spent  by  the  City  was  more  enjoy  ably  appre¬ 
ciated  or  contributed  to  the  pleasure  of  a  greater  number  of 
people.  Last  winter  conditions  enabled  the  clearing  of  large 
spaces  at  a  small  expense,  but  the  same  conditions  may  not 
prevail  this  winter. 

The  city  power  boat  has  been  at  the  disposal  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Police  at  all  times,  and  it  has  been  of  service 
and  convenience  to  that  department. 

If  it  is  within  the  province  of  the  city  to  do  so,  I  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  it  build  a  municipal  boat  house  in 
the  west  canal  basin  after  the  completion  of  the  work  of 
widening  State  street  and  dredging  the  basins.  I  am  impelled 
to  make  such  suggestion  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  I  am 
frequently — almost  daily  during  the  summer — in  receipt  of 
inquiries  for  space  in  and  about  the  basins  for  boat  house 
sites.  In  fact,  there  arc  not  other  localities  at  all  available  for 
such  purpose,  and  as  the  number  of  pleasure  boat  owners  is 
constantly  increasing,  such  a  structure  as  I  mention  would, 
in  my  opinion,  be  a  profitable  investment  for  the  cily.  It  is 
my  understanding  that  private  parties  contemplate  forming 
a  company  to  ask  the  city  for  a  lease  of  an  available  site  for 
this  very  purpose,  perceiving  in  the  undertaking  a  paying 
investment. 
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The  receipts  of  the  Department  of  Harbormaster  during 
the  year  are  as  follows,  derived  from  dockage,  boat  house 


rents  and  storage  of  lumber : 

Carroll  Bros.,  100,000  ft.  lumber . $  15  00 

Constable  Bros.,  570,050  ft .  85  51 

D.  Schlosser  Co.,  3,197,158  ft.  2,776  posts  .  486  20 

Lovell  Mfg.  Co.,  1,320,012  ft .  198  13 

Lyman  Felheim,  1,984,680  ft .  297  10 

Dockage  .  50  00 

Boat  House  rent  .  249  22 


Total  .  SI. 381  76 


Of  the  above  amount  there  remains  uncollected  the  sum 
of  $109.00,  due  from  lumber  not  as  yet  removed  from  the 
dock. 

All  of  Avhich  is  most  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  R.  JORDAN, 

Harboi  master. 
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CITY  CLERK’S  OFFICE. 


Erie,  Pa.,  December  12,  1912. 


Hon.  Wm.  J.  Stern,  Mayor: 


Dear  Sir — Pursuant  to  your  request  of  November  13th, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  an  annual  report  of  the  business 
and  requirements  of  this  office,  including  summary  of  the 
receipts  and  expeditures  of  the  legislative  department  for 
the  past  year,  or,  to  be  more  exact,  from  Decmber  21st,  1911, 
to  December  12th,  1912,  viz : 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  December  21,  1911  . 

Appropriation  by  Ordinance  No.  3399.  , 

Appropriation  by  Ordinance  No.  3420 
Appropriation  by  Ordinance  No.  3517  . 

Appropriation  by  Ordinance  No.  3578 


$  176  76 
200  00 
2,000  00 
1,500  00 
500  00 


$4,376  76 

Less1  appropriation  from  fund  by  Ordin¬ 
ance  No.  3575  . .  500  00 

Expenditures. 

Advertising  Ordinances  and  Notices  in 

Newspapers  . $2,225  26 

Job  Printing  .  388  58 

Blank  Books  . 64  25 

Stationery  .  40  33 

Telephone  Rent,  (2  phones  and  2  exten¬ 
sions)  . . .  . . .  62  73 

Assistance  on  Building  Code . 

Making  out  tax  duplicates  and  copying 
assessments  . .  . . .  547  47 


S3, 876  76 
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Repairing  Typewriter  .  6  85 

City  Directory  . 5  00 

Recording  Sewerage  Permit .  4  00 

Subscription  to  Municipal  Journal  and 

American  City . .  .  4  00 

-  $3,404  11 


Balance  on  hand  December  12,  1912 .  $472  65 

I  recommend  that  an  additional  assistant  be  provided  for 
this  office.  The  increase  of  population  and  development 
of  the  city  necessarily  carries  with  it  a  corresponding  in¬ 
crease,  or  nearly  so,  in  the  volume  of  work  to  be  performed 
by  the  municipal  departments.  The  number  of  persons  per¬ 
manently  employed  in  this  office  is  the  same  now  as  it  was 
thirty  years  ago.  It  is  because  of  the  efficient  and  hard¬ 
working  assistant,  Mr.  M.  J.  Henry,  that  we  have  been  able 
to  get  along  thus  far  without  additional  help. 

The  vault  attached  to  this  office  is  congested  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  render  it  very  inconvenient.  Temporary  relief 
could  be  had  by  storing  the  old  assessment  books,  say  those 
prior  to  four  or  five  years  ago,  in  some  other  vault  in  the 
City  Hall  building,  and  I  so  recommend.  The  City  Electri¬ 
cian's  vault  is  the  only  one,  so  far  as  I  know,  in  which  suffi¬ 
cient  space  exists  for  the  purpose,  and  that  would  require 
additional  shelving. 

A  card  index  of  the  Council  records  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  desirable.  To  install  it  would  cost  perhaps  a  few  thousand 
dollars.  It  would  be  difficult  to  make  an  approximate  esti-, 
mate  of  the  cost.  W  e  have  an  unbroken  chain  of  Council 
i  ecords  for  106  years,  with  the  exception  of  one  vear  and  about 
four  and  one-half  months,  from  November  22nd,  1834  to 
April  9th,  1836.  A  card  index  of  those  records  would  be  a 
very  useful  adjunct  to  the  municipal  government.  The  min¬ 
ute  books  of  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Erie,  prior  to 
j 85 1 ,  and  of  the  Select  Council  of  the  city  since  that  time, 
are  alphabetically  indexed  on  the  plan  of  a  separate  index 
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for  each  minute  book.  The  card  system,  combining  them  all 
in  one  index,  would  greatly  facilitate  the  making  of  searches 
of  the  records.  The  Common  'Council  minutes,  which  are 
nearly,  but  not  entirely,  a  copy  of  the  Select  Council  min¬ 
utes,  and  which  have  never  been  indexed,  could  be  included 
in  the  card  indext  system  if  installed. 

Much  might  be  written  and  elaborated  upon  the  number 
of  ordinances,  resolutions,  petitions,  etc.,  received  and  acted 
upon  and  the  volume  of  business  transacted  by  Councils,  and 
comparisons  drawn  with  business  of  former  years,  but  in¬ 
stead  of  giving  actual  statistics,  which  are  at  best  dry  read¬ 
ing,  it  will,  I  believe,  be  more  comprehensive  to  concisely 
state  that  the  number  of  pages  of  minutes  used  in  recording 
proceedings  of  Councils  the  past  year  shows  an  increase  of 
about  twenty  per  cent,  and  the  number  of  pages  of  ordinances 
recorded  over  forty  per  cent,  above  that  of  the  previous  year. 

My  heartfelt  thanks  are  hereby  extended  for  the  many 
courtesies  shown  me, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  HANLON, 

1  1  City  Clerk. 
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REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS. 


Erie,  Pa.,  December  3d,  1912. 

Hon.  Wm.  J.  Stern,  Mayor : 

Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  November  13th, 
1912,  asking  for  our  annual  report  to  reach  you  by  December 
10th,  1912,  we  hereby  attach  a  tabulated  statement  by  wards, 
the  valuations  to  this  date  showing  in  detail  to  comparative 
valuations  of  1912  and  1913,  with  gains  in  the  several  wards. 
This  includes  the  Weschler  boulevard  in  the  Third  ward; 
also  the  personals  in  all  wards.  The  large  increase  of  the 
exempt  list  is  accounted  for  by  reason  of  the  transfer  to  city 
ownership  of  the  tract  on  the  lake  front  in  First  ward  from 
the  P.  &  E.  R.  R.  to  the  city ;  taking  same  from  the  taxable 
list  to  the  exempt  in  the  city  account.  Also  the  adjustment  of 
the  trackage  of  different  railroads  where  new  tracks  had  been 
laid  since  last  triennial  assessment.  We  respectfully  call  your 
honor’s  attention  to  the  large  exempt  list;  altogether  too 
large  for  the  taxable  list  from  which  the  municipality  gets 
its  revenue.  We  would  also  suggest  to  your  honor  the  ad¬ 
visability  of  bringing  to  the  attention  of  the  State  Legislature 
the  passage  of  such  act  or  acts  which  would  either  consider¬ 
ably  cut  down  this  exempt  list  or  abolish  it  altogether.  We  do 
not  see  why  all  the  public  service  corporations  should  not  pav 
to  the  city  direct  taxes  on  all  their  property  instead  of  to  the 
State.  The  various  corporations  are  enjoying  the  same  pro¬ 
tection,  police  and  fire,  as  well  as  maintenance  of  the  streets, 
sewerage,  lighting,  paving,  etc.,  all  of  which  the  City  Govern¬ 
ment  keeps  up  for  their  benefit  as  well  as  for  the  citizens  at 
large.  Both  property  and  non-property  owners  should,  in 
our  judgment,  pay  their  proportion  of  the  running  expenses. 

V ery  truly, 

JOHN  SULLIVAN,  President. 
CONRAD  FLICKINGER, 

HENRY  KESSLER, 

E.  McK.  WHITLEY,  Clerk.  City  Assessors. 


167 


Tabulated  statement  to  date  of  1913  triennial  assessment 
by  wards  and  gains. 


First  ward  .  1913  Triennial  $3,632,450 


U  (( 

1912 

3,142,587 

Gain 

$  489,863 

Second  ward  .  .  . 

a  u 

•  •  • 

1913 

1912 

6,669,168 

5,589,330 

U 

1 ,079,838 

Third  ward  ....  1913  (Ineludin 

W eschler  8266,900)  . 

Third  ward  .  .  ...  1912 

g- 

10,288,534 

7,485,703 

u 

2,802,831 

Fourth  ward  .  .  . 

U  U 

•  •  • 

1913 

1912 

6,316,856 

4,945,558 

u 

1,371,298 

Fifth  ward  . 

u  a 

•  •  •  •  • 

1913 

1912 

3,509,750 

2,879,034 

u 

630,718 

Sixth  ward  . 

U  U 

1913 

1912 

2,910,615 

2,440,670 

u 

469,945 

Total  gain  . . $6,844,491 

Total  assessment,  triennial,  December  3d,  1913,  $33,327,- 

373;  1912  assessment,  $26,844,491;  total  gain,  $6,844,491. 
Exempt  total  list  1913: 


First  Ward 
Second  ward 
Third  ward 
Fourth  ward 
Fifth  ward  . 
Sixth  ward  , 


$  818,288 
758,786 
1,238,048 
758,318 
271,797 
561,517 


Total,  1913  . $4,406,754 

“  1912  . .  3,806,868 


Excess . $  599,886 

This  statement  will  be  materially  increased  when  new 
buildings  not  now  completed  are  added. 
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REPORT  OF  BUREAU  OF  ASSESSMENTS 
AND  TAX  REVISION. 


Erie,  Pa.,  December  31,  1912. 
Honorable  William  J.  Stern,  Mayor: 

Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  your  request  for  a  report  of  the 
work  performed  by  this  department,  I  beg  to  sav  that  it 
has  not  advanced  far  enough  to  give  you  anything  like  a  defi¬ 
nite  detail  of  the  work  in  hand. 

Die  magnitude  of  revising  the  assessment  of  the  entire 
city  confronts  us,  and  we  realize  that  it  will  be  impossible  to 
complete  the  work  in  time  to  place  the  tax  duplicates  in  the 
hands  of  Councils  in  order  to  have  the  annual  appropriation 
ready  by  April  1st,  1913. 

A  e  have  therefore  confined  our  labors  to  revising  the  land 
values.  \\  e  have  canvassed  the  Second,  Third,  Fourth  and 
Sixth  Wards  and  will  complete  the  First  and  Fifth  Wards 
soon. 

\\  e  have  held  a  series  of  public  meetings  in  various  parts 
of  the  city  in  order  to  obtain  the  views  of  the  taxpayers  as 
to  a  proper  basis  of  assessing  their  property,  and  the  con¬ 
sensus  of  opinion  so  far  is  to  assess  at  the  actual  or  marketable 
value  all  city  property. 

In  accordance  with  this  sentiment  we  have  been  working 
on  those  lines,  and  are  making  an  earnest  effort  to  conform 
to  it,  but  we  realize  that  in  the  limited  time  in  which  we  have 
to  do  the  work  we  may,  perhaps,  in  some  cases  err  in  judg¬ 
ment  as  to  actual  value. 

To  carefully  revise  the  value  of  property  in  this  city  it 
will  require  two  or  perhaps  three  years.  While  we  may 
complete  the  assessment  of  the  land  this  year,  it  will  require 
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another  year  to  revise  the  value  of  the  buildings.  The  latter 
will  require  considerable  time,  as  a  personal  inspection  of 
each  building  will  have  to  be  made  in  order  to  determine  its 
value. 

W e  trust  that  your  honor  and  Councils  will  render  us 
all  necessary  assistance  by  providing  sufficient  means  to  en¬ 
able  this  board  to  complete  this  most  important  work. 

Very  respectfully, 

ALFRED  GUNNISON, 

President  Board  of  Tax  Revision  and  Appeals. 
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